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Having back-to-back Formula 1 races at the same venue did raise 
RACE CENTRE 

concerns that the second event could be dull, given the teams would 90" curian cP recortand anaes 
have even more data to work from. Fortunately, the Styrian Grand Prix 36 Rosenqvistat last at Road America 
was a good one. It probably didn’t have quite as much drama as the 40 World of Sport: Formula 3; F2; 
Austrian GP, but it was arguably a better race, with more reliability NASCAR Cup; Porsche Supercup 
and fewer daft clashes. Plus there was the wet qualifying action. 

After FP2 — which teams believed could set the grid if Saturday INSIGHT 
qualifying had been cancelled thanks to the weather — Lewis Hamilton 46 New-look MotoGP ready to go 


looked on the back foot. He needed to make up ground on team-mate 
Valtteri Bottas in the championship, yet Hamilton was down in sixth 
as he struggled and Mercedes tried different set-ups. 
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As our report on page 20 shows, more worrying for Verstappen was 
the pace of the Mercedes in the dry race. Red Bull needs to find some 
pace quickly if it is to stop the Black Arrows flying into the distance 
once again. Ferrari, it seems, is already out of it (p17)... 
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HE'S BACK! WHY ALONSO IS J 


When Fernando Alonso used the word “retirement” to 
describe his decision to walk away from Formula 1 at 
the end of 2018, few thought it would prove permanent. 
Sebastian Vettel even said in a video message to his 
former rival: “See you when you come back.” 

That made confirmation last week of his comeback 
in 2021 with Renault both surprising and unsurprising. 
Yes, Alonso is back, but for a driver who stated that he 
only wanted to return to win, joining a manufacturer 
that finished fifth in last year’s championship 
seems like an odd move. 

Alonso is thinking long-term. “I think with the new 
rules in 2022, there is a chance of having a more equal 
championship,” he explained. “I’m aware of things. I have 
not been underground for two years. I know that only one 
team will win in 2020, and will win in 2021 probably. 

“The 2022 rules will hopefully bring some fairness 
to the sport and will bring some close action. Having 
that in mind, there is enough time to work on those 
projects, and to build the momentum that I think 
we need. I’m relaxed. I’m aware of what 2021 will 
be. And I’m hopeful for 2022. This is a matter 
of building something together.” 

Renault Fi boss Cyril Abiteboul has already stated 
that Alonso “has almost no interest in 2021’, knowing 
the team will likely be fighting for little more 
than best-of-the-rest honours. But he said he is 
“comfortable” with how Alonso — who won the 
world championship for Renault in 2005 and 2006 
and had another spell at the team in 2008-09 — 
has bought into the long-term project at Enstone, 


even after a disappointing recent spell. 

“We’ve been able to talk to each other, and we also 
have been able to talk with a number of senior members 
of the Renault organisation that has confirmed that 
there is some familiarity between his way of thinking 
and our way of thinking,” Abiteboul said. “We know 
that Formula 1 is brutal, also in the comments that 
we are receiving when we are on the back of negative 
performance, but this proximity will I’m sure allow 
us to go through the hurdles and get to better days.” 

The presence of a two-time world champion is a 
marquee signing for Renault to replace the outgoing 
Daniel Ricciardo alongside Esteban Ocon. Alonso 


“COMPETITION CAN BE TOXIC ON 
PEOPLE. NO MATTER HOW HARD 
YOU TRY OR WORK, YOU CAN'T WIN” 


will be nearly 40 by the time he returns to the grid but, 
as his efforts in the World Endurance Championship 
and the Dakar Rally have shown, he remains one 

of the top performers in world motorsport. 

“As far as I saw in Formula 1 for many years, the 
stopwatch is the only thing that matters, not age,” 
Alonso said, as well as revealing he recently did a fitness 
test that delivered “the best result ever in my career”. 

But as we saw through Alonso’s difficult second 
spell with McLaren from 2015-18, anything less 
than a winning car leaves him dissatisfied. His 
anger over Honda’s lack of performance aided the 
fracture in McLaren’s relationship with its engine 
manufacturer. Even at Toyota’s WEC LMP1 squad, 
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when there was just a single car to beat, Alonso’s 
will to win led to internal issues. 

Abiteboul is not oblivious to this, but told Autosport 
in an exclusive interview he is confident that Alonso 
has shaken off the “toxic” baggage of his recent past. 

“T think the years that he had away from the track 
have probably been an opportunity for him to reset, and 
probably to come with a fresh set of mind,” Abiteboul 
said. “Competition can be toxic on people, on 
individuals. No matter how hard you try, or how hard 
you work, you can’t win. And it’s the sport that is doing 
that. I’m not surprised that a sport that’s like that is 
creating this type of situation and therefore legacy, but 
that’s also why he [Alonso] was so interested in this 
new profile for the sport, and maybe the opportunity 
of bringing a new Fernando into a new F1.” 

And that is what Alonso’s comeback is really about: 
his legacy. Had his F1 career ended with a penalty-laden, 
futile run to 11th in Abu Dhabi at the end of 2018, he 
would have been remembered as a nearly man. Yes, 

a driver who deserved more than two titles, but one 
who wound up in the wrong place at the wrong 
time largely by his own doing. 

Now Alonso has the chance to right some wrongs. 
While it is still a long shot to expect Renault to catapult 
to the head of the F1 pecking order by 2022 in a way 
that could deliver Alonso a third title, it should at 
least give him a chance to scratch his competitive 
itch, and perhaps fight for a bit of added silverware. 

But should Renault fail to deliver on its plans 
for 2022, this comeback risks being a final, 
repeated act in the Alonso F1 saga. 

LUKE SMITH 
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Mugello on F1 calendar 
for inaugural Tuscan GP 


FORMULA 1 


Formula 1 has confirmed that it 
will make its first visit to Italian 
track Mugello in September as 
part of an expansion of the 2020 
season calendar to 10 races. 

F1 had been rumoured for some 
time to be weighing up a maiden 
grand prix at the Tuscan circuit, 
with talks taking place as part of 
the push to find more grand prix 
venues in Europe. 

Official confirmation arrived 
last week that Mugello will host 
the Tuscan Grand Prix on 13 
September. It will form a third 
triple-header of the revised 2020 
season, following races at Spa and 
Monza as the ninth round. 


Mugello had already cancelled 
its MotoGP round, but there was 
regular contact between series 
promoter Dorna and Fi over plans 
for a grand prix at the track. 

The announcement means 
Ferrari will celebrate its 1000th 
grand prix at Mugello, as well as 
enjoying title sponsorship for 
the event at the circuit it owns. 

The Russian Grand Prix is also 
confirmed for 27 September, with 
more races set to be added in the 
coming months. Promoters in 
Sochi have resumed ticket sales 
for the race, but F1 is expected to 
allow a limited number of fans to 
return to the grandstands starting 
from one of the Italian rounds. 
LUKE SMITH 


Bottas to stay on at 
Mercedes for 2021 


FORMULA 1 


World championship leader 
Valtteri Bottas will remain at 
Mercedes in 2021 with a new 
deal agreed in principle, sources 
have revealed to Autosport. 
While a final contract has 
yet to be signed off, both 
team and driver have agreed 
terms for their partnership 
to continue at least for next 
year on the back of Bottas’s 
strong start to the campaign. 


The agreement came after 
Mercedes CEO Ola Kallenius 
gave his blessing to an 
unchanged line-up during a 
visit to the Austrian Grand 
Prix. “We'll stay with our two 
boys,” he told Sky Germany. 

This will clear the way for 
Mercedes to make progress in 
hammering out a fresh contract 
with Lewis Hamilton, who has 
yet to agree terms for 2021. 


JONATHAN NOBLE AND 
ROBERTO CHINCHERO 
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Racing Point fumes over 
Renault protest of brakes 


FORMULA 1 


The Racing Point Formula 1 team has 
dubbed Renault’s protest of its brake 
ducts after last weekend’s Styrian 
Grand Prix “misconceived and poorly 
informed’, and has rejected any 
suggestion of wrongdoing. 

Renault submitted a protest 
against both Racing Point cars after 
Sunday’s race at the Red Bull Ring, 
in which Sergio Perez and Lance 
Stroll finished in sixth and seventh 
place respectively, just ahead of 
Renault’s Daniel Ricciardo. 

Renault believes that the front and 
rear brake ducts of the RP20 originate 
from a Mercedes design, which would 
not be allowed under the rules 
governing listed parts. The FIA 
stewards accepted the protest, and 
the matter will now be investigated. 
Both teams, along with Mercedes, 
will be required to provide evidence. 
Racing Point made its view clear in 
a statement given to Autosport. 

“Racing Point is extremely 
disappointed to see its results in 
the Styrian GP questioned by what 
it considers to be a misconceived 
and poorly informed protest,” the 
statement read. “Any and all suggestion 
of wrongdoing is firmly rejected and 
the team will take all steps necessary 
to ensure the correct application of 
the regulations to the facts.” 

The team stressed that the FIA has 
been kept fully informed about what 
it was doing with its 2020 design: 
“Prior to the start of the season, the 
team cooperated with the FIA and 
satisfactorily addressed all questions 
regarding the origins of the designs of 
the RP2o0. The team is confident that 
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the protest will be dismissed once 
it has presented its response.” 

Brake ducts, which clearly have a 
key aerodynamic influence, became 
a listed part — in other words, a key 
element for which teams are expected 
to create their own intellectual 
property — for the 2020 season. 

Renault executive director Marcin 
Budkowski explained: “Basically we 
contend that the brake ducts front and 
rear that are used on the Racing Point 
are effectively a Mercedes design, and 
so have been designed by another 
competitor, which is in breach of the 
sporting regulations, more precisely 
Appendix 6, and therefore we 
protested the cars because of that. 

“First of all brake ducts are a listed 
part, because they are a performance 
differentiator as they’re an 
aerodynamically sensitive component. 
And they are also pretty crucial in 
controlling tyre temperatures, which 
we know is a fairly major performance 
differentiator in F1. It’s not a Racing 
Point design, so it’s not their 
intellectual property. And that’s 
explicitly banned in the regulations.” 

Racing Point is now in a difficult 
situation, in that the races are coming 
thick and fast, and yet the FIA 
investigation is several weeks away. 

If it continues to run its current 
duct design and then eventually loses 
the case, there is a risk that it loses 
any results and points achieved in the 
interim. Clearly modifying the design, 
or switching to an alternative such 
as a 2019 version, will present some 
short-term compromises that could 
be difficult to integrate with a rapid 
run of F1 races coming up. 

ADAM COOPER 


Crutchlow out 
of Honda frame 
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MotoGP race winner Cal Crutchlow 
faces an uncertain future after Honda 
confirmed it will move Alex Marquez out 
of its works squad for 2021 to make way 
for KTM rider Pol Espargaro and into the 
Briton’s berth at LCR — as first reported 
by Autosport back in June. 

Crutchlow joined the satellite LCR 
Honda squad in 2015, and has won three 
grands prix on the RC213V. He became 
a factory-contracted HRC rider in 2018. 
Crutchlow has frequently been the best 
Honda contender after Marc Marquez, 
and apart from the reigning world 
champion is the only rider to get the bike 
to the podium in the past two seasons. 

Crutchlow, Britain’s only full-time 
MotoGP rider, has been linked to 
Aprilia for 2021. “I think that if the 
opportunity arises that I can go and 
ride for Aprilia — it would be a great 
deal for me,” he admitted. 

Crutchlow brushed off the offer of 
a World Superbike move with Honda, 
saying he’s “not interested” in a return 
to the series he raced full-time in 2010. 

Talks between Andrea Dovizioso and 
Ducati have stalled once more, potentially 
opening up an opportunity for Crutchlow 
to return to the Italian marque, for which 
he raced for a single season in 2014. 

Asked by Autosport if this was 
an option, Crutchlow noted that his 
relationship with Ducati was “fantastic”, 
and that the prospect of riding one of 
its bikes again “very much excites me” 
if the offer becomes available. 

In the press release confirming rookie 
Alex Marquez’s new two-year deal with 
Honda, HRC thanked Crutchlow for his 
“diligent and tireless work” since joining 
the manufacturer’s ranks. 


LEWIS DUNCAN 
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NURBURGRING LANGSTRECKEN SERIE The new Haupt Racing Team Mercedes squad scored a double win in the Nordschleife-based NLS last weekend 
with British circuit specialist Adam Christodoulou at the wheel along with Maro Engel, Luca Stolz and Manuel Metzger. On Saturday they defeated the 
Walkenhorst Motorsport BMW of David Pittard, Mikkel Jensen and Christian Krognes. On Sunday they were second on the road behind the Octane 126 
Ferrari, before that was excluded for an illegal tyre. This time the Walkenhorst BMW was third. Other Brits in the top 10 were Alexander Sims and Nick 
Yelloly (Rowe Racing BMW, fifth on Saturday) and Richard Westbrook (Phoenix Racing Audi, ninth on Sunday). Photograph by Haupt Racing Team 


Butcher puts them on hook with pace of Ford 


BTCC 


British Touring Car Championship rising 
star Rory Butcher blitzed the only dry 
session in the series’ two-day Goodyear 
tyre test at Snetterton last week. 

The Scot caused a red flag when his 
new-shape Motorbase Performance Ford 
Focus (right) coasted to a halt at the end of 
the pitlane with electrical failure, but once 


TOP 10 TIMES 


POS DRIVER(CAR) TIME 
1 Rory Butcher (Ford) 1m56.504s 
2  TomChilton (Honda) 1m57.261s 
3  TomIngram (Toyota) 1m57.474s 
4  JakeHill (Honda) 1m57.534s 
5  DanCammish (Honda) 1m57.649s 
6 Stephen Jelley (BMW) 1m57.774s 
7  AshSutton (Infiniti) 1m58.034s 
8 Michael Crees (Honda) 1m58.048s 
9 AdamMorgan (Mercedes) 1m58.073s 
10 DanielRowbottom (Mercedes) 1m58.126s 


he properly got onto the track he was able 
to put in a short run that included two laps 
well quicker than the best anyone else set. 

“The car has been really good straight 
out of the box,” said Butcher. “Since the 
electrical issue it has gone really smoothly 
and we’ve worked our way through our plan. 
We’re definitely in a good place with the car. 
We decided to do a proper run at the end 
and see where we are — it turned out to 
be a good lap and the car was mega.” 

Best of the rest was BTC Racing Honda 
newcomer Tom Chilton, ahead of the 
Speedworks-run Toyota Corolla of Tom 
Ingram. The official BMWs run by West 
Surrey Racing did not complete any serious 
running in the opening session, sticking 
to a prearranged testing plan. 

With the second day wet throughout, 
Ash Sutton (right, below) banged in the top 
time in both sessions with the Laser Tools 
Infiniti. Next up were Ingram and Butcher. 

Speedworks also ran the development 
hybrid Toyota in conjunction with Cosworth 
Electronics, with Darren Turner at the 
wheel and the team happy with progress. 
MARCUS SIMMONS 
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returns in sportscar arena 


ITALIAN GT 


The Italian Trivellato Racing squad that 
helped Riccardo Patrese, Elio de Angelis 

and Gerhard Berger on the road to Formula 1 
is to make a comeback in the GT arena 


Trivellato, also raced in the European 
Formula 2 Championship with Patrese, 


Stohr and bike legend Giacomo Agostini. 
The new organisation plans a handful 

of outings with its Mercedes-AMG GT4s 

in this year’s Italian GT Championship as a 


after nearly 30 years away. 

Trivellato, a leading Mercedes dealership 
in Italy, has linked up with sportscar 
specialist Villorba Corse to run the German 
manufacturer’s GT3 and GT4 machinery 
under the banner of the team that scored 
a hat-trick of Italian Formula 3 titles in 
1976-78 with Patrese (above), de Angelis 


lead-in to full campaigns in 2021 in both GT3 
and GT'4. It is likely to make an assault on 
the GT World Challenge Europe, in which 
Villorba was pro-am teams’ champion in 
what was then the Blancpain Endurance 


Series in 2014, and the GT4 European Series. 


Villorba Corse boss Raimondo Amadio, 
whose team raced at the Le Mans 24 Hours 


and Siegfried Stohr. The team, run in its 
heyday by brothers Pino and Francesco 


in LMP2 in 2017-19, said: “Trivellato is an 
icon in Italian motorsport. When I got the 


McKLEIN 


call from the Trivellato family asking if I 
was interested in doing something together, 
it was a real honour. It makes sense because 
Trivellato runs an AMG Performance 
Center and we became a Mercedes 
customer team last year.” 

Trivellato CEO Luca Trivellato, son of 
Francesco, explained that he envisages 
a long-term with relationship with 
Villorba Corse as his family looks 
to rekindle its racing heritage. 

Trivellato Racing’s last major season of 
racing was in 1989 when Luca Badoer drove 
for the team in Italian F3. It subsequently 
closed its doors in the early 1990s. 

GARY WATKINS 


DTM king Spengler to make Le Mans debut 


LE MANS 24 HOURS 


BMW factory driver Bruno 
Spengler will make his 

Le Mans 24 Hours debut 
in September with the 
ByKolles LMP1 squad. 

The 2012 DTM champion, 
who is racing in the IMSA 
SportsCar Championship 
with the Rahal BMW squad 
this year, will drive the 
German-based team’s ENSO 
CLM-Gibson P1/01 at both 
Le Mans and next month’s 
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Spa 6 Hours World 
Endurance Championship 
round. The Canadian is the 
second to be confirmed for 
the car after team stalwart 
Tom Dillmann. 

“Le Mans is something 
I have always wanted to do, 
but it wasn’t something 
that was easy to combine 
with my programme,” said 
Spengler, who tested the 


car last week at Paul Ricard. 


“Now I’ve finally made it. 
To do it in an LMP1, pretty 


much one of the fastest 
racing cars in the world, 


makes it even more amazing.” 


Spengler explained that 
the opportunity came up as 
a result of long-standing 
links with ByKolles team 
owner Colin Kolles. The 
Romanian’s team was on 
the Formula 3 grid with 
Mercedes engines when he 
was part of the German 
manufacturer’s junior 
programme in 2003-04. 
GARY WATKINS 


Sirotkin in as Ferrari attacks GT 


GT WORLD CHALLENGE EUROPE 


Ex-Williams Formula 1 driver Sergey 
Sirotkin will move into the GT ranks with 
Ferrari in this year’s GT World Challenge 
Europe as part of an expanded attack by 
the Italian manufacturer on the series. 
The Russian, who has been retained in 
his reserve role with the Renault Fi team 
for 2020, will drive one of two Ferrari 488 
GT3 Evos run by the AF Corse squad in the 
Endurance Cup segment of the GIWCE. 
He is joining five Ferrari factory drivers for 
the assault on the four-race contest known 
until last year as the Blancpain GT Series. 
Sirotkin will drive a car entered under 
the banner of Russian entrant SMP Racing 
alongside Davide Rigon and Miguel 
Molina, who finished runners-up in the 
series last year together with Mikhail 
Aleshin. The sister car will be shared 
by James Calado, Alessandro Pier Guidi 
and new Ferrari signing Nicklas Nielsen. 
Long-time SMP driver Sirotkin has 
joined its GT programme after irregular 
appearances in its prototypes over the 
past four seasons. He raced at the Le Mans 
24 Hours in 2017 and 2019, respectively 
driving an LMP2 Dallara-Gibson P217 and 
an LMP1 BR Engineering BRE-AER BR1. 


Sirotkin said: “I am very motivated to 
be a part of the SMP Racing crew together 
with my team-mates Miguel and Davide 
and achieve the highest results.” 

Ferrari is billing its 2020 GITWCE 
programme as an “increased engagement” 
in the GTWCE. It will be the first time 
that AF, Ferrari’s works GTE Pro team 
in the World Endurance Championship, 
has mounted a full attack on the series 
in the pro class under its own flag. 

The GTWCE will kick off with the Imola 
enduro on 26 July with 42 full-season 
entries. That’s down on the 54 cars 
originally registered, but series boss 
Stephane Ratel still described the series as 
“very healthy” in the face of the delayed 
start to the season resulting from the 
coronavirus pandemic. “The endurance 
grid is still a big field, which is absolutely 
comparable to last year,” he said. “There 
has been an impact [of COVID-19] that 
we can’t ignore, but we started at such 
a high level with a record entry.” 

He suggested that, with race-by-race 
entries, the field could still hit 50 cars 
at Imola. The season-long entry for the 
Sprint Cup, which begins on 8-9 August, 
has shrunk from 33 to 23 cars. 

GARY WATKINS 
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QUINN STARS IN 
LAST-MINUTE 
RENAULT CALL-UP 


FORMULA RENAULT 


There was South American joy 
in the opening round of the 
Formula Renault Eurocup at 
Monza last weekend, but a 
budgetless driver from Cornwall 
so nearly provided a shock. 

While exciting Argentinian 
talent Franco Colapinto and 
Renault Fi Junior Caio Collet 
took a victory apiece, last-gasp 
Arden substitute Alex Quinn 
scored a pole and could have 
won but for a safety car. 

Quinn had already survived 
one restart when a second 
caution was called. He had to 
defend from Colapinto into the 
Rettifilo chicane, and the lost 
momentum allowed the MP 
Motorsport man to draft past 
him into Roggia. Quinn then 
fended off Collet for second. 

Quinn was called up because 
Italian quarantine rules made 
it impossible for Australian 
Jackson Walls to contest the first 
two rounds at Monza and Imola. 

Arden team manager Ben 
Salter said: “Alex had never been 
to Monza, he didn’t even do a 
track walk, and this shows how 
talented the kid is. It also proves 
where Arden is in Renault — we 
are at the front and we have the 
capability to win.” 

The other story of the 
weekend was the return of 
ART Grand Prix to a category it 
initially made its name in under 
the ASM banner. ART’s Victor 
Martins was in the lead battle 
in race one before riding over 
Colapinto’s rear wheels. He led 
race two, before losing out to 
R-ace GP driver Collet, with 
Colapinto third. Quinn was taken 
out of third by Petr Ptacek, who 
received a 25-second penalty. 
MARCUS SIMMONS 
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FROM X-MEN TO ELMS MAN 


Hollywood star Michael Fassbender 
will contest this year’s European 

Le Mans Series as part of his plan to 
race at the Le Mans 24 Hours. The 
lrish-German, star of a trio of X-Men 
films, will drive a Porsche 911 GT3-R 
for the Proton squad alongside 
factory pilot Richard Lietz and Felipe 
Fernandez Laser. Fassbender has 
previously raced in the Ferrari 
Challenge North America and in the 
national level events in Germany. 


SUZUKA RACE NOT REPLACED 
STALEY The Intercontinental GT Challenge 
motorsport will remain at four rounds after the 
IMAGES cancellation of the Suzuka 10 Hours 
set for 23 August. The Stephane Ratel 
e e e Organisation, which runs the 
Cass Iidy in aS Bi rd goes to Jagua ir GT3 series, explained that it had 
abandoned plans to replace the 
Japanese race with a fixture 


FORMULA E FE career after only one season, although elsewhere in Asia in light of the 
Calado has been approached to stay congested end-of-season schedule 
Sam Bird will leave the Envision Virgin on in a test and reserve-driver role. resulting from the COVID-19 crisis. 
Racing Formula E team come the end Bird said: “I have watched Jaguar’s The Kyalami 9 Hours series finale has 
of this 2019-20 season, paving the way growth and progress in the series... 1 am been pushed back three weeks to 
for 2019 Super Formula champion Nick incredibly hungry for success and I believe 12 December for the same reason. 
Cassidy to convert his sublime testing that together with Mitch we can achieve 
pace into proper points. great things for the team and ourselves. DEFRANCESCO GETS PIPPED 
A nine-time E-Prix winner, and the only __I want to thank Envision Virgin Racing Canadian Devlin DeFrancesco, who 
driver to score a victory in every season for everything we have achieved together pulled out of his FIA Formula 3 drive 
of the championship, Bird has contested and wish them well for the future.” with Trident on the eve of the season, 
every one of the 63 races in FE history, all Jaguar team director James Barclay fell just 0.0556 seconds short of 
for the Virgin squad throughout its DS and _—_ added: “We now have two proven race winning on his Indy Pro 2000 debut 
Envision guises. His best effort came in winners that are capable of enabling us at Road America last weekend. 
2017-18, when he finished third overall. to challenge for both team and driver DeFrancesco led after qualifying 
Former Mercedes Fi test driver Bird is championship titles next season.” on pole for Andretti Steinbrenner 
as highly rated as they come in FE, but The vacant seat at Envision Virgin Autosport, but was outgunned on the 
in recent seasons the Virgin team and its Racing will be filled by Cassidy, who drag to the line by Singaporean talent 
customer Audi powertrain have fallen took part in the Marrakech rookie test for Danial Frost, who had started from the 
down the pecking order. So, once the six the team earlier this season (above). The back of the grid. Russian ex-European 
races at the Tempelhof Airport in August Kiwi, who also counts the 2017 Super GT F3 racer Artem Petrov won the sequel. 
have concluded the current campaign, the and 2015 Japanese F3 titles among his Briton Matt Round-Garrido finished 
33-year-old Briton will finally sign for successes, dominated the running. Not fourth in each of the USF2000 races. 
Jaguar — after failing to agree terms with only did he set the fastest time of the day 
the team when it joined the grid in 2016. by 0.5 seconds, but he also broke an FE BELGIAN TALENT IN AUDI 
Bird’s move to Jaguar, which lies third record by posting the fastest ever average TCR Europe race winner Gilles 
in the teams’ standings with lead driver lap speed for the category. He is set to Magnus is stepping up to the World 
Mitch Evans second in the points, looks partner current incumbent Robin Frijns. Touring Car Cup this season. Magnus, 
set to end James Calado’s frontline MATT KEW backed by the Belgian national talent 


scheme, will race an Audi RS3 LMS 
run by Comtoyou Racing. 
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ALLPICS: PRODRIVE 


Earlier this year Prodrive announced 

that it had joined forces with the 

Kingdom of Bahrain to develop a new 

car to contest the 2021 Dakar Rally. 
Autosport’s colleagues at 

Motorsport.com Spain recently 

caught up with Prodrive founder 

and chairman David Richards to 

find out more about the project 

and the challenges ahead. 
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DAVID RICHARDS Q&A 


How and when did this Dakar Rally 
project start? 

It started around January last year, 
18 months ago. 


Was Dakar a natural step for Prodrive? 

Well, it was one of the few remaining categories 
of motorsport that Prodrive has not competed 
in. The great thing about Dakar and the 
technical regulations is the freedom of it. 

Most motorsport categories these days are 
fairly restrictive, and for us with the range 

of skills that we have at Prodrive it suits us 
perfectly to have a more open formula that 
we could develop the car from the ground up 
and be responsible for every aspect of it. 


Did Ari Vatanen have anything to do with 
this project? 

No, only in the sense he has always encouraged 
me to do Dakar some time. He is a big fan of 
Dakar. Ari and | are still great friends and we 
speak a lot. He said, ‘You know, one day 

you’ve got to get Prodrive to go to Dakar’. 


What does the Dakar Rally mean for you? 
You see stories in motor racing of drivers 
talking about the triple crown, so winning the 
Monaco Grand Prix, the Indianapolis 500 and 
the 24 Hours of Le Mans. | look at all these 
events, and | think Dakar is up among the 


biggest motorsport challenges in the world. 
There were some drivers, like Sebastien Loeb, 
who went there and didn’t achieve any results, 
so it’s one of those targets. You ask people 
why they climb mountains and they say 
‘because they are there’. And with Dakar 

it’s one of those great motorsport 
achievements to be conquered. 


You announced that the prototype will 

be a four-wheel-drive car. Did you decide 
this from the beginning or did you assess 
the two-wheel-drive option? 

We always had a plan for the 4x4. As soon as 
we knew the new technical regulations were 
going in this direction and with the petrol 
engine as well, that’s when we started the 
design process, so it’s always been in our 
mind to be this way. 


How is the technical development 
going? Has everything been built 

at Prodrive in Banbury? 

Everything is technically built in Banbury, 
but we have partnerships. For example, the 
transmission is anew one, because we are 
using SADEV, the same people that do the 
transmissions for most other Dakar cars, 
and they are very supportive. But in general 
terms, everything is being developed and 
designed out of Banbury. 


Six-pot front calipers 
Six-pot rear calipers 
Vented discs 


High strength steel tubular structure 
Carbon and natural fibre composite bodywork 
Built-in hydraulic jacks 


Length 4.5m ie Carbonfibre seats 2 <- )  Front-mid 

Width 2.0m Six-point safety harness ty = _ 3.5-litre V6 twin turbo 
Height 1.8m © bdualfire extinguisher system : nt Single plenum/throttle 
Wheelbase 2.9m Lightweight lithium-ion battery c. ” Dry sump 

Dry weight 1850kg Navigation system ; Power 400bhp 


Torque 516lb ft 


shift gearbox 


Front, centre and rear 


differentials 


Four-wheel drive 
Six-speed sequential- 


500-litre in safety cell to 
FIA standards 


Double wishbone 
Two fully adjustable 
dampers per wheel 


What are your goals in the next months? Do 
you think it’s possible to fight against Mini 
X-Raid and Toyota Gazoo from the start? 
When you go to a new category of motorsport 
with competitors that have lots of experience, 
you can’t be complacent. You have to accept 
that there is a lot of learning to be done. We 
will be doing many thousands of kilometres of 
testing in the next six months. When we get to 
the start of Dakar, we will have a car that we 
feel will be robust and well-tested. I’ve got 

no doubts we will be competitive but Dakar 

is along event and anything can happen, so 
you have to be realistic about your chance 

of winning. But | would be disappointed if 
people do not look at us on the startline 

and say, ‘That’s a potential winner’. 


Will the first proper tests happen in 
the summer? 

Yes, testing will start in August and run 
all the way through the autumn. 


The driver market is a little barren. 

What kind of driver are you looking for? 
You are quite right, the driver market in 

this period is quite limited, so maybe it’s an 
opportunity to look outside the conventional 
people we expect to see at the start of Dakar. 
But we’ve been talking, as you can expect, 

to most of the drivers and obviously we 


have a plan. We’ll announce the drivers 
before we start testing. 


Has Carlos Sainz been an option? 

Carlos has a great relationship with us since 
his time with us at Subaru. We all remember 
him with great affection and | see Carlos 
quite regularly. He’s obviously a great 

friend of mine and Prodrive’s. 


Nani Roma has enormous experience in 
developing 4x4 cars, and has the sort of 
profile you’re looking for... 

It’s interesting because in Spain there are 
many good drivers for Dakar, not only in 
the cars, but also on bikes. 


On a rally like Dakar it’s better to have 
at least two chances than only one. Have 
you decided how many BRX TIs you will 
have at the start on 3 January? 

We will be running two or three cars. 


We saw you last January in the Dakar 
bivouac. How was the experience for you? 
There were lots of things about the first Dakar 
in Saudi Arabia that impressed me. The country 
itself, the terrain, was spectacular. But most 
importantly for me was the welcome we 
received from the people there. It was quite 
extraordinary. Everywhere you went in the 


middle of the desert, in the middle of the 
countryside, local people come and say, 
‘We are really happy to see you here and 
welcome to our country’. 


Has COVID affected your plans? 

It has delayed everything a little bit. We were 
due to make a press announcement back in 
April, but it has been postponed. We are about 
six weeks behind schedule at the moment, with 
people not being able to come to work and 
delays from suppliers in the main, but it’s not 
impossible. In fact the engineers were telling 
me it’s allowed them to revisit some of the 
aspects of the car that they wouldn’t have 
spent a lot of time on, so | think it will be 

a better product as a result. 


When do you plan to have the first car built, 
and will you go testing straight away? 
During the beginning of August, and we have 
a full test schedule where we start on the test 
tracks in England - MIRA or Millbrook - where 
you do just basic installation tests, calibration 
tests. Still very locally, we go down to Wales 
for a week for the general handling testing 
and rough-work testing, and then we are 
going to spend a couple of weeks in the 

South of France. | think we move to the 
Middle East in September and then all 

testing will be carried out there. 
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F1 HUNGARIAN GRAND PRIX PREVIEW 


Hungarian Grand Prix 


Hungaroring - Budapest 


a 19th July 2020 


Sw sTART TES TRE ALLACATION 


Friday 17 July HARD MEDIUM SOFT 
FP1 1000 bd 7 v 

Saturday 18 July 

FP3 1100 


QUALIFYING 1400 


Sunday 19 July CHAMPIONSHIP 


RACE 1410 


Drivers Constructors 
CATCH THE RACE LIVE 1 Bottas.......... son 43 1 Mercedes 80 
SKY SPORTS F1 2 Hamilton 37 2 McLaren 39 
3 Norris 26 3 Red Bull 27 
HIGHLIGHTS 4 Leclerc 18 4 Racing Point......22 
CHANNEL 4 1930 5 Perez 16 5 Ferrari on IG 
Previous winners ~ Hungaroring masters 


Damon Hill gave Brabham its 
last F1 start at Hungaroring 
in 1992. He finished 11th 


2019 Lewis Hamilton Mercedes 
2018 Lewis Hamilton Mercedes 
2017 Sebastian Vettel Ferrari 


Top 10 points L Hamilton 232 
scorers for KRaikkonen 207 


grands prixat 4. Schumacher 180 
Hungaroring. 


2016 Lewis Hamilton Mercedes All races F Alonso 164 
2015 Sebastian Vettel Ferrari converted S Vettel 163 
2014 Daniel Ricciardo Red Bull to current ASenna 147 


oints system. 
pare DHill 126 


D Coulthard 117 
RBarrichello 112 
J Button 100 


2013 Lewis Hamilton Mercedes 
2012 Lewis Hamilton McLaren 
2011 Jenson Button McLaren 
2010 Mark Webber Red Bull 
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; 
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chemical resistance. Plus, the same slick 
finish and candy-like gloss you can expect 
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Meet Adam 
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Honest but damning verdict 


Ferrari boss Mattia Binotto’s own words accurately summarise the state of play at the 


Italian squad. And being open about your failures is the first step to addressing them 


ALEX KALINAUCKAS 


o Ferrari-powered driver finished in the top 
eight ina single one of the Styrian Grand Prix’s 

N four track sessions. Another one of the works 
team’s drivers fell in Q2 and pickedupa 
penalty in the same segment. 

When the lights went out last Sunday, things got worse for 
Ferrari when Sebastian Vettel slipped behind George Russell and 
Lance Stroll off the line, and then the team’s worst nightmare 
happened — for the second time in four Formula1 races — when 
their drivers collided, with Charles Leclerc at fault for wiping 
out his team-mate at the race’s third corner. 

The words of team principal Mattia Binotto summed things up. 
“We have to work out why and change this state of affairs, which 
is just not good enough for ateam by the name of Ferrari,” he said. 
“We mustn’t get het up about it, but we cannot ignore the facts.” 

The thing is, he said this before the race, in an official Ferrari 
team statement that was supplied after Vettel and Leclerc had 
qualified 10th and 11th (with Leclerc later demoted to 14th for 
blocking Daniil Kvyat) while running updated parts of their 
SF1000s in the wet session Vettel had been hoping for. 

Binotto earned much praise for revitalising Ferrari after the 
clammed-up era that characterised Maurizio Arrivabene’s time 
in charge of the team. Andhe shouldbe praised for his honesty 
in these remarks. This doesn’t sound like a personrunning from 


“The car is too draggy, which 
is exacerbating the power 
problem, and clearly a handful” 


their problems or refusing to admit they exist. Grasping and 
addressing an issue will get it solved much faster than ignoring it... 

But things look far worse for Ferrari than surely was ever feared 
when its 2020 challenger underwhelmed in winter testing, downon 
straightline speed — perhaps explained by the team’s “settlement” 
with the FIA over its previous power-unit arrangement. 

The car is also too draggy, which is exacerbating the power 
problem, and is clearly a handful for the drivers. To fix these 
issues, Ferrariis attempting to redefine the car’s nature with 
amajor development package — initially expected for this 
weekend’s Hungarian Grand Prix, but with the new front 
wing and floor hurried out for the Styrian event (see page 31). 

Ferrari didn’t seem to chase the headline lap times withits 
updates and in any case it concentrated on the medium tyres, 


which it didnot run in second practice for the Austrian GP — 
so we cannot draw firm comparisons despite the stable location. 

Ferrari’s straightline speed deficit again stood out last 
weekend. At the head of the pack, Red Bull felt that this was 
where Mercedes had the ultimate edge, and has said it is 
targeting the Hungaroring race to see what it really stands 
chassis-wise. And so Ferrari must do the same at a venue 
that is much less power-dependant than the Red Bull Ring. 

The Turn 3 crash was another costly driver error ina 
red car. To be fair to Leclerc, who without a doubt is one 
of F1’s best drivers, he immediately owned the mistake 
and apologised to Vettel andthe team. 

But the combination of all Ferrari’s problems has left it 
with nowhere to hide, and this was summed up by the team’s 
former technical director, Ross Brawn, who said after the 
Styrian disaster:“I know from my own experience that the 
media pressure in Italy can be incredibly intense, and you 
have tomake sure it doesn’t get to your people.” 

So, the SF1000 is down on power and grip, anightmare mix for 
any team. The bigger problem is that the 2020 cars will mostly be 
carried over to 2021 as aresult of the coronavirus pandemic cost- 
saving measures. So, unless Ferrari can somehow turn everything 
around, it will carry a deficit for effectively two seasons. 

This problem will be further highlighted by the pace and results 
for McLaren’s cars — especially the one driven by Carlos Sainz Jr, 
as he will replace Vettel for next year. He is already being asked 
what it feels like to see the team he will be joining scrapping in 
the mid-pack when it should be fighting Mercedes and Red Bull. 
He insists he hasn’t “really thought about it”. 

Nevertheless, last weekend will have been uncomfortable 
viewing for any Ferrari fan — and many impartial onlookers too. 
This isa brilliant team witha tremendously storied history in 
motorsport. F1is surely better off to have it in contention for 
victory, with the Mercedes/Ferrari/McLaren podium in race 
one the sort of mix the championship needs, even if the reigning 
champion squad doesn’t look like being toppled. 

It has now been 13 years since Ferrari last had a drivers’ 
champion — the second biggest gap inits history (ahead 
of 1964-75, but behind 1979-2000). 

Soit must hope it can find inspiration from the despair of 
Binotto’s frank and fair assessment, and also move on faster 
thanks to Leclerc’s honesty. Sucha brutal appraisal is a feature of 
winning teams — just look at Mercedes, or the Brawn-era Ferrari 
team, both squads that leave (or left) no stone unturned, even 
if that means having these uncomfortable conversations. “ 


©) P20 sTYRIAN GP REPORT 
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Birth of a new IndyCar force? 


Felix Rosenqvist’s first victory is significant in itself — and for his trophy cabinet — 


but it also lifts him to a whole new psychological plane: that of potential champion 


DAVID MALSHER-LOPEZ 


y heart broke just as surely as the #10 Chip Ganassi 
Racing Dallara-Honda when last month Felix 

M Rosenqvist lost his patience, lost his car and lost 
acertain second place against the Turn 2 wall at 
Texas Motor Speedway. 

He had qualified only ninth but, taking full advantage of the 
superiority that Ganassi’s brightest engineering minds had 
conferred on their cars for that night’s race, he had moved 
purposefully through the field, dismissing Team Penske’s three 
aces with relative ease. Then, during the penultimate stint, he 
started to really close on leader and team-mate Scott Dixon. 
When, following the final pitstop, he was inadvertently baulked 
byJames Hinchcliffe, and Marco Andretti whipped past the 
pair of them to unlap himself from Rosenqvist, the Swede 
made an impatient move. 

Asis his way, he took responsibility. Asked afterwards if he 
blamed Hinch, Rosenqvist would have none of it:“I can’t blame 
others for whatever situation I have. It’s my judgement, I went 
for the outside. Probably shouldn’t have done it.” 

This display of honesty and failure to rise to media bait went 
out live on NBC, and [hope it won Felix a swathe of new fans. 

Team owner Chip Ganassi will have understood toacertain 
extent — he acknowledges the desire to win, and he’s been 
watching his drivers battle with each other since Jimmy Vasser 


“I would have hated to see 
Rosengqvist’s huge potential get 
tripped up by his temperament” 


and Alex Zanardi traded blows almost a quarter of acentury ago. 
But unless there’s a championship at stake, he also surely doesn’t 
care which of his cars visits Victory Lane, so while it’s tolerable for 
adriver to shunt while trying to snatcha win from arival team, 
to cause thousands of dollars of damage while trying to wrest 
the lead away from a team-mate is not so good. 

The shunt was atypical of Rosenqvist because he rarely 
makes the same mistake twice, so he knew that even arunner-up 
finish on an oval would have been a huge step. Having disliked 
left-hand-only courses in his part-time Indy Lights season with 
Belardi Auto Racing in 2016, this was compounded in his rookie 
IndyCar campaign last year by an alarming high-speed shunt at 
Indianapolis during practice for the 500. So last winter he went to 
consult with Ganassi’s driver advisor Dario Franchitti about what 
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to seek from an oval car. Whatever the four-time champion 
and three-time Indy 500 winner told him clearly helped. 

The big worry over Rosenqvist’s Texas shunt was how he might 
respond following a month brooding over his cock-up before the 
second IndyCar Series race of this disrupted season. Two years 
earlier, Ed Jones in the same #10 Ganassi entry had stuffed his car 
at Phoenix and his self-confidence never recovered: too often 
thereafter, he looked like aman driving at 99%, and that just isn’t 
enough when 20 cars can be covered by 1.5 seconds. Then there are 
pilots who respond in the opposite manner, start driving at 101% 
following abad result. A fairly recent example is Tristan Vautier, 
2.012 Indy Lights champion, whose hitherto composed driving 
style fell to pieces in his rookie IndyCar season with Schmidt 
Peterson Motorsports as he tried to match his smooth and fast 
team-mate Simon Pagenaud. Vautier simply had far too many 
incidents so, come season’s end and no longer possessing Road 
to Indy scholarship money, he was of little interest to SPM, 
nor anyone else in the IndyCar paddock. This very talented 
youngster’s career has never truly recovered. 

I’dhave hated to see Rosenqvist’s huge racing potential — he’s 
won in every major series in which he has competed, bar Super GT 
— get tripped up by his temperament, were he to respond to 
pressure in the manner of either Jones or Vautier. Yes, he won 
IndyCar’s 2019 Rookie of the Year title, finishing sixth overall, 
and enjoyed the highlights of a pole position at the Indy GP and 
aridiculously close runner-up finish to Dixon at Mid-Ohio. But 
Dixon nailed the first three races of 2020, and you can only imagine 
what pressure this put on Rosenqvist, aman who has shown since 
he first tested for Ganassi back in July 2016 that he at least has the 
basic pace to match the now five-time series champion. 

Even though he’s won at almost every other level, and knew from 
his limited IndyCar experience that he absolutely had the potential 
to win in this series, to close the deal for the first time, as he didin 
spectacular style last Sunday at Road America, is abig step. 

“Tt just gets the monkey off your back, kind of reassures you that 
you can do it,’ said Sunday’s third-place finisher Alexander Rossi. 
“Wins are few and far between — except for the #9 car [Dixon’s] it 
would seem! Good to remind yourself you’re capable of doing it. 
As muchas finishing in the top five and on the podium is good, 
without winning races it’s impossible not to question some things. 

“Felix — it’s been along time coming for him. He’s been fast. 
Won Rookie of the Year last year. No surprise he won today.” 

Now Rosenqvist has proven to himself — and to Ganassi and 
principal sponsor NTT — that he can succeed in IndyCar. Don’t be 
surprised if he takes the title in the next two or three years. 
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As a fan of more than 50 years’ standing, one of the attractions 
of following motorsport is the ability to escape the ‘news’ 


PAUL RICHARDS 


Sport allows an escape from politics 

Your editorial was a bit contentious last week. I disagree 
completely: for me, as a fan of more than 50 years’ standing, 
one of the attractions of following motorsport is the ability 
to escape the ‘news’. 

Knowing that Autosport wishes to remain objective in its 
reporting, and in the interest of a more balanced viewpoint 
than the one put forward by Lewis Hamilton, it should be 
observed that the Black Lives Matter movement is openly 
Marxist, with an agenda including the abolition of capitalism 
and defunding of the police. 

No right-thinking individual disagrees with racial equality, 
but I think that Lewis has made the wrong choice in aligning 


himself with this particular body, and I wonder whether the 
other drivers are aware that BLM stands for much more 
than just opposition to racial injustice. 

We may never know, but it is possible that Hamilton’s 
poor showing at the Austrian Grand Prix arose from lapses 
of concentration, with his focus split between his driving 
and his politicising? 

PaulRichards 
Norfolk 


Where do we draw the line? 

Your editorial (9 July) says that it is plainly ridiculous that 
sport should be kept separate from politics. The problem 
with this view is you either have to look at every issue from 
a political standpoint or otherwise be selective, which is 
illogical. If there is a Chinese GP, for example, surely we 
should be boycotting it in view of their concentration 
camps and repression in Hong Kong? 

Andrew Wallace 

Hitchin, Herts 


Look behind the slogan 

When Lewis Hamilton, Mercedes F1 and Autosport (Alex 
Kalinauckas) state support for the Black Lives Matter 
organisation, it must be implied that they support this 


organisation’s values, agenda, policies and actions, not just 
the name! I somehow doubt the unimaginably wealthy Lewis 
Hamilton has actually bothered to look behind the slogan 
‘Black Lives Matter’ to find out just what he is advocating! 

I always considered myself very fortunate to have been 
working in Fi at a time and in a position where I was able 
to make a positive contribution to enabling Lewis Hamilton 
to win his first world championship and was always elated 
when he won. The superficiality, lack of interest in facts 
and mob mentality displayed at this time make me very 
disappointed in him. 
James Gardiner 
By email 


Is Mercedes’ livery a step too far? 

While I hold the Mercedes F1 team and Lewis Hamilton in 
high regard for their achievements and would agree with 
their stance on equality, I would ask if they have gone a 
step too far in painting the cars black, the wearing of black 
driving suits, helmets, etc? Times do move on, but we 
should remember motor racing is still essentially a sport. 
John Marsh 

By email 
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STAT 


85 


Hamilton scored his 
85th F1 victory 


RACE CENTRE 


STYRIAN GRAND PRIX ® INDYCAR ROAD AMERICA ® FORMULA 3 ® FORMULA 2 © WORLD OF SPORT 
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HAMILTON UNDERLINES 
THE MERGEDES ADVANTAGE 


This time it was the reigning world champion’s turn on the top step 
of the Red Bull Ring podium after a masterful performance 


ALEX KALINAUCKAS 
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STYRIAN GP 


wo races into the 2020 season and Mercedes has levelled 
the score at the Red Bull Ring. Max Verstappen had given 
the home team the glory in the previous two‘normal’ 
seasons but, in this year without precedent, Mercedes has 
struck back mightily, andthe score since 2018 is now 2-2. 
Since 2014, when the Austrian track rejoined the Formula 
1 calendar after a decade’s absence, it’s actually 6-2. The 
more you look the worse it gets for Red Bull, and that was 
the main takeaway from the first Styrian Grand Prix. 

Lewis Hamilton was triumphant, hitting back after his 
season opener the preceding weekend had gone awry. 
The incident-packed Austrian GP had been about 
winning the changing circumstances of the race, which 
Mercedes of course did with Valtteri Bottas, but Red Bull had hoped 
Verstappen’s contra-strategy would keep him in the fight, and it 
should have given him the chance to take the victory when the gearbox 
gremlins struck Mercedes. Plus, Alex Albon had the chance to score an 
unlikely win on fresher tyres late on before his clash with Hamilton. 

By contrast, and with the teams having their first chance to put 
what they learned in one race into an exact copy the next weekend, 
the Styrian GP was much more conventional. All the leading runners 
took the start on the soft rubber, with Bottas out of position in 
fourth after a glazed brake in qualifying hindered his challenge. 
With Verstappen starting alongside poleman Hamilton — and any 
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hope of strategic tyre variation between Formula 1’s two leading 
squads removed by the thrilling wet-weather qualifying session 
(see page 25) — the stage was set, finally, to see where things stood 
at the front of the pack over a full race distance. 
And Red Bull came up short. Or did Mercedes show that it has 
enough in hand to see off the challenge? Either way, it ended in 
yet another 1-2 for statistically the best team of F1’s current era. 
Things started off well for Hamilton and frustratingly for 
Verstappen, as the world champion roared away from the 89th pole of 
his Fi career. To make things that bit more complicated for Verstappen, 
for the second weekend in a row he had to fend off the advances of a 
McLaren on the opening tour. This time it was Carlos Sainz Jr and, 
although a trip across the Red Bull Ring’s kerb-heavy Turn 1 runoff 
cost the Spaniard momentum, by the time Verstappen was sure he 
had second under control at the exit of Turn 3, Hamilton was gone. 
Once the track had been swept clear of bodywork debris from the 
intra-Ferrari clash between Sebastian Vettel and Charles Leclerc, 
which required a safety-car intervention before lap one had been 
completed, Hamilton set about establishing his lead at the restart on 
lap four of 71. Over the next 16 tours he extended it to 4.105 seconds, 
and then on lap 20 Mercedes turned the screw. Hamilton put ina 
1m08.183s, which was 0.202s faster than his previous best, with 
Red Bull soon warning Verstappen that the Mercedes drivers had 
been told to push as they approached the end of the first stint. 
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Haven’t we been here before? 
Red Bull Ring rc round two, but 
now it’s Hamilton ahead 


RED BULL RING TRACK LAYOUT 
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Verstappen thrilled with 


feisty defence, but could 
not hold back Bottas 


It was Mercedes drivers plural, because by that stage Bottas had 
dispatched Sainz with a blast of DRS on the approach to the downhill 
right of Turn 4 — where Hamilton and Albon had come to blows the 
previous week — and was 2.68s behind Verstappen. 

Red Bull was ina bind. Verstappen seemed to be able to at least 
gamely hang onto Hamilton, albeit a chunk adrift, and was therefore 
in the mix, but he couldn’t stop the time getting away.“Lewis 
[was] pace-managing,” Verstappen said of the opening stint. 

“Of course, he knows my lap times, that the gap is not closing or 
growing. I’m just doing my laps. There’s always a bit of margin, 
but if would push more, Lewis would push more. You could see 
once you have to pusha bit more and you have the tyres to do so, 
then I’m just abit too slow” 

That is a point to return to later, but Red Bull was doubly undone 
by the lack of asecond car in the podium fight. By the time Verstappen 
stopped on lap 24, Albon was 28.150s off the lead, more than 22s 
behind his team-mate and, crucially, 20.165s adrift of Bottas. This 
meant Mercedes essentially held all the cards — a pace advantage 
and two cars to outmanoeuvre Red Bull. 

The home team knew it had only two choices — keep Verstappen 
out and more than likely lose track position to a Bottas undercut, 
or go aggressive and pit its lead car, hoping Verstappen would be 
able to hang on with older tyres ina late-race battle. 

“Tf we’d have pitted later they’d have pitted earlier,’ Red Bull team 
boss Christian Horner later reflected.“So the problem is if you havea 
faster car [against you] — and we only had one car to play with at that 
point in the race — you either bank track position or you concede it. 
And we chose to retain track position by pitting, and so then Bottas 
was instructed to stay out because he’d obviously been instructed 
to close to put them within an undercut.” 

Red Bull’s decision meant the Mercedes drivers did not have to 
think about coming in immediately, as Hamilton’s early lead gave 
him safe breathing room and Bottas had torun longer to create 
the tyre-life advantage against Verstappen at the end of the race. 
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Hamilton stopped on lap 27 and from there, with the net lead secure, 
he was able to go about a business he knows very well — sealing arace 
win. The story at the front was then really all about Verstappen and 
Bottas, and who would occupy the second two steps of the bizarre, 
robot-trolley-attended podium, and in what order. 

When he eventually came in to join Hamilton and Verstappen 
onthe medium Pirellis at the end of lap 34, Bottas knew he had 
to charge down and pass his rival on track. As his second stint 
began, the Finn faced a 8.2678 deficit, but he immediately 
began to erode Verstappen’s advantage. 

Soon, though, things became more complicated for Bottas as 


“THERE WERE MANY BACKMARKERS 
RACING IN FRONT OF ME NOT REALLY 
CARING THAT THEY HAD BLUE FLAGS” 
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Perez chases down Albon, 
but it didn’t end well 


Hamilton escaped while 
Verstappen had to 
fend off Sainz 


\ power-unit strengths 


the gap stabilised, and it briefly began to look as if Verstappen 
might have enough in reserve to keep ahead. The reason, according 
to Bottas, was a lack of help from backmarkers — and there were 

a fair few of them, with everyone up to and including the ninth- 
placed car alap down by the end. 

“Twent through quite a bit of traffic,’ Bottas explained.“There 
were many backmarkers and some of them it was pretty shocking 
that sometimes I spent more than a lap with them having blue flags 
and just not moving away. They were racing each other in front of me 
and not really caring that they had blue flags. So I hope that will be 
looked into [and] I think that’s why I lost quite a bit of momentum.” 

Once in clear air, Bottas began to make more progress, which was 
aided by Verstappen’s 10-laps-older tyres inevitably losing their edge 
and his car picking up damage. Once again the Red Bull Ring’s kerbs bit, 
with Verstappen losing the right -hand edge of his front wing — and 
later having to deal with“a few bits” of his rear wing endplates“falling 
off” — possibly around lap 57, at which point he began circulating 
more than half a second slower compared to his previous efforts. 

By the end of lap 65, Bottas was within striking distance, six earlier 
than Mercedes had predicted when it had told him it would come 
down to the final tour. But he still had to get past one of F1’s feistiest 
drivers — and Verstappen did not make it easy. 

Bottas looked to have got the move done by using DRS to move 
ahead on the inside run to Turn 4, before Verstappen hung on around 
the outside into the corner-exit acceleration zone that masquerades 
as Turns, and was then on the inside of Turn 6 — a positional advantage 
he used to run his opponent out wide and stay firmly ahead. 

Only for one more lap, though. Next time by, Bottas pulled the 
same move, only this time he made sure to defend the outside line 
as he ran through Turn 4. Second was his and Red Bull instead turned 
Verstappen’s attention to fastest lap, as he had enough in hand over 
Albon to come in and put the softs back on. But he emerged in traffic 
and could not steal back a point on the triumphant Mercedes team. 

That Verstappen had enough over Albon to do that isitselfpretty >> 
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QUALIFYING 


Hamilton emerged from. 
the murk 1.216s ahead 


perms 
_ orm 


“Here we go again,’ thought Autosport on Saturday morning, 
checking the timing screens for the moment FP3 would be 
called off. Torrential rain had already forced the first FIA 
Formula 3 race to be abandoned halfway through, and it 
seemed like another day of cancellations and delays was 

in store - much like it had at Austin in 2015. 

How wrong that expectation was. Despite causing 
a 46-minute delay to the start of Q1, the rain abated 
just enough to let the cars take to the track for the 
traditional qualifying slot. 

Q1 was an ever-changing wave to be surfed, with the 
fastest drivers building confidence on one set of extreme- 
wet Pirellis and riding them to the end. Others had to pit to 
make sure of progress, while some - such as the Williams 
pair —- hoped the fresh rubber would lead to aggressive leaps. 

It worked handsomely for the impressive George Russell, 
who gave Williams its first Q2 appearance since Brazil 2018. 
He did seem to benefit from Antonio Giovinazzi causing a late 
red flag, but it matters not - this was another starring drive. 

Charles Leclerc fell in Q2 - another embarrassment for 
Ferrari, which got worse when he was handed a three-place 
grid drop for blocking Daniil Kvyat. Sebastian Vettel struggled 
for tyre temperature in Q3 and finished 10th - which was 
followed by stern words from Mattia Binotto regarding 
the team’s current car woes. 

But Q3, and the day, belonged to Lewis Hamilton. Following 
an unhappy FP2 session, after 


which Toto Wolff said Mercedes “HAMILTON SAID 
was “in the dark” on Hamilton’s HIS LAP WAS ‘AS 


car as the team struggled to 


pin down handling issues, he CLOSE 10 PERFECT 
was majestic in the rain. AS | COULD GET 
Hamilton said his lap was IN THOSE 


“as close to perfect as | could 

really get in those conditions”, CONDITIONS’” 
which just about sums it up - 

a last-gasp stunner that gave him pole by 1.216 seconds. 

Max Verstappen was second after a stern challenge, with 
Carlos Sainz a magnificent third ahead of Valtteri Bottas, who 
was somewhat undone by glazing the front-right brake. 

It was a session that nearly wasn’t, but it showed F1 
at its best, and the officials deserved much credit for 
getting qualifying going. 

“It is not only Lewis’s unbelievable, out-of-the-world lap, 
but if you look at the grid overall, | really enjoy watching 
the young ones,” said Wolff afterwards. “We need these 
sessions that are different - that change the pecking order 
- because it just gives the less quick cars and the better 
drivers an opportunity to shine.” 
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damning — andis the second big concern of Red Bull’s defeat. Looking 
at the averages, the second-year driver gave away very nearly a second 
per lap to his team-mate until Verstappen pitted for the first time. 
“We need to understand that with him and hopefully help him 
get more comfortable with the car on the heavy fuel,” said Horner, 
“because his pace in the second half of the race was strong.” 

And that’s not wrong — over essentially the same second stint 
as Bottas (Albon stopped one lap later, on lap 35), Albon effectively 
matched the Mercedes driver, finishing with a laptime average 
of 1m08.089s to1m07.994s. The problem was the time he had 
haemorrhaged in the race’s first half and, even when things 
looked better in the second stint, Albon still nearly lost fourth 
to the charging Sergio Perez. 

The Racing Point driver had started down in 17th after an 
underwhelming qualifying, looking for the second week in arow 
like he was in danger of squandering the enormous potential of 
the controversial RP20. But in the race Perez seemed to have made 
complete amends, rising magnificently to run fifthin the closing 
stages, dispatching his team-mate Lance Stroll (who later said Racing 


cmb oS 
Norris steals fifth place 
as Perez just fends off | 
Stroll and Ricciardo 
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Point may have “debatably the second quickest car”) in the process. 

But, after averaging 0.1728 per lap quicker than Bottas ona 
similar-length second stint (with his slow final tours with damage 
removed), Perez undid all his fine work in a clash with Albon that 
was anear-perfect copy of the one that potentially cost the Red 
Bull driver victory the previous weekend. 

On lap 69 Perez made alate dive to the inside of Turn 4, where 
it must be said Albon had left the door pretty wide open. The problem 
for the Racing Point driver was that he’d been given somuch room 
that what happened next would look worse, as Perez slid into Albon’s 
right-rear. Unlike his clash with Hamilton the previous Sunday, 
Albon managed to hold on and it was his assailant who came off 
worse, with Perez breaking his front wing and losing 13s over the 
final two anda halflaps to the cars behind. 

This meant he lost fifth place to Lando Norris, who hada second 
thrilling final tour in two races as he shot by, having seemingly come 
alive inthe second stint. Where his McLaren team-mate Sainz had 
to count the cost ofa slow pitstop on his way to ninth, Norris surged 
and came upon Perez at the penultimate turn as ifhe was running in 
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a different class, stealing to the inside of the final corner and sealing 
fifth at the death, with Perez hanging on ina drag race to the line ahead 
of Stroll and Daniel Ricciardo, despite his wing damage. 

Returning to Albon, the big problem he now faces is that his 
drive last Sunday brought back memories of the 2019 Hungarian 
GP, where Red Bull and Verstappen lost victory to Mercedes and 
Hamilton because they didn’t have a second car — then driven by 
Pierre Gasly — to offer strategic assistance. 

Now, this isn’t to say that Albon should fear for his seat — the 
two situations, as will become clear, are suitably different. And 
in any case, despite the fact that the Hungary race is up next, the 
2020 season is ata very different point thanks to the pandemic 
delay. For what it’s worth, Verstappen dismissed the similarities. 
“Tt wouldn’t have mattered at the end,” he said when asked if his 
lack of team-mate help had been costly against the Mercedes 
duo.“No. I don’t think so. It’s of course nicer, also for himself, 
to be up there, but I don’t think today it would have mattered — 
like last year, for example, in Hungary.” 

And the reason why it did not matter so much won’t be of 
much comfort to Red Bull. Whereas in Hungary in 2019 it lost 
aclear shot at victory, last Sunday’s race was a comprehensive 
defeat. Mercedes is, quite simply, quicker. 

“The [RB16’s] balance is just fine, but it’s just not fast enough 
over alap, so we need to work ona bit of power on the straights 
anda bit more grip,” assessed Verstappen. 

This weekend’s return to the Hungaroring will give Red Bulla 
chance to hit back at a different track — and one that will not offer 
Mercedes quite as much of an advantage when it comes to engine 
power, which is something Horner felt had made the difference in the 


opening two races. This was backed up by the victorious team principal. 


“Tthink where we lost to Red Bullis the slow-speed,’ said Toto 
Wolff.“Particularly Turn 3 and 4 Lat the Red Bull Ring] seem to be 
our vulnerabilities. Everywhere else on the straights and in the fast 
corners, we are quicker. Budapest is a totally different ball game. 
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Hamilton reflects on his 
first w win of the season | 
after a dominant drive 
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“TL ENJOY FIGHTING FROM THE BACK. 
WHEN | WAS A KID | WAS ALWAYS AT 
THE BACK IN A SHITTY GO-KART” 


Lots of downforce, lots of these slow and medium-speed 
corners. We’ll see how it works there.” 

One thing Mercedes did not have to contend with in the repeat 
Austrian race was the gearbox drama that so nearly proved costly 
in the curtain raiser. After fitting new looms in an effort to fix the 
issue — which Wolff admitted after the Styrian event Mercedes 
was not “100% sure” it had solved — Hamilton and Bottas did 
not have to drive conservatively just to make the finish. 

Given his starring, essentially faultless, drive, it seems appropriate 
to end with Hamilton’s thoughts on his first win of the season, which 
gave him the chance to continue his push for racial equality, raising 
his fist as he climbed from his car and again on the podium. 

He had needed to hit back after Bottas’s first-race win and, 
after a slight blip with a sub-par FP2 that stemmed from Mercedes 
experimenting with set-ups, he did soin style. Where there were 
errors a week before, there was just nothing but excellence. 

“Tt is much different starting from first than it is starting from 
fifth,” Hamilton said as he compared his two race drives in Austria. 
“But I would say that I generally enjoy fighting for races from further 
back. That has been the way since I was akid, since I first started 
karting, as I was always at the 
back ina shitty go-kart. 

“Leading from the front 
isa different scenario, but 
lll definitely take it. It’s a 
different type of management 
anda different type of race. 
Perhaps not as fun for the 
fans to watch, but I wouldn’t 
say any less challenging on 
myself. Just different. I tried 
to perfect it the best way 
Icould andI think I got 
everything I could and more.” 


NEXT Fl REPORT 


23 JULY ISSUE 

Can Red Bull hit back ata 
circuit that should play to 
the RB16’s strengths, or 
will the Merc steamroller 
continue unhindered? 
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STYRIAN GP 


Ricciardo’s 
Renault 
frustration 


Renault inserted itself into the 
post-race headlines with its 
Racing Point protest, but it had a 
lower-key on-track performance 
in the Styrian Grand Prix. 
Esteban Ocon had impressed in 
Saturday’s wet conditions to take 
fifth on the grid, but began to hold 
up team-mate Daniel Ricciardo 
after losing position to Alex Albon 
at the start. Ricciardo sent afew 
hints over the radio, suggesting a 
position swap, but eventually 
wrested control of sixth. Ocon 
later succumbed to cooling issues. 
Electing to run an alternative 
strategy by startingon medium 
tyres, Ricciardo wasn’t able to 
outlast his immediate rivals before 
switching to softs, and pitted just 
after half-distance, while Sergio 
Perez was able to make his soft 
rubber last an extra lap. This left 
Ricciardo at a disadvantage, and by 
the end of the race he was having to 
defend from Lance Stroll. With 
Lando Norris breathing down their 
necks, Stroll dived past at Turn 3, 
leaving Ricciardo’s nose out of 
joint after both had to take to the 
runoff, allowing Norris through. 
Ricciardo was unhappy that 
Stroll didn’t receive a penalty, and 
even more aggrieved not to take 
advantage of a slow Perez at the 
end of the race. Four points for 
Renault, but a race to forget. 


Norris benefits from 
McLaren teamwork 


Lando Norris is becoming something 
of a last-lap F1 specialist as he charged 
to deprive Sergio Perez of fifth on the 
final tour, one week after his last-gasp 
fastest lap put Lewis Hamilton off the 
Austrian Grand Prix podium. 

But there was acase to be made that it 
was his team-mate Carlos Sainz Jr who 
should have been the lead McLaren after his 
qualifying heroics and solid first stint. Then a 
slow left-rear tyre change kept him stationary 
for an extra four seconds and put him back in 
the pack. Sainz then overconsumed on battery 
energy and tyre life trying to recover, which 
left him vulnerable to attack. 

One of Sainz’s rivals was Norris, but the 
Spaniard played the team game perfectly, 
letting his team-mate by and giving him 
the chance to catch Daniel Ricciardo and 
the Racing Points at the finish. Sainz then 
pitted for fresh softs and came away with 
the fastest lap — a good achievement given 
that Max Verstappen’s Red Bull was vying 
for the same one-point bonus. 


“THIS IS PAINFUL. IT HURTS WHEN BOTH 
CARS DROP OUT AFTER ONLY TWO LAPS. 
THIS IS THE WORST POSSIBLE OUTCOME 


FOR US AFTER THIS DIFFICULT WEEKEND” 


Mattia Binotto doesn’t mince his words after the collision between Sebastian Vettel and 
Charles Leclerc put the mockers on Ferrari’s Styrian Grand Prix weekend. And he would 
hardly have been in the best of moods after they’d started 10th and 14th on the grid... 
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Norris did a fine job, managing his soft 
tyres for 39 lapsin stint one. He wasa tad 
fortunate that Lance Stroll’s divebomb 
took the Racing Point and Ricciardo off 
track, but the 20-year-old’s effort to catch 
the hobbled Perez was impressive. 

“We want to apologise to Carlos for the 
issue we hadat his first pitstop, which made 
his race more difficult than it should’ve been,” 
said McLaren team principal Andreas Seidl. 
“The delay cost him several positions and we 
sent him into heavy traffic, which ruined his 
tyres and didn’t allow him to fight for the 
position he deserved to be in today. Carlos 
didn’t give up and dida great job securing 
the fastest lap, the second ina row for us. 

“Lando showed he’s a fighter despite 
the pain [with his back] he suffered during 
the weekend. He continued to perform 
and stepped up when it really mattered, 
especially in the second half of the race 
and again with some exciting final laps. 
Great teamwork between the two drivers 
swapping on track when it was needed.” 
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Kvyat is AlphaTauri saviour 
as Gasly falls back after hit 


AlphaTauri left the Styrian Grand Prix 
disappointed as it “expected more from 
our package’, according to technical director 
Jody Egginton, after updates had boosted 
the team early in the weekend. 

The squad suspected damage from 
Turn 1contact with Daniel Ricciardo 
cost Pierre Gasly, who fell from seventh 
on the grid to 15that the flag. 

But Daniil Kvyat did well to make an 


unusual strategy of medium-hard tyres work, 
and he delivered the maximum result possible 
given the ATo1’s pace deficit to the cars ahead. 
“T did my job andI brought the car home to 
score one point, with much fewer retirements 
compared to last week, so I’m happy,’ he said. 
“Everything was executed well and, while I was 
often under attack, I was able to defend my 
position andI could even open the gap with the 
ones behind me towards the end of the race.” 


Russell stars 
then blunders 


A standout star in qualifying, 
George Russell seemed to find 


GUNTHER 
STEINER 
HAAS TEAM 
PRINCIPAL 


What do you take 
away from this race? 
Quite a few positives. 
We were able to racea 
little bit more than last week. 
And | think we’ve made some 
progress with the car. The 
drivers are not unhappy with 
the balance and the handling of 
the car. We need to find a little 
bit more speed, but otherwise 
we didn’t have any issues in the 
race. So | think enough positives 
to go forward and say we made 
progress from last week. We still 
have a long road in front of us, 
but at least we are back on the 
track. We went off track last 


Q&A 


weekend with the 
issues we had. So, 
allin all, not a bad 
day for us. 


How happy were 
you to see how 
well behaved your 
drivers were today? 
It was about time! It took a 
few years too long, and a few 
crashes too many. For sure 
they’re never happy [to swap 
positions]. But it’s actually 
very difficult on the pitwall 

to manage it, because we do 
not really see what’s going on 
- we don’t know about how 
much they push and how 
much they don’t push. It isn’t 
easy for us to make the calls. 
But at least they behaved well 
and we didn’t get too many 


arguments. Hopefully 
it stays like this. 


Where are you in the 

pecking order? 

| don’t know at the moment. 
On tracks like this, | think the 
pecking order is we are in the 
latter half of the field. But | 
want to see how we're doing at 
tracks such as the Hungaroring 
- slower tracks, basically, 
where we don’t have the long 
straights. Because | think we 
can gain something there. 

At Barcelona in testing we 
were quicker than we were 
here, compared to other 
people. But again, we need 

to go at least to Hungary and 
do a good race to see where 
we end up. But it won’t be 

an easy year for us. 


another level in Saturday’s sole 
session amid the wet conditions. 

The Fi sophomore’s patient 
driving style yielded dividends 
where others failed to switch on 
their extreme wet-compound 
tyres, keeping his head above 
water in the first part of qualifying 
to secure Williams’s first Q2 berth 
since the 2018 Brazilian Grand 
Prix. Once in Q2, he impressed 
even more and scooped the 
12th-fastest time, which became 
11th on the grid following Charles 
Leclerc’s three-place penalty. 

But if the 2018 F2 champion was 
‘Russell the Hustle’ in qualifying, 
he was‘Zippy George of the Bungle’ 
on Sunday. In Russell’s defence, 
the race started well; anchoring 
himself in 11th, he couldn’t quite 
hang on to Lance Stroll’s coat -tails 
after they’d got ahead of the Ferrari 
chaos. But as he fought the Haas of 
Kevin Magnussen at the restart, 
Russell snatched at the brakes on 
the infield section and went off 
into the gravel outside Turn 6, 
which he immediately took 
responsibility for. 

“Tlocked the rears,” explained 
Russell, who recovered to beat 
team-mate Nicholas Latifito 16th. 
“That put me off-line and there 
was zero grip there. A complete 
driver error, [hold my hands up 
for that. I apologise to the team — 
it wasn’t good enough from my 
side but nevertheless it was a 
very difficult race from then on.” 
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DRAWING BOARD 


GIORGIO PIOLA 


FERRARI GETS IN A FIRST-LAP FLAP 


How do you solve a problem like Ferrari? The team was aiming to use the 
Styrian Grand Prix weekend to test the first swathe of upgrades before its 
much-vaunted Hungarian GP package in a bid to turn around 

its ill form, and brought a new front wing and floor 
for the second Red Bull Ring race. Unfortunately, 
the collision involving Charles Leclerc and 
Sebastian Vettel at Turn 3 rather ended the 
opportunity to assess the changes. 

Ferrari rolled back on the 
square footplate tunnel it 
pioneered last year, and 
reverted to a rounder geometry. 
This flattens out as the air 
progresses further back, 
releasing the rotating airflow 
produced by the tunnel sooner. By 
flattening out the rear section further on the 
new wing, this allows a much more pronounced fin to be placed on 
top of the footplate. The lip at the trailing edge remains the same 
to trip the airflow upwards and outwards. 

There also appear to be detailed changes to the inclination of the 
front-wing elements as Ferrari seeks to overhaul the nervousness of the 
SF1000 in the slower corners. Compared to the old design, the new 
arrangement has wing elements with a more gradual transition to the 
endplate, with a reduced amount of twist. Of course, the new wing doesn’t 
do much once it’s lodged in the back of your team-mate’s car, which Leclerc 
discovered following his first-lap contact with Vettel. The Monegasque also 
destroyed the new floor, which changes the inclination of the slots (which 
are now diagonal) ahead of the front tyre in a bid to improve the outward 
release of airflow to keep turbulent air out of the floor. 

It’s not all doom and gloom, however. Having tried the updates 
on Friday, prior to Saturday’s wash-out, Vettel was slightly buoyed 
by the additions to the car. 

“Step by step [on Friday], we were putting stuff on and it seems to be 
positive,” said the four-time world champion. “I think we still need to have 


a look and now find the best window where the car is happiest. It felt a lot | | ae -) 
better already today. All day, it was straight away a different car, and then | 

was just able to get at it. It’s not really possible to compare the two because 
there was such a big difference, and obviously now | hope it stays like this.” 


JAKE BOXALL-LEGGE 


~~ fp 


RED BULL ENDPLATES TAKE A TWIST 


After trying a new nose at the Austrian 
GP, which it ended up not running for 
the Styrian race, Red Bull added new 
endplates to its RB16. 

Without wanting to disparage the 
Haas team, it’s rarely a place you look for 
new developments - but the endplate 
construction it added last year drew 
more than a few sideways glances from 
Red Bull. This features curved slots in 
the endplate overhang, which assists 
the airflow expansion experienced at the 
rear to draw more performance from the 
diffuser and rear wing. Those slots also 


help to condition any errant turbulence 
from the tyres, cleaning it up and 
ensuring that no unpredictable flow 
structures enter that expansion space. 

By the end of the race, however, Max 
Verstappen’s new endplates looked 
slightly worse for wear and the Dutchman 
lost a little bit of traction - particularly on 
the exit of Turn 3. That helped Valtteri 
Bottas overhaul Verstappen for second - 
but still, a podium was surely enough 
reward for the team after the previous 
weekend’s catalogue of issues. 

JAKE BOXALL-LEGGE 
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20 Grosjean #8 18 Latifi #6 _ 16 Raikkonen #7 a 14 Leclerc #16 E OSagm 12 Stroll #18 -_—-* 
no time Ree i250; ee 37s 9.6288 Se  —— 
A 


v a 1 aA v A v v A 


a 19 Giovinazzi #99 —_—~-_ 17 Perez #11 15 Magnussen #20 13 Kvyat #26 wo 11 Russell #63 
Roe is ee moors Ae ims re iis 717; ae 9.636 


FREE PRACTICE 1 FREE PRACTICE 2 FREE PRACTICE 3 


POS DRIVER TIME POS DRIVER TIME . 
1 Perez 1m04.867s 1 Verstappen 1m03.660s Mp iorsport SEASON STATS 
2  Verstappen 1m04.963s 2  Bottas 1m03.703s ; IMAGES " 
3 Bottas 1m05.089s 3 Perez 1m03.877s oy Bains: a See ee 
4 Hamilton 1m05.120s 4 Stroll 1m04.241s CHAMPIONSHIP FINISH = QUAL 
5 Stroll 1m05.396s 5 Sainz 1m04.333s 1 Bottas 43 1 1 
6 Albon 1m05.483s 6 Hamilton 1m04.348s 2 Hamilton 37 1 1 
7 Sainz 1m05.602s 7 Albon 1m04.437s 3. Norris 26 3 4 
8 Gasly 1m05.698s 8 Norris 1m04.541s 4 Leclerc 18 2 7 
9 Ricciardo 1m05.769s 9 Leclerc 1m04.706s 5 Perez 16 6 6 
10 Vettel 1m05.770s 10 Ocon 1m04.746s 6 Verstappen 15 3 2 
11 Kvyat 1m05.815s 11 Gasly 1m04.757s 7 Sainz 13 5 3 
12 Leclerc 1m05.837s 12 Kvyat 1m05.050s 8 Albon 12 4 5 
13 ea 1m05.874s 13 Raikkonen 1m05.152s 9 Gasly 6 7 3 
14 ‘Norris 1m05.908s 14 Giovinazzi 1m05.365s 
15 Raikkonen 1m06.441s 15 Russell 1m05.588s aDresten 8 i - 
16 Grosjean 1m06.446s 16 Vettel 1m05.613s “ del : 8 ° 
17 Aitken 1m06.768s 17 Latif 1m05.655s H iii a i = 
18 Kubica 1m06.797s 18 Magnussen 1m05.790s iS _-Gtowinaz2s s 3 is 
19 Latifi 1m09.598s 19 Grosjean 1m06.096s eae : a 
20 Magnussen notime 20 Ricciardo notime 15 Vettel 1 10 10 
WEATHER Dry, air 25-29C track 40-51C WEATHER Dry, air 31-33C track 45-56C CANCELLED nocikatitl o it oe 
17 Raikkonen 0 11 16 
18 Magnussen 0 12 15 
SPEED TRAP (WET QUALIFYING) 19 Grosjean 0 13 15 
20 Russell (0) 16 2 
Mercedes 184.9mph 
Racing Point [) 183.6mph CONSTRUCTORS’ CHAMPIONSHIP 
Red Bull 183.6mph 1 Mercedes 80 
Williams 183.4mph 2 McLaren 39 
Renault 182.6mph 3 RedBull 27 
Ferrari 182.3mph 4 Racing Point 22 
McLaren 181.9mph 5 Ferrari 19 
AlphaTauri 181.9mph 6 Renault 8 
Alfa Romeo 181.1mph 7 AlphaTauri 7 
Haas 178.4mph 8 Alfa Romeo 2 
9 Williams 0 
10 Haas 0 
QUALIFYING 1 QUALIFYING 2 QUALIFYING 3 QUALIFYING BATTLE 
POS DRIVER TIME POS DRIVER TIME POS DRIVER TIME Hamilton 1 1 Bottas 
1 Hamilton 1m18.188s 1 Hamilton 1m17.825s 1 Hamilton 1m19.273s Vettel 1 1 Leclerc 
2  Verstappen 1m18.297s 2  Verstappen 1m17.938s 2  Verstappen 1m20.489s Albon 0 2 Verstappen 
3 Norris 1m18.504s 3 Norris 1m18.448s 3 Sainz 1m20.671s Norris 1 1 Sainz 
4 Sainz 1m18.590s 4 Bottas 1m18.657s 4 Bottas 1m20.701s Ricciardo 1 1 Ocon 
5 Bottas 1m18.791s 5 Gasly 1m18.744s 5 Ocon 1m20.922s Gasly 2 QO Kvyat 
6  Ricciardo 1m19.662s 6 Ocon 1m18.764s 6 Norris 1m20.925s Perez 1 1 Stroll 
7 Ocon 1m19.687s 7 Sainz 1m18.836s 7 Albon 1m21.011s Raikkonen 1 1 Giovinazzi 
8 Stroll 1m19.697s 8 Albon 1m19.014s 8 Gasly 1m21.028s Grosjean 1 1 Magnussen 
9  Kvyat 1m19.824s 9 Ricciardo 1m19.229s 9 Ricciardo 1m21.192s Latifi 0 2 Russell 
10 Gasly 1m20.192s 10 Vettel 1m19.545s 10 Vettel 1m21.651s Scoresignore sessions ifa driver didn’t participate 
11 Vettel 1m20.243s 11 Leclerc 1m19.628s WEATHER Wet. air 14-16C track 19-23C in qualifying or had aserious technical problem 
12 Russell 1m20.382s 12 Russell 1m19.636s 
13 Leclerc 1m20.871s 13 Stroll 1m19.645s WINS POLE POSITIONS 
14 Albon 1m20.882s 14. Kvyat 1m19.717s NEXT RACE Bottas al Bottas 
15 Magnussen 1m21.140s 15 Magnussen 1m20.211s 19 JULY Hamilton 1 Hamilton 1 
16 Raikkonen 1m21.372s HUNGARIAN GP 
17 ~—Perez 1m21.607s ; FASTESTLAPS 
18 Latifi 1m21.759s Se Norris 1 
19 Giovinazzi 1m21.831s Ww Sainz 1 
20 Grosjean notime 
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POWERED BY 
mM re) to ‘Ss re) ct Motorsport Stats is the pre-eminent provider of motorsport data to media owners, rights-holders, 

i.) bookmakers and sponsors. Its data services are founded on the world’s largest repository of racing 
Ss TAT Ss results dating back to 1897. For more information contact sales@motorsportstats.com 


~ STARTING GRID — 


10 Vettel #5 a 8 Ricciardo #3 EY Sagem 6 Albon #23 a 4 Bottas #77 ne 2 Verstappen #33 Stirs 
1m21.651s 1m21.192s me, Oo 1m21.011s — 1m20.701s 1m20.489s 
Vv A Vv A Vv A v A v a 


9 Norris #4 7 Gasly #10 5 Ocon #31 3 Sainz #55 iin. 1 Hamilton #44 
ann ee a a arya c 1m19.273s 


ROUND 2 71 LAPS - 190.43 MILES FASTEST LAPS 


POS DRIVER TEAM FINISHTIME LED TYRES POS DRIVER TIME GAP LAP 
1 LewisHamilton (cpr) Mercedes 1h22m50.683s 64 Sn,Mn 1 Sainz 1m05.619s - 68 
2 Valtteri Bottas (Fin) Mercedes +13.719s o Sn,Mn 2  Verstappen 1m06.145s +0.526s 70 
3 MaxVerstappen (NLD) Red Bull-Honda +33.698s Sn,Mn,Sn 3 Hamilton 1m06.719s +1.100s 68 
4 Alexander Albon (THa) Red Bull-Honda +44.400s Sn,Mn 4 Perez 1m07.188s +1.569s 68 
5 LandoNorris (cpr) McLaren-Renault +1m01.470s Sn,Mn 5 Norris 1m07.193s +1.574s 66 
6 Sergio Perez (mex) Racing Point-Mercedes +1m02.387s Sn,Mn 6 Albon 1m07.299s +1.680s 67 
7 Lance Stroll (can) Racing Point-Mercedes +1m02.453s Sn,Mn 7  Bottas 1m07.534s +1.915s 62 
8 Daniel Ricciardo (aus) Renault +1m02.591s Mn, Sn 8  Gasly 1m07.827s +2.208s 69 
9 Carlos Sainz Jr (Esp) McLaren-Renault -llap Sn,Mn,Sn 9  Ricciardo 1m07.832s +2.213s 65 
10 Daniil Kvyat (rus) AlphaTauri-Honda -llap Mn, Hn 10 ‘Stroll 1m07.833s +2.214s 65 
11 KimiRaikkonen (Fin) AlfaRomeo-Ferrari -llap Mn, Sn 11 Magnussen 1m08.009s +2.390s 69 
12 KevinMagnussen (onk) Haas-Ferrari -llap Sn,Mn 12 Grosjean 1m08.047s +2.428s 69 
13. Romain Grosjean (FRA) Haas-Ferrari -llap Sn,Mn 13. Kvyat 1m08.378s +2.759s 60 
14 Antonio Giovinazzi (\TA) Alfa Romeo-Ferrari -llap Mn, Sn 14 Raikkonen 1m08.382s +2.7635 57 
15 Pierre Gasly (FRa) AlphaTauri-Honda -llap Sn,Hn, Sn 15 Giovinazzi 1m08.512s +2.8935 54 
16 George Russell (csr) Williams-Mercedes -2 laps Sn,Mn 16 Russell 1m08.601s +2.982s 36 
17 Nicholas Latifi (can) Williams-Mercedes -2laps Mn,Sn 17. Latifi 1m08.806s +3.187s 68 
R__ Esteban Ocon (Fra) Renault 25laps-radiator Sn 18 Ocon 1m09.321s +3.702s 22 
R_ Charles Leclerc (mco) Ferrari Alaps-accidentdamage Sn,Hn 19 Leclerc 1m35.379s +29.760s 3 
R_ Sebastian Vettel (peu) Ferrari 1lap-accident damage Mn 20 Vettel - - - 


WEATHER Dry, air 18-22C track 33-44C 
WINNER’S AVERAGE SPEED 137.92mph FASTEST LAP AVERAGE SPEED 147.21mph 


TYRES RACE BRIEFING 


KEY: H-Hard M-Medium S- Soft |- Intermediate W-Wet n-Newset u- Used set ae iiacdibeuipsaaais Belie Orinpecine mies 
Penn ay Sonn JACK AITKEN replaced NORRIS Three-place GIOVINAZZI Five-place 
v bd vs RUSSELL at Williams penalty and two licence penalty for gearbox change 
ROBERT KUBICA replaced points for overtaking GROSJEAN Required to 
GIOVINAZZI at Alfa Romeo under yellow flags start from the pitlane - 
c1 c2 c3 c4 cs INTERMEDIATE WET LECLERC Three-place car modified while under 
penalty and one licence parc ferme conditions 
LAP CHART What happened, when 
LAP 5 LAP 10 LAP 15 LAP 20 LAP 25 


LAP 30 LAP 35 LAP 40 LAP 45 LAP 50 LAP 55 LAP 60 LAP 65 LAP 70 


Hamilton 
Verstappen 
Sainz | Ney 


a 


Ricciardo & = {7 : / 
Norris Hi/} if f — 


Kvyat 


Leclerc 


Magnussen 


Raikkonen Ke ‘@\ OE 
Perez | / 
J 
ll 


Latifi 


Giovinazzi K Y Lr 


Grosjean 


a 8 (11 S 8 


Pitstop & Crash M Mechanical failure & Spin & Penalty — Carlapped — Safety car 
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NO ONE CAN QUITE 
HIT HAMILTON'S HIGH 


The star of qualifying and dominant race winner is in a top-scoring 


league of his own, although Verstappen, Norris and Kvyat come close 


MERCEDES 


— N‘ 


LEWIS HAMILTON 


Set-up 
experiments 
meant he 
finished FP2 
sixth and was at risk of 
starting there had the 
weather got more 
severe. But in the end 
the rain meant he 
could show his class 
- with a whopping 
1.216s pole margin. 
Was near-faultless in 
the race and never 
looked like losing. 


McLAREN 


LANDO NORRIS 


Backed up his 
Austrian GP 
podium with 
more last-lap 
heroics. Managing his 
softs until lap 39 and 
staying in touch with 
his midfield rivals was 
key, as that meant he 
could charge up the 
order and steal fifth 
late on. Can’t get a 
10 because of his 
FP1 penalty for 
ignoring yellows. 


j av 
VALTTERI BOTTAS 


Qualifying again 
proved to be his 
undoing when 
deciding his 
score, as he wound up 
behind Verstappen 
and Sainz on the grid. 
Team said the glazed 
right-front brake 
hampered him, but he 
felt he should have 
been better. Also took 
along time to reach 
and beat Verstappen 
in clearly a faster car. 


CARLOS SAINZ JR 


Was of course 
not at fault for 
pitstop delay 
that cost him 
when running a solid 
fifth, but couldn’t 
make up for it in the 
second half as he took 
too much out of his 
tyres and “drained my 
battery”. But can look 
back on his qualifying 
performance to take 
third on merit 
with pride. 
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FERRARI 


SEBASTIAN VETTEL 


Blameless in 
lap-one shunt 
with Leclerc, 
although did 
make a bad start 
from 10th on the grid. 
This followed an 
uninspired qualifying 
where he was beaten 
by both Renaults and 
an AlphaTauri as he 
struggled with tyre 
warm-up in the wet. 
Like his whole team, 
underwhelming. 


RENAULT 


ms 
DANIEL RICCIARDO 


Started on the 
mediums, but 
hopes of making 
the strategy 
work seemed undone 
by his battle with his 
team-mate, eventually 
won with a nice move 
around the outside of 
Turn 4. Was overcome 
by faster cars in stint 
two, and can’t score 
higher as he qualified 
behind Gasly, who he 
tapped at Turn 1. 


CHARLES LECLERC 


The difference 
between his 
Turn 3 collision 
and Vettel’s in 
the Austrian GP was 
that he took out 
another car, which was 
his team-mate’s. Did 
well to immediately 
admit his mistake but 
that followed a poor 
showing in qualifying, 
with a Q2 exit and 
penalty. Well below 
his usual standards. 


x 


ESTEBAN OCON 


Earns a high 
score because 
of his qualifying 
heroics, as the 
Renault really has no 
business being fifth 
and ahead of a Red 
Bull. Solid in the race 
but was clearly slower 
against his team-mate 
in the early stages. 
Retired with a cooling 
problem that Renault 
will need to address 
before Hungary. 


RED BULL 


ALEXANDER ALBON 


Not a good 
performance, 
especially in the 
race. Braking late 
and hitting “a river” at 
Turn 4 was to blame 
for his starting spot of 
sixth, and that put him 
behind two slower 
cars. The one-second 
pace deficit to 
Verstappen in the first 
stint was alarming and 
he was lucky not to 
finish behind Perez. 


ALPHATAURI 


o iS. 


PIERRE GASLY 


Considering 
how high up he 
started, the race 
was a massive 
disappointment for 
one of the qualifying 
stars. That pace in the 
wet boosts his score, 
as does the suggestion 
that his AlphaTauri 
was damaged in the 
Turn 1 collision with 
Ricciardo. Couldn’t 
make the hards work 
as his team-mate did. 


MAX VERSTAPPEN 


The fact that he 
remained ahead 
of Bottas for so 
long boosts his 
score, as Red Bull’s 
power deficit and 
overall laptime 
disadvantage was 
revealed. Never 
looked like he had 
enough to get close 
to Hamilton, but there 
is no shame in that. 
Only loses a mark 
because of his Q3 spin. 


In a race with 

less attrition 

than the week 

before, he 
deserves praise for 
grabbing the final 
point. Made medium- 
hard strategy work, 
soaking up pressure 
early on. Team-mate 
shone in qualifying 
and that costs hima 
perfect score, although 
he was outstanding 
in the race. 


qualifying with third 


> =e 


ay 


SERGIO PEREZ 


Just before he 
hit Albon, Perez 
was on course 
to overturn his 
poor showing in 
qualifying and getting 
an 8/9. But the clash 
just looked so 
needless, even if he 
insisted it was his “one 
opportunity” to get by. 
Ultimately, it meant he 
took sixth ona day 
when fourth or even 
better was possible. 


WILLIAMS 


a 
“scone 


NICHOLAS LATIFI 


Where Russell 

was maybe 

lucky, Latifi 

was definitely 
unlucky as the Q1 
stoppage meant he 
could not improve. 
At least outqualified 
Giovinazzi and did well 
to match Russell in the 
race. One-point gap to 
his team-mate is 
because he could not 
stay ahead to the finish 
after Russell’s off. 


Like Albon, this 

must go down 

as a “solid” 

rather than 
“good” performance 
when considering the 
whole weekend. Now 
the Racing Point’s 
potential is clear he is 
marked down for only 
qualifying 13th and 
because he finished 
behind his team- 
mate, who started 
five spots behind. 


7 
tocaat” 
GEORGE RUSSELL 


Russell’s score is 
kept this high 
because he did 
so well in 
qualifying. Perhaps 
fortunate with Q1 
red-flag timing but he 
put himself in position 
to take advantage and 
was rewarded with 
a start spot of 11th. He 
launched past Vettel, 
but slid off the track 
battling Magnussen 
at the restart. 


ALFA ROMEO 


KIMI RAIKKONEN 


Like the rest of 

the Q1 fallers, 

was unfortunate 

not to improve at 
the end thanks to his 
team-mate’s red flag. 
But he rose up the 
order in the race, 
despite losing time 
when his car went 
into anti-stall as he 
avoided Leclerc’s 
lap-one mess, and 
showed well in battle 
with Magnussen. 


AUTOSPORT’S RATING 
AFTER ROUND 2 


STYRIAN GP RACE CENTRE 


ROMAIN GROSJEAN 


ANTONIO GIOVINAZZI 


KEVIN MAGNUSSEN 


Impressed in An ERS water- Starred at the 
the race’s early pump failure start, rising from 
stages as he meant he 15th to 13th at 
made a good could not set the end of the 


start and avoided the 
Turn 3 melee. But he 
dropped back late on, 
succumbing to the 
Haas duo, although 


a Q1 time and may 
have contributed 

to his qualifying 
out-lap off. A lock-up 
at Turn 3 meant 


first lap, where he 
seemed to pick up 
damage as another 
victim of Leclerc’s 
lunge. Rose to 11th 


he was being warned Magnussen got by before fading, with 
about fuel saving before the end, Haas then swapping 
when Grosjean nipped but he too did its cars twice. Beat 


well to demote 
Giovinazzi with an 
opportunistic pass. 


by. Q1 crash harms his 
score, and hurt his 
team-mate’s chances. 


a faster car in 
Giovinazzi’s Alfa with 
a brave lunge late on. 


GIVE 
YOUR DRIVER 


TOP 10 AVERAGE RATINGS RATINGS 


AUTOSPORT.COM/F1/ 
DRIVER-RATINGS 


SCORING SYSTEM EXPLAINED 


Drivers are rated for their performance through the 
whole weekend, with the focus on qualifying and the race. 


10 Exceptional performance, 5 Patchy performance, not 


= 


Norris 9.5 
Gasly 9.0 
Verstappen 9.0 
Hamilton 8.5 
Bottas 8.5 
Russell 8.5 
Kvyat 8.0 
Sainz 8.0 


maximising the result and excelling, 
either through overturning a major 
obstacle or dominance over rivals. 


9 Outstanding performance, but 
without quite reaching the heights 
required for a maximum score. 


8 Very good performance with no 
major errors and a final result that, 
relative to circumstances, reflected 
the car’s pace. 


7 Good performance, perhaps one 
that’s a little inconsistent in some 
aspects or without extracting the 
maximum from the car but still 
yields a reasonable result. 


6 Solid performance but without 
getting the most out of the car or 
nailing it when it really mattered. 


necessarily off the pace but failing 
to string together the weekend 
well and coming away short of 

a good result. 


4 Disappointing performance, 
failing to get close to the maximum 
of the car and making mistakes at 
key moments. 


3 Poor performance, either 
through struggling to get the 
most out of the car or falling 
short through a massive error. 


2 Very poor performance, 
with mediocre pace and 
mistakes adding up toa 
wasted weekend. 


1 Terrible. A performance 
with no redeeming features. 
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RACE CENTRE INDYCAR ROAD AMERICA 


So close! Rosenqvist (left) 
makes his move on O’Ward... 


i 
¥ 


. ; 


Brilliant Rosenqvist 
makes move for win 


The Swede’s first IndyCar victory took a while coming, but when the pass came it was 


well worth the wait. With Dixon winning on Saturday, the Ganassi team is still unbeaten 


DAVID MALSHER-LOPEZ 


PHOTOGRAPHY 


lenty of heroes, angst-ridden stories of what might 
have been, a hero-turned-villain, an old winner and 
Pp a new winner — the two IndyCar Series races last 
weekend at Road America had it all. Heck, they 
even had spectators although, in these pandemic- 
blighted times, they weren’t allowed access to the paddock. 
One thread of the season remains unbroken, however, because the 
Honda-powered Chip Ganassi Racing remains unbeaten. Scott Dixon 
took the Saturday victory to score three in a row — something he 


hadn’t achieved since mid-2013 — while one of his team-mates, 
Swedish sophomore Felix Rosenqvist, earned the second after an 
exhilarating chase down of surprise polewinner Patricio O’ Ward. 

With the event being a double-header, but with Thursday and 
Friday given over to Road to Indy’s Indy Pro 2000 and USF2000 
events in order to reduce the number of people in the paddock 
at any given time, time was very much of the essence, and the 
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schedule was quickfire. Between practice and qualifying on 
Saturday there were just two hours, and barely more than 
that between qualifying and the race on both days. 

While reigning champion Josef Newgarden made the best of 
the format on Saturday to take pole position, his Team Penske 
stablemate Will Power — quickest in practice — blew his fastest lap 
and was third in his qualifying group, fifth on the grid. Newgarden 
led this race increasingly comfortably from Ryan Hunter-Reay, 
who eventually had to relinquish positions to Graham Rahal and a 
flying Santino Ferrucci. Meanwhile, Jack Harvey, on the front row 
for the second successive weekend, was trying to recover from 
a tardy start, and Power fell to 10th, having been tripped up by 
Harvey on the opening lap and finding the team had installed 
the wrong second-gear ratio, crippling his acceleration out of 
the final turn onto the long uphill front straight. 

The #12 Penske crew had investigated the rate of tyre 


ROUND 3/11, ROAD AMERICA (USA), 11-12 JULY (55 LAPS - 220.770 MILES) 


POS DRIVER TEAM/CAR TIME 
1 ScottDixon (Nz1) Chip Ganassi Racing/Dallara-Honda 1h54m09.8697s 
2 Will Power (aus) Team Penske / Dallara-Chevrolet +2.5386s 
3 Alex Palou (Esp) Dale Coyne Racing with Team Goh/ Dallara-Honda +3.1928s 
4  RyanHunter-Reay(usa) AndrettiAutosport/Dallara-Honda +3.9844s 
5 Colton Herta (usa) Andretti Harding Steinbrenner Autosport /Dallara-Honda +7,2493s 
6 Santino Ferrucci (usa) Dale Coyne Racing with Vasser Sullivan /Dallara-Honda +8.2004s 
7  GrahamRahal (usa) Rahal Letterman Lanigan Racing /Dallara-Honda +11.3554s 
8 Patricio O’Ward (mex) Arrow McLaren SP/ Dallara-Chevrolet +14.7846s 
9 Takuma Sato (Jpn) Rahal Letterman Lanigan Racing /Dallara-Honda +15.0046s 
10 Marcus Ericsson (swe) Chip Ganassi Racing/Dallara-Honda +15.7661s 
11 Charlie Kimball (usa) AJ Foyt Enterprises / Dallara-Chevrolet +16.1702s 
12 Simon Pagenaud (Fra) Team Penske /Dallara-Chevrolet +17.6234s 
13. RinusvanKalmthout (np) Ed Carpenter Racing /Dallara-Chevrolet +19.1144s 
14 JosefNewgarden (usa) Team Penske /Dallara-Chevrolet +19.1842s 
15 OliverAskew (usa) Arrow McLaren SP / Dallara-Chevrolet +20.9776s 
16 ZachVeach (usa) Andretti Autosport/Dallara-Honda +22.6498s 
17 Max Chilton (cBr) Carlin / Dallara-Chevrolet +37.4904s 
18 Felix Rosenqvist (swe) Chip Ganassi Racing/Dallara-Honda -llap 
19 Alexander Rossi (usa) Andretti Autosport/ Dallara-Honda -llap 
20 Dalton Kellett (can) AJ Foyt Enterprises / Dallara-Chevrolet -llap 


21 Conor Daly (usa) 
22 Marco Andretti (usa) 


23. JackHarvey (GBR) 


Ed Carpenter Racing / Dallara-Chevrolet 


Meyer Shank Racing /Dallara-Honda 


4llaps-accident 


Andretti Herta with Marco &Curb-Agajanian/Dallara-Honda 39laps-lost power 


37 laps-brakes/spun off 


Winner’s average speed 116.027mph. Fastest lap Andretti 1m47.5918s, 134.308mph. 


QUALIFYING 

GROUP 11 Newgarden 1m45.5191s; 

3 Hunter-Reay 1m45.6563s; 5 Power 
1m45.8244s; 7 Herta 1m45.8609s; 9 Dixon 
1m45.9324s; 11 Rossi 1m46.1365s; 

13 Ericsson 1M46.2980s; 15 Sato 1M46.5368s; 
17 Pagenaud 1m46.7090s; 19 Daly 1m46.8114s; 
21 Askew 1m47.1133s; 23 Kellett 1m47.5761s. 
GROUP 22 Harvey 1m45.7290s;4 Rahal 
1m45.7593s; 6 Ferrucci 1m45.7696s; 
8Rosenqvist 1m45.8469s; 10 Andretti 
1m45.9888s; 12 O’Ward 1m46.0356s; 

14Palou 1m46.1260s; 16 van Kalmthout 
1m46.1301s; 18 Chilton 1m46.3878s;20Veach 
1m46.4707s;22 Kimball 1m47.6862s. 


degradation during practice, and pitted Power early to switch 
from the alternate (softer) rubber to primaries. After strong in 
and out-laps, he was flying. By the time the others pulled in, 
Power was up to third, behind only Newgarden and the Dale 
Coyne Racing car of Ferrucci, and being pursued by another 
early stopper, rookie Alex Palou in the other Coyne machine. 
These four had also benefited from Rahal Letterman Lanigan 
Racing struggling to get fuel into the car of the unfortunate 


Rahal, who emerged 11th. 


The Ganassi team had observed what early-stopping had 


Race 2 (55 LAPS - 220.770 MILES) 

1 Rosenqvist 1h51m22.0391s; 2 O’Ward +2.8699s; 

3 Rossi+8.6165s;4 Ericsson +14.2233s; 5 Herta+32.4166s; 

6 Ferrucci+35.8881s; 7 Palou+36.7706s; 8 Sato +47.9432s; 

9 Newgarden +48.7864s; 10 Kimball +53.0609s; 11 Power 
+53.9711s; 12 Dixon +54.5347s; 13 Pagenaud +56.3933s; 14 van 
Kalmthout+1m00.4374s; 15 Chilton +1m00.4688s; 16Veach 
+1m06.8352s; 17 Harvey +1m08.2959s; 18 Daly+1m45.4680s; 
19 Andretti -1lap;20 Kellett-1 lap; 21 Askew 53 laps-spun off; 
22 Hunter-Reay 0 laps-accident; 23 Rahal0laps-accident. 
Winner’s average speed 118.942mph. 

Fastest lap Rosenqvist 1m47.1804s, 134.823mph. 


QUALIFYING 
GROUP 210’Ward 1m44.8971s; 3 Palou 1m44.9192s; 


— or so it seemed. 


POWERED BY 


...and then celebrates 
maiden IndyCar win 
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5Rahal1m45.0324s; 7 Rosenqvist 1m45.1487s;9 Harvey 
1m45.5094s; 11 Ferrucci 1m45.5676s; 13 Kimball 1m45.8344s; 
15 van Kalmthout 1m46.0330s; 17 Veach 1m46.1816s; 
19Andretti 1M46.2213s; 21 Chilton 1M46.6091s. 

GROUP 12 Herta 1m44.9250s; 4 Hunter-Reay 1m45.1534s; 

6 Dixon 1m45.2674s; 8 Power 1m45.2995s; 10 Rossi 
1m45.3722s; 12 Sato 1M45.4320s; 14 Newgarden 1m45.4605s; 
16 Ericsson 1m45.7852s; 18 Askew 1m46.0735s; 

20 Daly 1m46.4850s; 22 Pagenaud 1m46.5734s; 

23 Kellett 1m47.3130s. 


SKIBINSKI/INDYCAR 


CHAMPIONSHIP 

1Dixon173;2 Herta 119; 3 Pagenaud 110;40’Ward 110; 
5 Newgarden 106;6 Ericsson 93; 7 Power 92; 
8Rosenqvist 88; 9 Rahal 88; 10 Ferrucci 87. 


Power, who stopped two laps later on this occasion, emerged 
right in front of his long-time rival and, cold tyres be damned, 
on his out-lap he resolutely held off Dixon with some scary- 
late braking into Turns 5 and 6, the Chevrolet-powered Penske 
machine quivering as it danced on its front brakes. Job done 


Then Harvey lost his brakes and spun off at Turn 3, the 
field bunched up while the pits were closed, and then everyone 


filed into the pitlane for their third and final stops. Power’s 


right-rear changer was slightly slow, so too was his jackman in 


done for Power and, since Dixon is probably the only driver able 

to match Power for fuel-saving — sooner or later the early stoppers 
were going to have to do a fuel-save stint — pulled in the five-time 
champion early for his second stop. He had been in seventh place 
but, thanks to Newgarden stalling in the pits and thereafter falling 
out of contention, Dixon’s undercut took him almost into the lead. 


dropping the car back down, and he could only watch in frustration 
as Dixon pulled out ahead of him. Without an accelerative second 
gear, he couldn’t hope to pass Dixon on the restart — or on the 
next one (the yellow caused by Marco Andretti’s car stopping on 
track), or on the final one (caused by Dalton Kellett dumping 

his AJ Foyt Racing entry in a sandtrap). >> 
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Hunter-Reay was first 
Sunday victim of Power 


In fact, Power would spend the remainder of the race watching his 
mirrors for Palou. The sensational young Spaniard had withstood 
the intimidation squeeze tactics of a defensive Hunter-Reay to grab 
third on the run to Turn 1, before Andretti’s mishap brought out the 
caution and forced Palou to drop back behind the 2012 champion, 
as the field reverted to the order of the previous timing line. On 
the re-restart, Hunter-Reay assiduously hugged the inside line, and 
this time Palou simply passed him around the outside instead, and 
dogged Power, who’d finish 2.5 seconds behind Dixon, all the way to 
the chequered flag. Hunter-Reay held onto fourth to beat Andretti 
Autosport team-mate Colton Herta and Ferrucci, who had lost 
time in his final stop while avoiding Kellett’s car in the pitlane. 
Rahal did well to recover and claim seventh. 

O’Ward and Herta were the talk of Sunday morning, as the 
former Indy Lights rivals and team-mates topped their respective 
groups in qualifying for race two. O’Ward earned Arrow McLaren 
SP its first pole since the sensational Robert Wickens did the 
same on his IndyCar debut for the squad then known as 
Schmidt Peterson Motorsports. 

O’Ward launched into the lead without problem at the start of this 
second race, but there was chaos behind when Power tried to follow 


Early second stop fired Dixon 
t up the order in race one 
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Dixon around the outside of Hunter-Reay into Turn 1, and his 
right-front wheel made hard enough contact with the Andretti 
Autosport car to fire it off the road and into a tyre wall. Down to 
Turn 3, Power dived late down the inside of Rahal to snatch fifth, but 
the pass put Rahal on the exit kerb and he lost control, bouncing off 
the following Rosenqvist and rebounding into the end of a concrete 
wall. Power was sent to the back of the field for the restart, and at 
the end of the next green-flag lap he got his braking all wrong for 
Turn 13, bounced and spun over the grass, collected an advertising 
hoarding and then stalled. Out came the caution once more, as the 
safety team got the #12 car bump-started. Power headed into the pits 
for a new front wing, and was able to resume without losing a lap. 
O’Ward resumed unruffled in the lead as Herta was passed 
by Palou, but at first no one could make any real impression on 
the 21-year-old Mexican. Newgarden had started midfield and 
continued to run there, Dixon was finding he was burning off his 
rear tyres too quickly, and Palou couldn’t keep pace with the leader. 
But Rosenqvist was on a tear, his car strong on Firestone’s alternate 
compound and sensational on the primaries. He kept whittling away 
at O’Ward’s lead through the second stint, cutting the advantage 
to 5s by the time O’Ward stopped for a second time. Rosenqvist’s 
right-front changer was slow due to bent wheel studs from the 
impact with Rahal, so the Ganassi car emerged from the pits 8s 
adrift. Eight laps later, Rosenqvist’s deficit was under 5s. After 
their final stops it had only extended to 5.5s and the chase was on. 
Rosenqvist was on blacks, O’Ward on scrubbed softer reds and, 
having stopped a lap earlier than his rival, he was having to keep an 
eye on his fuel too. That meant he had to let the light-fuelled, fresh- 
tyred Conor Daly — with whom he’d collided the previous day! — 
unlap himself, and the dirty air hastened his tyre degradation. 
O’Ward’s car was getting very tail happy on fast turns so that 
Rosengqvist closed in on him. On the run down to the tight 
left-hander at Turn 5 on the penultimate lap, O’Ward had to protect 
the inside line. Rosenqvist on the outside exquisitely timed his 
move at the apex to tuck back behind his rival’s car, get back on the 
throttle sooner and draw alongside up the hill to Turn 6. O’Ward 
tried to tough it out but had run out of weapons. Rosenqvist 
sprinted away to win by 2.9s, with O’Ward a resigned second. 
Alexander Rossi at last got a decent finish on the board to 
claim third for Andretti Autosport, ahead of the third Ganassi 
car, that of Marcus Ericsson, who turned in arguably the best 
race of his young IndyCar career. Fifth went to Herta, who is 
now second in the championship — yet 54 points behind 
Dixon, despite the Kiwi claiming only 12th on this day. “¥ 
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FIA FORMULA 3 


ROUND 2 


Discretion proved to be the better part of 
valour for Theo Pourchaire at the Red Bull 
Ring. When the reigning German Formula 4 
champion took the lead in the opening 
stages of the reversed-grid FIA Formula 3 
contest last Sunday, not for a moment did it 
look as though he would stamp his authority 
on the race. Unable to break the tow, he 
remained at the mercy of DRS and his 
chasing rivals. But such caution would later 
earn him a place in the pages of junior 
single-seater history, after Liam Lawson 
and Jake Hughes collided in their dogged 
and thrilling battle for victory. 

Finishing ninth on Saturday gave 
Pourchaire second on the grid for race two. A 
fine launch earned him a run up the inside of 
polesitter Hughes as they entered Turn 1, 
and it was sufficient to give the ART Grand 
Prix rookie the lead on his fourth F3 race 
start. But he never looked like pulling away 
from the pack, even more so as it didn’t take 
long for HWA Racelab veteran Hughes to 
find his momentum on the opening lap and 
try to muscle his way around the outside. 

So when DRS came into play on lap three, 
it seemed inevitable that Pourchaire’s time 
out front would be short-lived, and so it 
proved. One tour later, with the overtaking 
aid, Hughes and Lawson swept by on the 
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run to Turn 4 in what would prove to 
be the start of a breathless duel. 

The pair dived ahead in the braking zone, 
but with Lawson on the inside line it was 
the Red Bull Junior who emerged in the lead 
thanks to his stunning double overtake. Here 
the tone was set, with Hughes retaliating a 
lap later at the same corner as the top four 
cars — Logan Sargeant bringing up the rear 
of the lead quartet for Prema Racing — 
streaked clear of the chasing field. 

In his bid to become the first repeat 
winner of the delayed 2020 season after a 
Sunday triumph in the first round, Hitech 
GP driver Lawson fought again down the 
inside of the same corner on lap 11. Having 
seemingly bided his time behind Hughes, 
waiting for the opportune moment to pass 
eT 
__ LawsonandHughes -“~ 
_ (15) putona brilliant | — cates 
__ show before colliding +. es 


Pourchaire leads 
Sargeant en route 
to fortuitous victory 


and then unleash his superior pace, it looked 
as though the race had fallen in his favour. 
Despite Lawson’s murmurs over team 
radio that the safety car — called when 
Sophia Florsch spun across the front of 
Alex Smolyar and smeared her Campos 
Racing machine down the barrier — was 
circulating too slowly, a drop in tyre 
temperatures didn’t seem to hamper him. 
Instead, he aced the restart to keep Hughes 
comfortably at bay for the next two laps. 
But when DRS came back into play, 
Hughes made a quick challenge into Turn 3 
and nipped down the inside. Overzealous 
under braking, though, Hughes suffered 
a small lock-up, which was enough for 
Lawson to use his superior exit speed to 
run back past on the way to Turn 4. 


PORTLOCK 


SUTTON 


celebrates making 
FIA F3/GP3 history 


Vesti dominated a 
sodden feature race 
that was red flagged 


It was clear that this was a two-horse race, 
but the ducking and diving seemed set to go 
down to the final lap. Hughes made his play 
three laps from home, again with DRS, to 
brave it around the outside of Turn 4. That 
forced Lawson to hug the inside line in his 
efforts to preserve the lead, but he kept it 
too tight. The car lightly tagged the kerb, 
which was enough to unsettle the rear, and 
the momentary loss of grip sent him wide 
and into the side of Hughes, who had “left 
him all the space in the world”. Both were 
out with terminal suspension damage. 

With the safety car back in action for the 
remaining three laps, Pourchaire inherited a 
record-breaking victory at a circuit where he 
scored the first of four F4 wins last year. 
The 16-year-old French driver became the 
youngest ever winner in FIA F3 or its GP3 
predecessor, eclipsing current Jaguar Formula 
E pilot Mitch Evans by just four days. 

Pourchaire had scored his first point of the 
season in the Saturday feature race, which 
was thoroughly dominated by Prema’s 
polesitter Frederik Vesti before the 11-lapper 
was rained off and half-points were awarded. 
Although he still sits a humble ninth in the 
points ahead of the next race in Hungary, 
Pourchaire is now in the spotlight. 

Even by the current standards of junior 
formula racing, he has time on his side 
— Hughes is 10 years his senior. Should 
Pourchaire go on to find the pace to lead from 
the front, there’s a bright future for him. 
MATT KEW 


POWERED BY 


ROUND 2/9, RED BULL RING, 11-12 JULY (11 LAPS - 29.436 MILES) 


POS DRIVER TEAM TIME 
1‘ Frederik Vesti (Dk) Prema Racing 19m29.657s 
2 Lirim Zendeli (Dev) Trident +0.626s 
3 David Beckmann (Dev) Trident +0.918s 
4 Oscar Piastri (aus) Prema Racing +1.698s 
5 OlliCaldwell (cer) Trident +2.087s 
6 Logan Sargeant (usa) Prema Racing +2.551s 
7 RichardVerschoor (Nip) MP Motorsport 2999S 
8 LiamLawson (NZL) Hitech GP +3.406s 
9 Theo Pourchaire (FRA) ART Grand Prix +4.031s 

10 JakeHughes (cer) HWA Racelab +4,436s 
11 Alex Peroni (aus) Campos Racing +4,982s 
12 David Schumacher (peu) Charouz Racing System +5.676s 
13 SebastianFernandeziven) ART Grand Prix +6.074s 
14 Max Fewtrell (csr) Hitech GP +6.366s 
15 EnzoFittipaldi (Bra) HWA Racelab +6.771s 
16 Lukas Dunner (auT) MP Motorsport +7.260s 
17 Roman Stanek (cze) Charouz Racing System +7.876s 
18 Dennis Hauger (Nor) Hitech GP +8.631s 
19 EnaamAhmed (csr) Carlin +9.319s 

20 BentViscaal (NL) MP Motorsport +9.783s 

21 Sophia Florsch (Dev) Campos Racing +10.731s 

22 JackDoohan (Aus) HWA Racelab +11.186s 

23 Matteo Nannini (ITA) Jenzer Motorsport +11.815s 

24 Cameron Das (usa) Carlin +13.078s 

25 Calan Williams (Aus) Jenzer Motorsport +13.531s 

26 = Igor Fraga (BRA) Charouz Racing System +13.834s 

27 Alessio Deledda (ita) Campos Racing +15.189s 

28 Federico Malvestiti (it) Jenzer Motorsport +15.687s 

29 Clement Novalak (FRA) Carlin -llap 


R_ Alexander Smolyar (Rus) ART Grand Prix 3laps-accident 


Winner’s average speed 90.597mph. Fastest lap Vesti 1m33.358s, 103.462mph. 


QUALIFYING 

1Vesti 1m20.378s; 2 Beckmann 1m20.501s; 3 Sargeant 1m20.570s; 4 Piastri 1mM20.590s; 5 Pourchaire 1m20.654s; 
6 Zendeli 1m20.709s; 7 Peroni 1m20.734s; 8 Caldwell 1m20.767s; 9 Fernandez 1m20.816s; 10 Lawson 1m20.853s; 
11Verschoor 1m20.871s; 12 Smolyar 1m20.935s; 13 Fewtrell 1m20.960s; 14 Nannini 1m21.026s; 15 Dunner 
1m21.115s; 16 Hughes 1m21.122s; 17 Viscaal 1m21.156s; 18 Stanek 1m21.169s; 19 Hauger 1m21.224s; 20 Florsch 
1m21.228s; 21 Fittipaldi 1m21.269s; 22 Schumacher 1m21.292s; 23 Doohan 1m21.344s; 24 Fraga 1m21.415s; 

25 Novalak 1m21.436s; 26 Williams 1m21.527s; 27 Ahmed 1m21.544s; 28 Das 1M21.547s; 29 Malvestiti 1m21.606s; 
30 Deledda1m22.226s. 


RACE 2 (24LAPS - 64.316 MILES) GRID FOR RACE 2 Decided by result of Race 1, with top 10 finishers reversed. 
1Pourchaire 38m25.185s; 2 Sargeant +0.464s; 3 Beckmann +0.674s; 4 Verschoor+1.102s; 5 Piastri+1.805s; 

6 Caldwell+1.876s; 7 Fewtrell+2.197s; 8 Vesti +2.594s; 9 Fernandez+3.017s; 10 Zendeli+3.324s; 11 Peroni+3.662s; 
12 Hauger +3.968s; 13 Fittipaldi+4.263s; 14 Fraga +4.540s; 15 Ahmed +5.398s; 16 Viscaal +5. 786s; 17 Schumacher 
+6.412s; 18 Stanek +6.592s; 19 Dunner +8.379s; 20 Doohan +8.588s; 21 Smolyar+8.924s; 22 Deledda+9.736s; 

23 Malvestiti+10.011s; 24 Williams +11.342s; 25 Novalak -1 lap; R Lawson 20 laps-suspension; RHughes 20 laps- 
suspension; R Das 19 laps-accident; R Florsch 10 laps-accident; R Nannini 7 laps-electrical. 

Winner’s average speed 100.441mph. Fastest lap Piastri 1m20.968s, 119.295mph. 


CHAMPIONSHIP 
1Piastri44; 2 Vesti37.5;3 Sargeant 34; 4 Beckmann 31.5; 5 Verschoor 27; 6 Zendeli 26; 7 Lawson 25; 8 Peroni 17; 


9 Pourchaire 16; 10 Novalak 11. 
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PORTLOCK 


Shwartzman win honours father 


FIA FORMULA 2 


ROUND 2 


Robert Shwartzman is selective with his 
words; he doesn’t say many. But he chose 
the cool-down lap of the FIA Formula 2 
feature race at the Red Bull Ring to honour 
his late father Mikhail, who died in April 
after contracting coronavirus, when he 
signed off his maiden series win with 
the line: “Oh my God, what a race! 
This one is for my dad.” 

Rain delayed play, with the race 
eventually getting under way behind 
the safety car and with Yuki Tsunoda 
in the hot seat. A then-undiagnosed radio 
failure, however, meant he missed the call 
to stop on lap 24 and left his Carlin team 
scrambling for the old-fashioned pit board. 
He came in two tours later, but by then 
had already lost the edge on strategy. 

Reigning FIA F3 champion Shwartzman, 
meanwhile, had set fastest lap and expertly 
picked off Luca Ghiotto and Callum Tlott 
as he progressed from sixth on the grid. 
A beautiful cutback vanquished Guanyu 
Zhou on the exit of Turn 4, which effectively 
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gave the Prema Racing-run Ferrari Academy 
driver the race lead after Nobuharu 
Matsushita peeled in to make a late stop. 
Ragged rear tyres meant Shwartzman 
couldn’t escape far down the road, winning 
by 1.5 seconds, but even that had seemed a 
long way off when he suffered overheating 
problems as the field did its formation laps 
behind the safety car prior to the green flag. 
Shwartzman’s prowess in the low-grip 
conditions did not transfer well across to 
the bone-dry Sunday sprint race. Exiting 
the opening corner, all on his own he lost 
the rear of the car and spun across the 
track. He did well to keep it out of the 
wall, but it spelled a quick retirement. 
Ahead, Christian Lundgaard had the bit 
between his teeth after the Renault junior 
was overlooked for the Formula 1 seat in 
favour of the returning Fernando Alonso. 
Polesitter Dan Ticktum made a strong 
getaway to hold the lead as third-starting 
Lundgaard dispatched ART Grand Prix 
team-mate Marcus Armstrong for second. 
A fastest lap allowed him to reel in the early 
leader before long, and then he dived from 
way back under braking for Turn 3. Ticktum 
saw the advance coming and maintained a 
conservative wide line, allowing Lundgaard 
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Race 1 Robert Shwartzman (below) 
Prema Racing 

Race 2 Christian Lundgaard 
ART Grand Prix 
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to sweep by into the lead. 

Lundgaard, having shown excellent 
judgement to cross the preceding DRS 
detection line still in second place, then 
carried the boost down the following 
straight to clear off to a 3.3s advantage. 

That fell to 2s at the flag, with Ticktum 
chewing through his tyres as he locked up 
the fronts in a bid to close the gap, but 
Lundgaard was still comfortable in 
securing his maiden F2 victory. 

Mick Schumacher looked odds-on 
to round out the podium following his 
well-judged manoeuvre around the outside 
of Armstrong at Turn 4. But down on his 
luck, a chunk of rubber flicked off the 
tyres and entered the cockpit. It set off 
the fire extinguisher and showered the 
driver in foam, forcing him out, and 
gifting third back to Armstrong. 
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Custer, closest to 


the wall, pulled off a 


NASCAR CUP 


ROUND 17/36 


Competing in his first full NASCAR Cup 
season, Cole Custer arrived in Kentucky 
carrying positive momentum from a 
career-best result of fifth from Indianapolis 
just a week before. But as he lined up 
29th on the grid, it was unlikely anybody 
predicted he would be going four-wide for 
the race lead with only one lap remaining. 
The adage that safety cars breed more 
safety cars proved to be true in the final 50 
tours of the 267-lap race. It had been almost 
caution-free by the time the final pitstop 
cycle began, with the only non-scheduled 
break coming courtesy of a spin from Matt 
Kenseth. That all changed when Brennan 
Poole suffered a tyre failure and left debris 
across the track with just 38 laps remaining. 
Martin Truex Jr’s Joe Gibbs Racing Toyota 
completed its climb from the back of the 
grid shortly after the restart, snatching the 
lead from Brad Keselowski’s Penske Ford. 


The final laps looked set to be all about 
the battle between Truex, Ryan Blaney 
and the returning Jimmie Johnson, who 
had missed the previous race after 
testing positive for COVID-19. But 
with each caution period, the order 
behind them was shaken up. 
Then Johnson was taken out with 18 
laps to run, when contact from Keselowski 
behind sent him into a spin and caused the 
penultimate caution period to be thrown. 
Normal service seemed to resume at the 
restart, as series leader Kevin Harvick swept 
through to the front. The pack made it a 
further six laps before the racing was paused 
again due to another spin from Kenseth. 
Custer’s Stewart-Haas Racing Ford was 
running fifth on the final restart, but got 
into a good position on the penultimate lap. 
The 22-year-old then ran side-by-side with 
Blaney, Truex, and Harvick as they took 
the white flag, and managed to edge out 
his more experienced rivals to win. 
Truex followed in second ahead of Matt 
DiBenedetto, Harvick and Kurt Busch. 


Pereira takes it to the grass 
to secure glory over Guven 


PORSCHE SUPERCUP 


ROUND 2/8 


Spec machinery and a lack of DRS in the 
Porsche Supercup have resulted in two 
processional races kicking off the 2020 
season. Add in that both events have 
been at the Red Bull Ring, which doesn’t 
readily offer overtaking opportunities, 
and the spectacle has been diminished. 
For drivers, if they can avoid losing out 
through Turn 4 then they’re odds on to 


maintain position for the rest of the lap. 
Polesitter Ayhancan Guven took that to the 
extreme in his battle with Dylan Pereira. 
Guven edged third-starting Pereira 
further and further to the inside of the 
circuit as they approached the apex in his 
bid to hold first place and secure a second 
series win. Guven kept on closing the gap, 
and left it to Pereira to keep his foot flat 
and brave it with two wheels on the grass. 
His commitment paid off and as the track 
folded through the long right-hander, it put 
Pereira on the superior inside line to take 
position. With a clear track, the Lechner 
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KENTUCKY (USA) 
Cole Custer 
Stewart-Haas Racing (Ford Mustang) 


KENTUCKY (USA) 
Races 1 and 2 Austin Cindric 
Team Penske (Ford Mustang) 


KENTUCKY (USA) 
Sheldon Creed 
GMS Racing (Chevrolet Silverado) 


RED BULL RING (AUT) 
Dylan Pereira 
Lechner Racing 


motorsport 


For full results visit motorsportstats.com 


. Pereira scored his 
@F third series win x 


Racing driver was able to bolt to 
a 3.75-second victory. 

Guven settled for second, aided by 
third-place Larry ten Voorde reining in 
his wide lines and keeping off the kerbs 
so as not to incur a five-second penalty 
for repeatedly exceeding track limits. 
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Jerez (ESP) 

Jerez (Esp) 

Brno (CZE) 

Red Bull Ring (auT) 

Red Bull Ring (auT) 
Misano (ITA) 

Misano (ITA) 

Barcelona (esr) 

Le Mans (FRA) 
Motorland Aragon (Esp) 
Motorland Aragon (Esp) 
Valencia (Esp) 


Valencia (Esp) 


MOTOGP RETURNS INSIGHT 


n the four months since the planned 2020 season opener 
in Qatar was abandoned due to the coronavirus crisis, 
the MotoGP landscape has changed considerably. 

The financial bite of COVID-19 has forced governing 
body the FIM and series promoter Dorna Sports to rethink 
MotoGP in the short term, with the most notable changes 
being the ban on bike development for all manufacturers 
for 2020 and a freeze over the winter that will carry over 
to the opening of the 2021 campaign. 

This will put the efforts of winter testing more into focus 
for all manufacturers, with any apparent problems in their 

packages now potentially transformed into long-term flaws. Then 
there’s the myriad rider-market moves that have been made during 
lockdown, some completely changing the dynamic within teams. 

Just as they were ahead of the originally planned start to the 
season, Yamaha and Suzuki look to be in the best shape, and if 
anything may even stand to benefit from one key advantage. 
Michelin introduced a new tyre into its range for 2020, with a new 
construction offering greater edge and exit grip. But it has also 
changed the behaviour for some bikes — most notably the trickier 
Ducatis and Hondas. At the Sepang and Qatar pre-season tests — 
topped by Yamaha riders, with Suzuki the nearest challenger — it was 
clear that the corner-friendly in-line-four-powered bikes were taking 
greater profit from the new tyre than their V4-powered counterparts. 

Those who struggled to get their head around the new rubber 
insisted it would only be a temporary disadvantage, and all they 
needed was a bit more time to set up the bikes around it. 

But time isn’t on their side anymore. Originally scheduled 
for 20 races across the year, the calendar currently stands at just 
13 rounds in Europe (although space has been 
left for the three flyaways in November and 
early December should they be possible). 
19July All of a sudden, every race becomes make 
or break for title hopes. 

With the first three rounds taking place 

9August —at Jerez and Brno — two circuits that should 
16 August suit the Yamaha Mi and Suzuki GSX-RR 
— Yamaha’s prospective title hopes 
Maverick Vinales and Fabio Quartararo 
13September (Petronas SRT) and Suzuki duo Alex Rins 
and Joan Mir can (and must) deal big damage 
in the championship battle to capitalise 
27September gn any early advantage their packages hold. 

11 October The following double-header at the 
Red Bull Ring takes on new significance 
for Ducati — undefeated at the Austrian 

25October = venue since its return in 2016. 
SNovember At the start of the season, the questions 
revolved around reigning world champion Marc 
Marquez and how his recovering shoulder injury 
— which left him at 70% fitness coming into 
the campaign — would hinder him early on. The break has been 
fortuitous for the six-time title winner, who will be looking to 
pick up where he left off in 2019. 

Now those same questions are being aimed at Andrea Dovizioso. 
The three-time championship runner-up fractured his left 
collarbone in a motocross accident at the end of June. Since 
beginning rehabilitation almost immediately after surgery, 
Dovizioso has been working hard to get himself back to full fitness. 

But he’s only given his shoulder a proper MotoGP workout for 
one day, in the test on Wednesday at Jerez just before the opening 
round. To boot, the atmosphere within the Ducati camp is tense. 
Contract talks between Dovizioso and Ducati have stalled, with 
negotiations not set to resume until August. As it takes a financial 
battering from the virus crisis, Ducati has to cut rider salaries 
dramatically — and Dovizioso is expected have his reputed €6million 
contract at least halved. With his manager Simone Battistella 
admitting that a sabbatical in 2021 is an option if his deal isn’t right, 
poor form in the early races could make the decision for him. >> 


DATE 


26 July 


23 August 


20 September 


18 October 


15 November 
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MOTOGP RETURNS 


Although Honda team boss Alberto Puig told Autosport 
earlier in the lockdown that any notion of Marquez struggling 
for pace in Qatar had the race gone ahead was unfounded, a 
question mark still hovers above HRC coming into the season, 
regardless of Marquez’s full fitness. 
It endured a torrid winter testing phase, with Marquez, Cal 
Crutchlow and Alex Marquez noting the bike’s difficulty in the 
corners — LCR’s Crutchlow even admitted it was “worse” than , 
last year’s already difficult bike. But elements of the new package "Shrugging off 
did impress, and when it was found on the final day of the Qatar “pressure is a key 
test that it was Honda’s 2020-spec aero fairing that had been Quartararo strength... 
causing the issues, a turnaround was on the horizon. 
The full potential of that bike is unknown, with only one 
proper day of running on the bike on Wednesday at Jerez. The 
opening Jerez round at least will essentially be an extended great things with it. Yamaha has two in the form of a mentally 
test session, albeit one it will be hard to rule Marquez out of. rejuvenated Vinales and the factory-backed SRT sophomore 
The 56-time MotoGP race winner, on paper at least based on Quartararo, who rattled Marquez’s cage last season with his shock 
his ultra-consistent 2019 form, looks tough to beat. Of all the frontrunning pace. Testing suggests Vinales will be Marquez’s nearest 
circuits on the revised 2020 schedule, only at the Red Bull Ring rival, but a Rory Gallagher-esque cool radiating from Quartararo 
did Marquez fail to reach the top step of the podium — and even arguably makes him Marquez’s most dangerous opponent. 
then he was still second and in contention for that victory until Speaking to Autosport last month, Quartararo admitted that 
the last corner. Marquez is famed for his ability in practice sessions winning this year ahead of his factory-team Yamaha bow in 2021 
to stamp his authority almost immediately, so the sprint nature was inconsequential, and what will happen will happen. Deflecting 
of the coming campaign arguably suits him more than anyone. pressure has become a key attribute of Quartararo — something 
But don’t fear for one second that he’ll go unchallenged. he has learned since the pressure of his career almost collapsing 
A strong bike is one thing, but you need a strong rider to do during his Moto3 days. While the expectation will be on Vinales 
and Marquez — both from their teams and from themselves — 
Quartararo can simply focus on racing and continuing to grow. 
Growing will be the chief objective of KTM’s Brad Binder 
and Tech3 counterpart Iker Lecuona, as well as Honda’s Alex 
Marquez. With just 13 rounds this year, these three rookies 
will effectively be facing a debut campaign in two parts, as 


Rookie Alex Marquez 
(73) can learn heaps 
from brother Marc 


next year (assuming normality returns) will see all of them 


...and he’s dismissed 
the need to win as 
he grows as a rider 


arrive at circuits they won’t race at this season. 

Reigning Moto2 champion Alex Marquez’s season will be an 
odd one. He has been ousted from the factory squad to make way 
for Pol Espargaro for 2021 without having raced yet — hardly 
confidence-inspiring stuff from your employer. But, equally, 
the pressure is now off as his factory-backed LCR future is all 
but assured and he can just get on with learning the bike. 

At KTM, the impressive Miguel Oliveira will be expected to 
build on the sole top-eight finish of his debut campaign at Tech3 
as the Austrian marque moulds him into team leader for his 
step up to the factory squad next year alongside Binder (while 
outgoing Ducati rider Danilo Petrucci takes his place at Tech3). 

KTM’s loss of Espargaro is a bigger disaster than it is willing to 
publicly admit. So far he’s the only rider in the project’s history 
to have extracted top results from the RC16, and all hasn’t been 
well between both parties for some time. Espargaro insists 
he’ll give his full commitment this year, but you can’t help 
but feel his motivations will be driven by a desire to 
constantly remind KTM what it’s going to miss. 


Both KTM and Aprilia — MotoGP’s concession manufacturers 
— were allowed extra time to tinker with engines before they were 
homologated and sealed for this year. Aprilia lodged the request 
after encountering reliability issues with its all-new 90-degree V4 
engine powering its overhauled RS-GP. Whether it made good 
use of this extra time will become evident over the next few 
weeks, but the performance of the new bike in testing does hint at 
a good year for Aleix Espargaro if reliability has been conquered. 

Over lockdown, Andrea Iannone was hit with an 18-month 
doping ban for accidental ingestion of a banned steroid. Aprilia 
is sticking by his pleas of innocence and is backing his appeal to 
the Court of Arbitration for Sports. But the World Anti-Doping 
Agency wants the ban extended to four years. Aprilia has 
consistently reiterated its desire to retain Iannone alongside 
Espargaro for 2021, but this situation has presented an opportunity 
for Bradley Smith, who will step out of his test rider role to 
fill in for Iannone while his ban is still active. 

No one could have predicted back in March that MotoGP would 
be where it is now, and quite what it will look like come November 
is anyone’s guess. Though 
the season may only be 13 
races long, that hardly 
matters in the end. The 
mere fact that the greatest 
show in two-wheeled 
motorsport is getting back 
under way at all after the 
misery of the past few 
months is good enough. The 
fact that this is still set to be 
the most exciting season in 
seven decades of history is 
a welcome bonus. #4 


NEXT WEEK 


MOTOGP JEREZ REPORT 
23 JULY ISSUE 


Will the expectation 
that’s been building 
throughout the season’s 
forced postponement be 
rewarded with a riotously 
entertaining first round? 


The COVID-19-enforced 
shutdown has sent the 
world’s economies into 
unprecedented levels of 
uncertainty, and sport - 
particularly motorsport - 
will feel the results. 

MotoGP promoter Dorna 
Sports rolled out a €9million 
financial aid package for 
the satellite MotoGP teams, 
as well as all Moto2 and 
Moto3 squads, to keep 
them afloat while it tried 
to steer the championship 
to better days. 

The current bikes have 
been frozen for this year, 
with all manufacturers 
having to start 2021 on 
this year’s machinery. 
After the first race, normal 
development rules will 
apply, meaning only 
Aprilia and KTM will be 
able to develop engines 
next season. 

To ensure virus safety in 


the paddock, numbers have 
been cut dramatically, with 
around 1300 covering 
MotoGP, Moto2, Moto3 (with 
45 personnel allowed for 
factory teams, 25 for 
satellite teams, 20 for Moto2 
and 15 for Moto3 squads) 
and skeleton TV crews 
permitted. At least for the 


HENS CA Ry 


opening rounds, there 

will be no written media 
allowed. Much like in F1, 
paddock personnel will be 
isolated into bubbles and 
virus testing will take place 
regularly. All team members 
travelling from outside 
Europe will have to observe 
a two-week quarantine 


period upon arrival. For the 
time being, races will be run 
without fans in attendance. 
MotoGP has worked with 
the MotoAmerica Superbike 
series - headed by three- 
time 500cc world champion 
Wayne Rainey - in crafting 
its paddock protocol, 
after it became the first 


international series to begin 
racing in May since lockdown 
measures took hold. 

With Dorna’s protocols 
developed at the height of 
the pandemic, CEO Carmelo 
Ezpeleta is confident they 
will still prove successful 
should infections in Europe 
begin to spike again. 

“I hope things will change 
for the better, but maybe 
they will get worse,” 
Ezpeleta told Autosport. 
“The protocols that we 
will put into practice were 
created at the worst 
moment of the pandemic, 
and I think they will be valid 
in the worst-case scenario. 

“If we respect everything, 
everything will be fine, but 
the measures are severe 
because we are not yet 
in a position to smooth 
them out.” 
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WEB DIRECTORY 


WEB DIRECTORY 


DRY SUMP EXHAUSTS 


GEARBOXES 


Inconel & Stainless Steel Specialists 


— Gearboxman.com 
-P a CoC a iy COMPETITION TRANSMISSION SERVICES 
eT Race Exhausts 


OIL PUMPS & DRY SUMP SYSTEMS Gearboxes & Axles for Road, Race, Rally and more 
En Pec cRUnips cous Telephone: 01582 840008 Fax: 01582 840007 


MOTORSPORT LEGAL ADVICE 


Tel: 01753 532222 et 
www.simpsonraceexhausts.com f 


HELMET GRAPHICS MEMORABILIA 


Mike Fairholme Designs 


go FInALt 


www. finallap.net WE BUY AND SELL 
+44 (0) 1245 287588 / 07771 920345 


Sole approved painter of Arai helmets. 
Silver Birches, Corby Birkholme, Nr Grantham, Lincs NG33 4LE. 
Tel: 01476 550630. Fax: 01476 550029. 
email: fairholmedesigns@btconnect.com 


www.fairholmedesigns.co.uk 


a One 


RACE PARTS 


Cire Parton 


Performance and Tuning Parts 


Passionate About Motorsport 


y } 3 DRY SUMP 
fu OE, SYSTEMS 
ARMSTRONG RACE ENGINEERING INC. Leading performance brands online 


WWW.DRYSUMP.COM (916) 652-5282 www.part-box.com 
RACE PARTS RACE RADIO RACING 


Pit to Car 


Radio solutions 
0044(0)1508 528837 


Vc ‘<_rcoO calli i 


www.jjcraceandrally.com 


Autoparts and Hydraulics 


sales@LMAautoparts.com 


MCR’s for sale 


a 
www. racerad io.co. u k = : arrive & drive packages 


RACING 


PORSCHESHOP 


10% off with website 
voucher code AUTOTEN 


YERACING 


MOTORSPORT & PERFORMANCE 


WWW.YBRACING.COM 


RACING RACEWEAR TRACK PREPARATION 


AENDALL 
SEVELOPMENTS 


Silverstone 


The best of racewear & kartwear 
www. gprdirect.com 


TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS 


CHAMPION RV 


www. WOODFORDTRAILERS.com 


TO ADVERTISE IN AUTOSPORT CLASSIFIEDS 
PLEASE CONTACT OUR ADVERTISING SALES TEAM 


Usman Ahmed Matthew Meszaros 
T: +44 (0) 20 3405 8116 T: +44 (0) 20 3405 8109 
E: usman.ahmed@motorsport.com E: matthew.meszaros@motorsport.com 
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS CLASSIFIEDS 


HIGH QUALITY TRAILERS 
FOR CLUB, PRIVATE AND 
www.WOODFO RDTRAILE RS .com PRO MOTORSPORTS 


Woodford covered trailers 
Superior in design, quality and finish 


TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS 
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Woodford Trailers Limited | 14 Great Central Way, Daventry, Woodford Halse, Northants, NN113PZ | Telephone 01327 263384 
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CLASSIFIEDS TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS 
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MOTORHOMES 


Europe’s sole Winnebago and Fleetwood RV dealership 


The largest exclusive fleet of 7 and 8 star RV and American Motorhomes i in Europe. 


A RV supplier « of choice to leading | Fl, Le Mans, British GT, BTCC BSB and motorsport 
riders, drivers, teams and fans! | ae SS See 
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= Eppes RV are © your total American Motorhome solution, whether you want to rent, 
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MARKETPLACE CLASSIFIEDS 


ua RACINGEDGE Com 


Wn 


Buy « Sell - Consign Race Cars and Classic Cars 
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Aston Martin V8 USD $140,000 1974 Lamborghini UrracoP250 USD $90,500 


dé RACINGEDGE 


SIM RACING SERIES 


Test yourself against the elite: join GT3 Cup Champion Daniel 
Morad for our exclusive six-race series - broadcasted live on YouTube 
Win cash prizes and help support a charity for each race! 


ua RACINGEDGE | PADDOCK 
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CLASSIFIEDS MARKETPLACE 


ua RACINGEDGE -_cCom 


Wn 


F j 
r j AL L U U Buy « Sell - Consign Race Cars and Classic Cars 


THE GLOBAL MOTORSPORT MARKETPLACE REINVENTED 


1 


2016 Lamborghini Huracan USD $169,900 1957 Lotus Eleven 246 Series 1 POA 1959 Ambro POA 
Super Trofeo EVO 


tC RACING EDGE 


SIM RACING SERIES 


Test yourself against the elite: join GT3 Cup Champion Daniel 
Morad for our exclusive six-race series - broadcasted live on YouTube 
Win cash prizes and help support a charity for each race! 


ua RACINGEDGE PADDOCK 
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RACE PREPARATION 


7 


FIGOLLECTORS COM London Motorsport Showroom 


www. msar.co.uk 
If you wish to advertise your Ve sim \ 
products and services > a 
with Autosport in print 


and online please contact #1 FOR F1 MEMORABILIA 
& AUTOGRAPHS 
usman.ahmed@ 


motorsport.com We buy and sell F1 items 
AYRTON SENNA specialists 
Call CHRIS GRINT 


+44 (0) 20 3405 8116 01763 274448 


email:- sales@f1 collectors.com 


or call 


Ree ER R 


ad DURATEC: ZETEC) 2.155 ca 
= ie, DURATEC ZETEC A. Baas Re 
| 
[ 


hae c ENGINE ENGINE ¥ COMPETITION CARS 
a re 9 


¥ RALLY & RACE CARS 
=) COMPLETE ENGINE & COMPONENT DEVELOPMENT 


‘zetec . Y SERVICE VEHICLES 
\A\\\ TI 
. PHONE: 0161 440 7590 


Tel: E-Mail: - 
4 t quote form on rallycar-insurance.co.uk 
Unit 10 Tomo Business Park, Tomo Road, Stowmarket, Suffolk, IP14 5EP, England Misdtiaiicalll alsin scieidhiin bik Whe Weleiniial Gniibalies Aubdadici 


Rebuild Time?... 


Fast and Reliable Delivery of | 
Forged Pistons and Conrods \ 


DOCKING 


engineering 


Advanced Cooling Systems 


Water Radiators , —_ 
Intercoolers 7 A.@ Res 
OilCoolers 9 / 
Heat Exchangers es : i 
System Design \ we a 
Ancillary Products quinn 


Manufactured to your requirements 
by the UK's leading supplier. 


info@dockingengineering.com 
+44 (0) 1327 857164 
+44 (0) 1327 858011 
www.dockingengineering.com 


Have the pistons you need, not 


a compromise CALL: (0)1462 684300 


ir~ \e Unit 15 Silverstone Circuit Cambridge salesfcambridgemotorsport.com 
(R) | y. Certified to CAA & AWS Silverstone, Northants 
~~ Welding Standards NN12 8TL, United Kingdom 


Unit 5 Lacre Way, Letchworth, Herts, SG6 | NR. www.cambridgemotorsport.com 
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RACE PREPARATION 


BUMPSIronIBROFESSIONALS KYW 


=== Basenotes “sy GLENCOE 
Facet ( UR) BUY GENUINE PRODUC WKaDistributor, 


Quality ~ Reliabli 
LY www.glencoeltd.co.uk 


[nowt B a a Go 
| (eee “Od>*\ {0 £77.52 , =f 
eee ees CYNNDRICALIEUM BSI 


+ EFFICIENT WF WW? , 
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* QUIET OPERATION ¢ = R\ * SOLID STATE ELECTRICS 


4%, 3 
* CORROSION RESISTANT * ROBUST DESIGN 
+ 6,000 HRS LIFE CYCLE * CLEANABLE FILTER 


* ELECTRICAL SURPRESSION 
——~, 0" £38.68 WZ 
£49.68 ; 
& corer pum TT 6 


not 
CUE PUMP KTS —- compact, Wa ~_ S¥gu £86.46 
* MOISTURE PROTECTION CY LINDRICAISPUMPIKITS) 


— * FUEL PUMP 
* 6,000 HRS LIFE CYCLE -— 
- 3 FUEL UNION : = * Imtr SUCTION HEIGHT 


FILTER UNION ape Badan oh a ~ 2 BRASS 90 DEG. UNIONS 
* 100HRS SALT SPRAY TEST : 
* SOFT MOUNT KIT * 1 RUBBER MOUNTING KIT 


* REPLACEMENT FILTER 


¢ PRICES EXCLUDE VAT @ 20% Tel: +44 (0) 1784 493 555 Email: sales@glencoeltd.co.uk 


MOTORSPORT FUEL PUMPS 


aise 


610E 620EM 542EM 


420G 340G 


www.glencoeltd.co.uk 
tel: 01784 493 555 
email: sales@glencoeltd.co.uk 
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STORAGE 


GAR AGEPRIDE } Workshop and Garage Cabinetry 


Create an organised, productive, and professional workshop 


Buy ready-configured cabinet systems online at GaragePride, or we can provide a 
complete cabinet and workbench design and installation service working closely 
with you to meet your precise requirements. Unlike other suppliers, we are not tied 
to a single cabinet brand but would propose one that best meets your budgetary, functional 
and aesthetic needs. 


www.garagepride.co.uk 01743 742028 


service, including project 
management, consultation, 
technical advice and no 
obligation site surveys. 
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CLASSIFIEDS MOTORSPORT JOBS 


motorsport oe 
JOBS PASSION 
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_ 


Find your dream job 


Here at Autosport we've been helping people find great jobs in motorsport for over 
60 years. Today we're launching a new global motorsport jobs site, where you can: 


Find the latest jobs in motorsport 
Apply for a job with just one click 
Upload your CV and let recruiters find you 


Set up job alerts - don’t miss out on your dream move 


motorsport 


motorsportjobs.com sictaraiteiobs 


- A Motorsport 
Network Company 
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JOBS 


Electronics Engineer 


You will be involved in the design and development of 
electrical / electronic systems and equipment as required 
by the team. You should have a good degree or equivalent 
in Electrical/Electronic Engieering, have recent analogue 
and digital circuit design experience and have worked for 
a minimum of 2 years in a similar role ideally within the 
motorsport, aerospace or automotive industries. 


We are looking for a practical engineer who is prepared to 
take a hands-on approach and follow projects from concept, 
through design, manufacturing and testing, providing 
support as necessary. 


The successful candidate will have experience in most if not 
all of the following areas: 


* design & development of hardware / firmware for real- 
time embedded systems 


automotive electronic systems 
data acquisition systems 
sensor signal conditioning design 


wiring harness design to mil. spec 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 


motorsport Haas 
JOBS Fi Team 


Reliability Engineer 


This position reports to the Director of Engineering or his 
designee and is based in Banbury, UK. Responsible for all 
aspects of vehicle faults, including gathering fault data, 
analysis of the data, organizing fault event meetings and 
day to day database management. 


Key responsibilities include: 


* Promote teamwork and effective communications to 
develop working relationships between all personnel and 
departments. 


Raise faults as they occur with as much detail as possible 
to ensure quick and accurate communication to the 
relevant people and departments. 


Manage faults list by analyzing faults and ranking them in 
terms of severity. 


Assign faults correctly. 


Organize post-event faults meetings with all relevant 
departments. 


Use telemetry software to monitor reliability parameters 
during all sessions and races. During practice and 
qualifying sessions, monitor state of the car in the garage 
and communicate to relevant people if there were issues 
to be discussed to avoid any reliability issues. 


Attend all FIA legality tests during the race weekend and 
report to relevant group of people. 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 
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motorsport = 
JOBS 


Partnership Coordinator (Consumer/Luxury Brands) 


Working in the Commercial team, the Partnership 
Coordinator (Consumer and Luxury Brands) will be 
responsible for supporting the delivery of marketing and 
activation initiatives designed to deliver measurable 
success for a portfolio of partners. This supporting role is 
responsible for partners’ administration including finance, 
hospitality requests, order forms, permits and branding. The 
role will also include integrated communications and event 
activation support working in collaboration with our Event 
Experience team. We are looking for: 


* Experience working in global commercial partnerships to 
develop effective solutions based on brand marketing 
objectives 
Experience handling client relationships across either 
sport or entertainment properties or major tournaments/ 
events 


Exceptional organisational skills with the ability to 
coordinate multiple initiatives simultaneously 


Ability to work Under minimum supervision with a “can do” 
attitude 


An adaptable, collaborative and solutions-focused 
mindset 


Strong attention to detail with excellent written and 
verbal communications skills 


A desire to learn and develop with the team 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 


Want to advertise a 
motorsport job? 


If you are recruiting In 
motorsport and wish to advertise 
with Autosport in print and digital 

please contact 


James.robinson@motorsport.com 
or Call 
+44 (0) 20 3405 8105 


For all current vacancies 
advertised please visit 
our website 
Motorsportjobs.com 
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HISTORICS 


NATIONAL RACING 


RALLYING ABLE T 


RETURN 


FOLLOWING COVID HIATUS 


Motorsport UK has announced that sanctioned 
rallies will once again be able take place following 
the coronavirus pandemic and subsequent lockdown. 

All national governing body-sanctioned events for 
racing and rallying were suspended in March due to 
the spread of COVID-19. The first three UK club race 
meetings of the year took place two weekends ago, 
all of which followed strict new guidelines, including 
new safety protocols, social-distancing measures 
and no admittance for spectators. 

But stage rallying had remained unable to restart — 
except for single-stage rally time-trial events — 
primarily due to the car being shared by two people, 
making it impossible to practise social distancing. 

Last Thursday, the governing body announced that 
rallying events would also now be allowed to return, 
including single and multi-venue, closed-road, 
navigational and road rallies. It comes too late for the 
British Rally Championship, which announced last 
month that it would be cancelling its 2020 season. 

Motorsport UK CEO Hugh Chambers said: “We were 
delighted with how our first weekend of motorsport 
went following the suspension of all permits. Upon 
visiting the various events it was clear members of 
our community were incredibly enthusiastic. 

“Rallying had to follow at a later date, as we worked 
upon the relevant information and followed the latest 
government guidelines. Following the updates from the 
Driving and Vehicle Standards Agency [DVSA], this 
has enabled us to work on similar procedures to 
accommodate both driver and co-driver in a vehicle. 

“We have also put together information for event 
organisers, giving them time to implement appropriate 
measures, and Motorsport UK is here to help support 
clubs restart this popular discipline.” 

Guidelines issued by the governing body on two 
people sharing a vehicle state “occupancy to be in 
accordance with Government advice”. It will be 
mandatory for those not from the same household 


Bogie believes clubs will 
need to work together 


to wear “a tight fitting covering” across the mouth and 
nose, while such coverings are recommended for those 
who are from the same household. 

Other protocols include every vehicle to carry a hand 
sanitiser, a limit on team personnel in the service area, 
and increased social distancing. 

Former British and Scottish Rally champion David 
Bogie is encouraged by the measures that have been 
put in place, but believes it is imperative that clubs 
work together in order to hold events this year. 

“T think the measures that they’ve put in place 
will be more than enough,” he said. “It’s going to be 
difficult for organisers — it’s hard enough to run a rally 
under normal circumstances, never mind running an 
event under these new procedures. Of course the 
disinfectant of the equipment, the designated COVID 
medical officer, social distancing, trying to control 
spectators on the stages — it’s going to be very 
difficult and anybody who can pull an event off 
under those conditions will have my utmost respect. 

“But I think probably now more than ever it’s 
important that clubs pull together and work together 
to ensure that we can get these events on.” 


NATIONAL NEWS CLUB AUTOSPORT 


Two Collards to race in British GT 


BRITISH GT 


Jordan Collard is to line up on the 
British GT Championship grid with his 
father, multiple British Touring Car 
Championship race-winner Rob, thanks to 
a deal to remain in the series’ GT 4 class 
with an HHC Motorsport McLaren. 

The 20-year-old made his BGT debut 
last year as part of the McLaren Driver 
Development Programme run by Tolman 
Motorsport, and took a class win at 
Snetterton on his way to fourth in 
the points with Lewis Proctor. 

Collard will again race a McLaren 570S 
GT4 with HHC, this time pairing up 
with Patrik Matthiesen. The Dane had 
originally planned to race with HHC in 
European GT 4 alongside Proctor before 


Collard will drive HHC 
McLaren 570S GT4 


the COVID-19 pandemic. He was a 
winner at Rockingham in 2018 and 
returns to the team after a difficult season 
with Optimum Motorsport in 2019. 
Collard Sr is making his series debut in a 
Barwell Motorsport Lamborghini Huracan 
alongside Sandy Mitchell, and has now also 
been confirmed as part of the squad’s 
line-up in the GT World Challenge Europe 
Endurance Cup, with Collard’s older son 
Ricky joining for the Spa 24 Hours. 
Meanwhile, Century Motorsport has 
revealed that its second BMW M4 GT4 
will be driven by series newcomers Luke 
Sedzikowski and Dave Whitmore. The 
Bronze-graded pair already have previous 
experience in M4 machinery, after racing 
together in Club Enduro last season. 
JAMES NEWBOLD 


Kent eyes World tin-top campaign 


WTCR 


TCR UK runner-up Lewis Kent is aiming to 
compete in the three rounds of the World 
Touring Car Cup later this season. 

Kent, who has been a TCR UK regular since 
the category’s launch in 2018, is planning to 
contest the WTCR rounds at the Nurburgring, 
Motorland Aragon and Adria, if he can get the 


TCR UK and European 
__ outings for Kent in 2020 


ae 
champion 


cancen TRUST) 
' 


required budget in place. 

“Tt’s a little bigger than what we normally 
do, but it’s a very high possibility,’ said the 
20-year-old of his WTCR plans. “So, the 
three rounds we’re looking at — it’s not 
100% — but it’Il be Nurburgring, Aragon 
in Spain and then Adria in Italy as well. 

“T’m not sure how the Nordschleife is 
going to go with my first ever time being 
there in a nice little powerful touring car, 
but we’re hoping that we can do it.” 

Kent, who will be continuing in TCR UK 
this year and is hoping to go one step further 
and win the title in his Hyundai i30 N TCR, 
also confirmed that he will take part in three 
European TCR events. 

“We’ve got three rounds booked in for TCR 
Europe anyway and the rest of TCR UK, so we 
have still got them, and if we can get WTCR 
that will be a bonus,” added Kent. 

The Chelmsford-based driver kicked his 2020 
season off by racing in the EnduroKa series at 
Snetterton earlier this month, finished 13th as 
part of the Peak Performance Reviews squad. 
ROB HANSFORD 


SLIGHT CUT IN 
TRACK TIME FOR 
TOCA SUPPORTS 


TOCA 


The British Touring Car 
Championship and its support 
series will each receive a slight 
reduction in track time across 
the final three events of the year 
in order to shorten timetables 
amid reduced daylight hours. 

The coronavirus pandemic 
has led to a revised BTCC 
calendar for 2020 that extends 
into November for the first 
time in the category’s history. 
Given that the amount of 
daylight hours is significantly 
reduced by the time of the 
Snetterton (24-25 October) and 
Brands Hatch (14-15 November) 
events, each series will have 
a slight decrease in the time 
on track at these or the 
preceding Croft (10-11 October) 
weekends to limit track 
activity in the dark. 

For example, British 
Formula 4 (above) will only have 
two races at Croft instead of its 
usual three, while Ginetta 
Junior (below) faces a similar 
reduction at both the Croft and 
Brands Hatch events. The BTCC 
is also set to have one instead 
of two practice sessions at 
two of the final events. 

British F4 promoter Sam 
Roach explained: “It’s been done 
very fairly that all of us supports 
and the BTCC are losing an 
equal amount of time at some 
point in the last few rounds. 

“Tt means at Croft we will 
have one race less — it’s very 
disappointing but completely 
understandable. It’s just one 
of those things and everyone 
is having to make 
compromises this year.” 
STEPHEN LICKORISH 
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PORSCHE SPRINT CHALLENGE GB alongside Josh Smith. But the pair suffered a 
lot of bad luck — including being incorrectly 
penalised during the Oulton Park round — 
preventing them from launching a title bid. 
Dorlin has now switched to the new 
Porsche series for the 718 Cayman GT'4 
Clubsport machine after joining the 
In2Racing squad. Despite driving a 
brand-new car that had only been 
tested in the wet on Friday, Dorlin 


British GT4 frontrunner James Dorlin has 
agreed a late deal to race in the new Porsche 
Sprint Challenge GB series this year — and 
was rewarded with a double win in the 
inaugural event at Snetterton last weekend. 
The 21-year-old was part of McLaren’s 
Driver Development Programme in British 
GT last year, winning the GT4 class once 


was still able to take a double victory in 
Norfolk after qualifying on pole. 
“The car arrived on Wednesday night, 
so we wrapped it Thursday and it got to 
the point where the guys had to shoot off 
to the track and I had to tow the car myself 
on Thursday night!” said Dorlin, who was 
the 2018 Renault UK Clio Cup runner-up. 
“To come away with pole and two wins after 
that, you can’t ask for much more really! 
“The weather on Friday didn’t help 
either — it was too wet for slicks and too 
dry for wets — so it was tricky to get any 
proper running. It’s a testament to Porsche 
that the car was fine straight out of the box. 
“Tt was something we wanted to do 
[Sprint Challenge] but with all the 
uncertainty around coronavirus, we didn’t 
know what was happening. Between us, the 
team and our new sponsor that has come 
on board, ASTA Tools, we decided it would 
be the right thing to do. It’s a new series 
from Porsche, it’s a great car and looks to 
be a successful championship moving 
forward, so it was something we were keen 
to be part of. We a put a lot of work in to 
make it happen, and I’m glad we did!” 
Dorlin qualified on pole by two tenths 
over Rob Boston Racing’s Tom Jackson. He 
lost out to Jackson at the start of the opener, 
but Jackson was handed a 10-second false- 
start penalty, allowing Dorlin to win. He 
then led throughout race two. 
STEPHEN LICKORISH 


F3 Cup suffers small grid but more are set to join 


F3 CUP Carey decided not to defend 
his title and the University 
of Wolverhampton Racing 
Team elected not to attend 


because of concerns around 


The F3 Cup featured a small 
grid of just eight cars as its 
season began at Snetterton 
last weekend, but organisers 
believe entry numbers 
should return to double 
figures later this year. SA 
The series struggled to a = ” a" 
attract entries in 2019, ell! 
averaging 10 cars, but prior 
to the COVID-19 outbreak 
a larger entry was on the 
cards for this season. 
Numbers were reduced as 
reigning double champion Cian 
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social-distancing measures. 
Due to the size of the team, 
which runs Shane Kelly in 
the championship, it was 
decided that they were unable 


Only eight cars raced in 
F3 Cup season opener 


to adhere to the new guidance. 
MotorSport Vision Racing 
competitions manager Joe East 
said: “I think it’s difficult for a 
lot of business owners. To then 
go out racing when employees 
are furloughed or are having to 
make redundancies, I think that 
has affected the grid a little bit 
this weekend as we’ve got a lot 
of business owners. 
“T think next time out 
at Donington, which is in 
September, the grid will be 
stronger again with at least 
another two if not more.” 
JAKE JONES 


NRYAN 
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Ryan Motorsport insurance Limited is an appointed representative (557405) of independent Broking Solutions Limited who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. ts Financial Services Register number is 312026 
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Taylor and Alderslade walked = 


away from pit straight crash 


BrandsHatch La 
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Drivers uninjured in nasty 
Historic Touring Car smash 


HISTORIC TOURING CARS 


Historic Touring Car racers Roy Alderslade 
and Alex Taylor climbed unaided from 
their wrecked cars following a violent 
incident at Brands Hatch last weekend. 
Grand Prix Circuit debutant Taylor and 
Ginetta G4o Chairman’s Cup champion 
Alderslade had qualified ninth and 16th 
in the 39-car field and were moving 


switch and had the clutch in inside a 


second, then the rear axle locked solid, 


throwing me right. I braked and was about 
to tap the wall when the Mini arrived 
through the smoke with nowhere to go.” 
Historic racing newcomer Alderslade’s 
Mini impacted the pitwall and ricocheted 
out, stopping with its left-front corner 
impaled in the Mustang’s right-front 
wing. Red flags flew and rescue crews 


forward at the end of the first lap. The 
engine in Taylor’s Ford Mustang blew 
on the Brabham Straight, a cloud of grey 
smoke unsighting pursuers, including 
Alderslade in his Mini Cooper S. 

“As the engine went I was on the left 
looking in my mirrors, which were clear, 
trying to move right towards the marshals’ 
post,” said Taylor. “I’d hit the ignition kill 


reached the scene quickly. 

Taylor climbed out first then, 
with officials and medics supervising, 
Alderslade carefully extricated himself. 
Both were taken to the medical centre. 
“He’s [Roy] an awesome guy,” said Taylor. 
“Because nobody could collect or drop us, 
we walked back to the paddock together!” 
MARCUS PYE 


Harrison makes rear-engined switch 


HISTORIC F2 


John Harrison, who has raced 
front-engined cars for 50 years, 
took fourth on his Historic 
Formula 2 debut at Brands 
Hatch last weekend in the Ford 
BDG-powered March 742 he 
built up with son Andrew. 
Spurred on by Classic 
Clubmans sparring partner 
Mark Charteris, who has 
raced a similar car since 2018, 
the Harrisons acquired the 
reskinned monocoque and a 
kit of parts from Richard Eyre. 


The March carries chassis 
plate 742-25, Austrian Dieter 
Quester’s BMW-powered 
Team Harper car in 1974. 

“T wanted to run it in his 
Memphis livery but, because 
we’ve not found good period 
photos, it’s in regular Harper 
colours,” said Swanley 
upholsterer Harrison. 

“Having sat alongside 
engines for so long it’s very 
strange being able to see the 
front wheels [in a single- 
seater] and to have this really 
powerful wagon train behind 


you pushing you along. 
“Understanding how to 
set the car up and adapting 
my driving style to use the 
downforce is going to be 
a big challenge at my age, but 
the learning process will be 
fun. The speed already feels 
incredible, but I’m loving it.” 
Harrison first raced a 
Lotus 7 in the 750 Motor 
Club’s Formula 1200 in 1970. 
When it evolved into F1300, 
he switched to a Mallock U2, 
winning four successive titles. 
MARCUS PYE 


HITECH SIGNS FIRST F3 RACER 


Hitech GP has signed Reece Ushijima 
as one of its drivers for BRDC British 
F3 as it joins the series for the first 
time. The 17-year-old Californian 
has previously competed in karts 
before making the switch to cars at 
the end of last season. He sampled 
Formula Ford machinery with 
Oldfield Motorsport and completed 
a campaign in the MRF Challenge. 


KEEN’S CLUB RACING FORAY 
British GT frontrunner Phil Keen 

was unable to make a second club- 
racing appearance in two weekends 
at Snetterton after a mechanical 
failure on the BMW E36 M3 he was 
due to share with Del Shelton in the 
GT Cup. The previous weekend Keen 
took part in the EnduroKa 12-hour 
race alongside his brother Pete. “If 
you’re driving around and you’re not 
racing other people, they are quite 
slow and not very exciting, but when 
there’s 30 other cars out on track it’s 
good fun,” said Keen, who was ninth. 


NO BRABHAMS IN BRITCAR 


Neither of the Brabhams due to run in 
the Britcar Endurance Championship 
this season were present at the 
season opener at Croft last weekend. 
Will Powell, who shared a BT62 on 
the car’s Britcar debut with David 
Brabham last year, said: “The reason 
for Brabham to run a works car in 
racing is simply to sell cars, and if you 
can’t safely gather people at a track 
to do that, we can’t do it [race].” It is 
intended that the Brabhams will 
make an appearance later this year. 


RARE JENSEN CV8 ON TRACK 


Arare 1965 Jensen CV8, powered 
by a 6.3-litre Chrysler engine, 
turned heads on its Historic Sports 
Car Club Historic Touring Car debut 
at Brands Hatch on Sunday. David 
Lloyd qualified the West Bromwich- 
built machine (below) out of session 
and retired it from the race. MCD 
circuit group boss John Webb 
raced an earlier six-cylinder Austin- 
engined Jensen 541R in the 1950s. 
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Rallycross oem 


champion = — 
Palmer returns 7 
to circuit racing 


BRITCAR 


Five-time British Rallycross RX150 
champion Chrissy Palmer has switched 
back to circuit racing in a Mazda MX-5 
after a lack of budget prevented him 


moving up the rallycross ranks. up in rallycross, which would have “T raced Mazdas back in the day and the 

The 2009 Formula Ford Festival been Supercars or Super1600, but I’m opportunity to jump into a Mk4 is great. 
winner and McLaren Autosport BRDC not really a fan of the latter, and then It’s a lot different to the last generation 
Award finalist had been targeting a the opportunity came up to move back of the car — the sequential gearbox is 
move into Supercars, but the cost of over to track racing,” Palmer said. fantastic — but I need to remember it 
the top-level category curtailed his plans “The Britcar programme came about won’t slide quite as well as the RX150!” 
and left him searching for new options. from Paul who suggested it would be Palmer made his circuit racing return 

Instead of moving up the rallycross ladder, a good series to race in. It gives me so much at Croft last weekend— a track he hadn’t 
Palmer has rejoined Paul Sheard Motorsport _ track time as well. Just the 30-minute raced in full “for at least six years” — and 
—ateam with which he took three wins in qualifying session — never mind the took a class victory and 11th overall in 
the Mazda MX5-Cup in 2011 — to compete races — gives me more time behind the the opening encounter. He then finished 
in Britcar’s new-for-2020 Trophy category. wheel than an entire rallycross weekend, 15th overall in the second race. 

“T couldn’t afford to make the next step which is normally about 21 minutes! JOE HUDSON 


New teams commit to running Revolution A-One 


REVOLUTION TROPHY 


Excelr8 Motorsport and 
Greensall Motorsport have 
become the latest teams to 
enter the Revolution Trophy 
for this season, taking the 
total number to eight. 
British Touring Car 
Championship and Mini 
Challenge squad Excelr8 
will run one Revolution 
A-One in the class, which is 
part of the Sports Prototype 
Cup, having joined 
Revolution as a build partner. 


Greensall Motorsport, managing director Phil as a driver, coach and team Sports Prototype Cup is due 
run by versatile GT racer Abbott said: “Excelr8’s owner. And with these teams __ to take place on 1 August 
Nigel Greensall and his wife expertise in car building now on board we are all very | on the Brands Hatch Indy 
Nikki, will also run one car and racing is exceptional, much looking forward to Circuit with a double 
in the series. |and I have known Nigel going racing again very soon.” _ header, before visiting Spa, 

Revolution Race Cars [Greensall] for many years The opening round of the Snetterton and Paul Ricard. 
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OPINION CLUB AUTOSPORT 


The wheels of fortune 


Motorsport in the UK is now under way and there have been some impressive 


grid sizes in the first two weeks back. But not everyone is faring quite so well 


STEPHEN LICKORISH 


here are always winners and losers from any 
crisis. In business, some will be able to use the 
T time of strife to their advantage and see an 

opportunity to grow, while other companies 

will be decimated. The coronavirus pandemic 
has been no different — while traditional high-street retailers 
have been battered, online shopping is booming. And it’s 
exactly the same with motorsport. 

We are now two weeks into the restart of motorsport 
activity in the UK and it’s clear that some championships 
and disciplines are faring much better than others. On the 
whole, the cheap, accessible series have been doing well. Take 
EnduroKa, which attracted 36 Ford Ka teams to take part in its 
12-hour opener at Snetterton earlier this month. Similarly, 
the MotorSport Vision Trackdays-run categories — with 
their focus on affordability — have also been thriving. 

Allin all, considering the financial ruin COVID-19 has 
brought to the economy, the entries for the first two weeks of 
club racing have been remarkably strong. Of the 47 categories 
to run races that also had at least four meetings last year, 27 of 
them have enjoyed an entry for their opener that was higher 
than the average number of cars they attracted during the 
‘normality’ of 2019. That’s 57% of the categories with 
numbers on the up — avery impressive achievement. 


“The appetite to go racing is 
incredibly strong. The challenge 
now will be sustaining this” 


There have been some major success stories among these. 
The Historic Sports Car Club’s grids were almost universally 
up at Brands Hatch last weekend compared to the 2019 averages. 
Historic Touring Cars was the big winner asa brilliant 39-car 
entry was achieved in Kent — over double last year’s average. 
Alongside EnduroKa and the MSVT SuperCup, MSVR’s Elise 
Trophy also did well at Snetterton last weekend, attracting 23 
cars for its 45-minute mini-enduro compared to atypical grid 
of 14 last term. Equipe Classic Racing also delivered more of 
its familiar packed grids over at Donington Park. 

One of the most pertinent questions that kept cropping up 
during lockdown was how strong the appetite to go racing would 
be once restrictions were finally lifted. So far, the answer to that 
has to be that it’s incredibly strong, with more impressive 


entries to come at events over the next couple of weeks. 

But the challenge now will be sustaining this. It was clear 
that many drivers would be desperate to get back out on track 
and the early meetings were likely to benefit from this urge 
to compete again. Whether competitors have the financial 
resources to maintain these strong entry levels has now become 
the key question, and that’s just as likely to depend on how the 
pandemic progresses rather than any on-track factors. 

Also, as already highlighted, it’s far from a universally positive 
picture. While three of the Castle Combe Racing Club series 
had a marked increase in entries, the Saloons category hada 
significant decrease. The MG Cup and MG Trophy also suffered 
areduction, while just four Production BMW E30 machines 
lined up as part of an amalgamated Z Cars/Racing Saloons/ 
Production BMW grid at Snetterton. 

It’s also clear that the main losers in the current situation 
are the large events that pull in the crowds. Under normal 
circumstances, meetings such as the Silverstone Classic and 
Goodwood Revival would be flooded with tens of thousands 
of fans and plenty of expensive cars. Now, with both of those 
events cancelled for 2020, the promoters are struggling 
without the income from punters. 

Goose Live Events, the organisation behind the Silverstone 
Classic, has launched a crowdfunding campaign ina bid to raise 
£50,000 during this lean period, while Goodwood has called 
on its members and fans to donate to a revived Goodwood 
Supporters’ Association. While benefits — suchas being able 
to adopt atree on the Goodwood estate or have a plaque in 
your name in one of the paddock shelters — are on offer, 
these two schemes don’t sit entirely comfortably with me. 

And, while circuit racing has been able to resume, other UK 
disciplines have been hit far more severely. Take traditional 
stage rallying — it has only just been given the green light 
(see page 60) and it’s unclear how many events will run 
over the remainder of this year. Some of the UK’s flagship 
competitions suchas the British Rally Championship and 
British Hillclimb Championship have also been cancelled. 

Once again, it’s abundantly clear that some series, clubs 
and disciplines are enjoying better fortunes than others. 

Now is therefore the time for radical, and flexible, thinking 

to ensure that as much of UK motorsport as possible emerges 
successfully from the pandemic. As Motorsport UK chairman 
David Richards told Autosport a couple of weeks ago, this 
situation also provides an opportunity to reassess the way 
clubs operate and calendars are put together. 

But, despite the difficulties of recent months, it’s 
certainly not all doom and gloom. # 
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Mitchells win Guards 
thriller on Chevron debut 


BRANDS HATCH 
HSCC 
11-12 JULY 


Historic Formula Ford champions Westie 
and Sam Mitchell’s stunning Guards Trophy 
victory in their ex-Nikolaus Killenberg 
Chevron-BMW B8, fresh from a two-year 
rebuild, topped a very different Legends of 
Brands Hatch Super Prix. Nine months on 
from 2019’s finale, a big entry demonstrated 
Historic Sports Car Club members’ thirst 
for racing after the COVID-19 lockdown. 

Spectators were back too, but hiatuses 
exacerbated by reduced marshal numbers 
— restricted by Motorsport UK — cost the 
last race and with it Cameron Jackson’s 
chance of winning six from six! 

Saturday’s Guards Trophy mini-enduro 
was more of a sprint race, just 1.5 seconds 
separating the top four after 40 minutes. 
Michael Lyons qualified Jon Waggitt’s 
Lenham Spyder on pole, but team-mate 
Anthony Reid’s unfathomable decision 
to remain behind the safety car when 
everybody else had pitted probably 
cost them the race. 

Westie Mitchell’s stop, from sixth, was 
perfectly timed, for within three laps of 
Reid pitting (still under full-course caution) 
son Sam led. With Lyons howling through 
the pack, and Andy Newall (ex-Michael 
Schryver B6) hounding them down, Charlie 
Allison (B8) and Greg Caton (in Richard 
Piper’s Brahma) kept Mitchell honest. 
Second with two laps remaining, Newall 
slashed his 4.3s deficit to one, with Lyons 
in his wake having passed Caton on the last 
lap. GT standouts were John Spiers (TVR 
Griffith) and John Davison (Lotus Elan 26R). 

Despite a chronic misfire, Dean Forward 
still had ample grunt to win Saturday’s 
Thundersports race in Jamie Thwaites’ 
Can-Am McLaren. Tony Sinclair (Lola 
T292) and Jonathan Mitchell (Chevron Big) 
pursued relentlessly. When a split fuel line 


Forward was Thundersports winner 
but split fuel line cost him a double 
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stopped Forward’s monster on Sunday, 
Mitchell rewarded Luke Stevens’ LEOS 
team, which changed his BDG engine’s 
metering unit post-qualifying, by deposing 
Sinclair for gold. James Claridge (Chevron- 
FVC B23) and John Spiers (Osella-BMW 
PA3) finished only six seconds adrift. 

Mike Fry (Lola T86/90) took initial Sports 
2000 honours, rival Chris Snowdon’s Tiga 
SC81 having caught fire at Druids on lap 
three. Snowdon worked into the night to 
repair the damage and — after a safety car 
— zapped Fry on Sunday’s final lap. 

Aurora Trophy favourite Michael Lyons’ 
F5000 Lola T400 was damaged by a 
spinning F3 car in qualifying, so he blatted 
mum Judy’s Eagle from the back to beat 
poleman James Hagan in his ex-James Hunt 
F1 Hesketh. Radical ace Rob Wheldon 
(ex-Ingo Hoffmann March-BMW 762) won 
a fine battle for third with Welshman Mark 
Hazell (ex-Brian Henton March-Hart 782). 

With red flags flying as David Tomlin 
extinguished an engine fire in his Motul M1 
at Graham Hill Bend, Irish invitee Hagan 
was first past the post on Sunday, thus 
Wheldon was accorded the honours from 
Greg Thornton (F5000 Chevron B24). Wing- 
mount failure halted Classic F3 leader Andy 
Smith (March 783) on Saturday, letting 
debutant Benn Tilley (ex-Rupert Keegan 
743) in, but Smith prevailed in race two. 

With Historic F2’s international 
calendar decimated by coronavirus, the 
non-championship double-header offered 
a shakedown that exposed reliability woes. 
On pole with a staggering 1m24.211s 
(104.02mph) in his FAtlantic March 79B, 
Andy Smith humbled Saturday’s allcomers, 
winning from Miles Griffiths (Ralt RT1) and 
Tomlin as half the field fell. After a Sunday 
duel, Griffiths went ahead when a misfire 
hobbled Smith, ambushed on the line by 
Matt Wrigley (in his second March-BMW 
782. of the event) and shadowed by Hazell. 

The absence of previous Historic FF2000 


Jackson (I) took five wins but Stutely 
pushed him hard in Historic FF1600 


Father-and-son 
Mitchell duo timed 
their stop to 
perfection to take 
the lead 


champions Andy Park, Nelson Rowe and 
Benn Simms as yardsticks should not 
detract from Irishman Peter Drennan’s 
trouncing of a big Pre-’82 field. Driving a 
Reynard run from Anglesey by compatriot 
Alan Byrne, whose son Jake won last year’s 
Silverstone finale, he twice beat on-form 
Brian Morris, while Drew Cameron and 
Greg Robertson earned a third apiece. 
Adrian Reynard, the 1979 EFDA Euroseries 
champion, finished sixth in the opener. 
Re-armed with a fresh engine built 
by Clubmans racer Antony Denham, 
Fraser Collins (Lola T580) made “a big 
step forward in pace”, dominating the 
early class. Both Pinto races featured a 
smattering of later URS FF2000 invitees, 
champion Ben Stiles (Van Diemen RF82) 
taking the overall chequer both times. 
The ‘Jackson Five’ spanned both days. 
Following minimal practice, Cameron 
bagged two straightforward Formula Junior 


wins in his Brabham BT2 over top qualifier 
Mark Shaw (ex-Denny Hulme BT6) and 
Nick Fennell (Lotus 27). The front-engined 
scraps between Chris Drake (ex-Brian Hart 
Terrier Mk4) and Andrew Hibberd (Lola 
Mkz2) both narrowly went Drake’s way. 

New to the HSCC portfolio, Classic 
FF1600 featured Van Diemen RF80-mounted 
Jackson twice repelling the Royales of 
champion Rick Morris (a clone of his period 
RP29) and Jordan Harrison (RP21). Henry 
Chart (RF81), who beat Jackson to pole by 
0.0258, started the oil-affected opener late, 
then retired, but fought through to third in 
the sequel, before being ousted by Harrison. 
Ewen Sergison (Merlyn Mk10/14) and former 
champ Simon Armer (March 703) won 
concurrent 1000cc Historic F3 splits. 

Historic FF1600 champion of 2018-19 
in Lola and Winkelmann chassis, Jackson 
drove Ross Drybrough’s ‘spare’ March 
709 to the US model’s maiden UK win. 


NATIONAL REPORTS Cl 


Having regained the lead from equally 
uncompromising polesitter Linton Stutely 
(Royale RP3) in a move guaranteed to have 
drawn gasps from the Paddock Hill Bend 
grandstand, Cameron’s margin of victory 
was 0.039s on countback following a 
stoppage for cars parked at Druids and 
Graham Hill Bend. Banished to the back for 
a yellow flag infringement, Pierre Livingston 
scorched to fifth behind Matt Wrigley in a 
similar Merlyn and Danny Stanzl (Elden). 

Roy Alderslade miraculously escaped 
serious injury when Alex Taylor’s Ford 
Mustang’s engine blew and pincered his 
Mini Cooper S into the pitwall at the end 
of the Historic Touring Car race’s opening 
lap (see page 63). Bentley’s 2003 Le Mans 
victor Guy Smith (Lotus Cortina) led 
the restart, with Dave Coyne (Mustang) 
splitting the Cortinas of poleman Ollie 
Taylor and Paddy Shovlin in his mirrors. 
Smith was clear when he smote the 
Druids tyre wall, leaving 1990 Formula 
Ford Festival winner Coyne to blast 
past Taylor on the final lap. 

Skilful Lotus Elan drivers outran more 
powerful opposition to win Sunday’s Road 
Sports bouts. Defending 70s champion 
Jez Clark worked hard to round former 
marshal-turned-Historic F1 racer Dave 
Karaskas’s TVR 3000M, which started on 
pole. After an early stoppage, John Davison 
bounded away from reigning Historic title 
winner Kevin Kivlochan’s AC Cobra, which 
fell to fifth at the restart. Mark Godfrey 
(Ginetta G4) staved off Jonathans Rose 
(Elan) and Stringer (Lotus 7) for third. 


Invitational runner Hagan 
won in Hunt’s Hesketh 


Smith won F2 opener but 
misfire denied him a repeat 


Westie & Sam Mitchell (Chevron-BMW B8) 


Race 1 Dean Forward (McLaren-Chevrolet M8F) 
Race 2 Jonathan Mitchell (Chevron-BDG B19) 


Race 1 Michael Lyons (Eagle-Chevrolet FA74) 
Race 2 James Hagan (Hesketh-Ford 308-1) 


Race 1 Andy Smith (March-BDA 79B) 
Race 2 Miles Griffiths (Ralt-BDG RT1) 


Races 1 & 2 Ben Stiles (Van Diemen RF82) 
Races 1 & 2 Cameron Jackson (Brabham BT2) 


Races 1 & 2 Cameron Jackson 
(Van Diemen RF80) 


Cameron Jackson (March 709) 
Dave Coyne (Ford Mustang) 
Jeremy Clark (Lotus Elan S4) 


John Davison (Lotus Elan $1) 
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Igoe impresses with 
quartet of GT Cup wins 


SNETTERTON 
MSVR 
11-12 JULY 


There was no disputing who the star of 
Snetterton was on the circuit’s second 
weekend of motorsport action of the 
year. Michael Igoe dominated the GT Cup 
contests, winning all four races — with 

a little help from factory Lamborghini 
driver Dennis Lind. 

Igoe secured pole for race one before 
he streaked clear of the field to take the 
opening win. But his victory bid was aided 
by the main competition, the second 
Lamborghini Huracan GT3 of John Seale, 
retiring early after contact and being unable 
to get out for the rest of the weekend. 
Porsche driver Will Goff used this absence 
advantageously, passing the Ferrari 488 
Challenge of John Dhillon late on to 
take second in the opener, Dhillon 
completing the podium with class victory. 

Race two was a copy of the first as, 
without direct competition, Igoe was 
left to secure win number two of the 
weekend. This time second and third were 
reversed as Dhillon’s co-driver Aaron Scott 
nicked runner-up from Goff late on. 

The third and fourth outings of the 
weekend were cleaned up in the same 
manner as the day before, Igoe cruising to 
victory in both races, aided by Lind in the 
finale. Dhillon grabbed second in the third 


race as Goff had to settle for the final step of 


the podium. The Porsche 991 GT3 of Lucky 
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Khera challenged for class victory in the 
finale, but missed out on second overall in 
the closing stages when the Ferrari 488 in 
the hands of Pro driver Scott got ahead. 

The F3 Cup grid only had eight runners 
as Alex Fores took a debut pole and win. 
The Chris Dittmann Racing man snatched 
pole by seven thousandths from CF Racing’s 
Stefano Leaney, who stalled on the grid at 
the start but staged a cunning fightback 
after dropping to last. Leaney closed on 
Fores at rapid pace, but slipped on marbles 
at the Brundle and Nelson complex late 
on, spinning into retirement and leaving 
Fores to cruise to victory. 

Fores and Leaney resumed their battle in 
race two; Leaney swept around the outside 
at Riches into the lead and eventual victory 
in a race overshadowed by a scary incident 
between Patrick Jeans and Stuart Wiltshire. 
The pair had contact into Murrays, sending 


Leaney leads Fores. 


They shared F3 Cup 


There was no stopping 
WPI Motorsport Huracan 
all weekend at Snetterton 


= o- 


Jeans barrel-rolling into the air and 
coming to rest upside down, but he 
thankfully emerged unscathed. 

James Dorlin won both races in the 
inaugural event for the Porsche Sprint 
Challenge GB, but was fortunate to 
land his first victory when a false-start 
penalty was handed to Tom Jackson, 
who had led from start to finish. Dorlin 
then led from lights to flag in race 
two as Jackson and Archie Hamilton 
finished second and third. 

James Caley won race one in the Porsche 
Club Championship, wresting the lead 
in a three-wide battle into Riches at the 
start. He then controlled the race, as 
Simon Clark and Mark McAleer were 
unable to close in. Caley couldn’t keep 
his lead in race two, slipping to fourth 
late on. McAleer was victorious by 
less than a second ahead of Clark, 


SNETTERTON 


WEEKEND WINNERS 


GT CUP 

Races 1, 2 & 3 Michael Igoe (Lamborghini 
Huracan GT3) 

Race 4 |goe/Dennis Lind (Lamborghini 
Huracan GT3) 


F3 CUP 
Race 1 Alex Fores (Dallara F311) 
Race 2 Stefano Leaney (Dallara F315) 


PORSCHE SPRINT CHALLENGE GB 
Races 1 & 2 James Dorlin 


PORSCHE CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP 
Race 1 James Caley (997 C2S) 
Race 2 Mark McAleer (997 C2S) 


SPORTS 2000 
Races 1 & 2 Michael Gibbins (MCR S2000) 


ELISE TROPHY 
Craig Denman 


CHAMPION OF SNETTERTON FORMULA FORD 
Ross Martin (Van Diemen RF99) 


7 RACE SERIES 
Races 1, 2 & 3 Phil Jenkins 


For full results visit: tsl-timing.com 


with Peter Morris third. 

The Sports 2000 opener was won 
by Michael Gibbins in his MCR S2000, 
after pulling clear from pole, but Tom 
Stoten kept him honest throughout. 
Joshua Law completed the top three 
as a dramatic rear-wing failure hit Paul 
Trayhurn’s chances of a podium late on. 
Gibbins added to his victory tally in race 
two — after early position swapping 
with Stoten’s Gunn TS11, Gibbins was 
able to pull clear as Law also passed Stoten. 

Craig Denman was the beneficiary of 
Adriano Medeiros’s retirement midway 
through the Elise Trophy contest. The 
pair had battled for the lead early on, 
with Medeiros taking the advantage 
and pulling away. Denman was unable 
to respond, but a stroke of fortune 
landed him the victory as he swept 
past his stricken rival at Coram. 

The Formula Ford Champion of 
Snetterton race was won by polesitter 
Ross Martin. He lost the lead at the 
start to fellow ex-British Formula 4 
racer Alex Walker, then the pair traded 
places early on until Martin was able 
to pass and pull clear for the win. Tom 
Brown won the Heritage FFord class. 

Phil Jenkins made it a hat-trick 
of victories in the 7 Series. Faultless 
all weekend, Jenkins withstood 
constant pressure from Anthony 
Barnes in the first outing before 
dominating the next two races. 

JAKE JONES 
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NO STOPPING DONNELLY AS HE 
BOUNCES BACK FROM MOPED MISERY 


Donnelly was back in the 


paddock after moped shunt 
Te el 


“It’s what | do, isn’t it!?” This was the 
matter-of-fact response from Martin 
Donnelly when asked why the first 
thing to do after breaking one of 

his legs in a horrendous moped 
crash during a charity event last 
year was to return to racing. 

He’s not wrong either. Having 
recovered from that infamous Formula 1 
crash at Jerez in 1990, the Irishman 
has the requisite experience to draw 
upon when faced with the prospect of 
recovering from broken bones. 

“| do a lot of physiotherapy and | go 
to a good chiropractor every week,” 
he explains. “Not only did | break a 
leg, but as a result of that there’s 
also a frozen shoulder. I’ve been 
getting through it, not just so much 
for the driving, but going back to 
work for the Lotus Driving Academy. 

“Getting into the car on the left-hand 
side, | put a lot of weight on the seat on 
that shoulder and it’s quite difficult, 
so it’s just about trying to get the body 
back into the best possible shape 
so | can do my job.” 

That job involves mentoring two drivers 


Donnelly has been coaching 
Elise Trophy driver Anastasi 


in the Elise Trophy, and supporting them 
during the race as part of the work of his 
driving academy, DonnellyTrackAcademy. 
com, which went live at the weekend. 

“We’ve been coaching them before 
the COVID-19 pandemic and obviously it’s 
my name on the car, my name on the shirt 
and their success is my success,” Donnelly 
adds. “If | can get those guys out and 
qualify mid-grid, it would be fantastic. 

“But the bigger picture is that they have 
got to see the chequered flag and start 
getting points on their licences, progress 
up and hopefully in two years’ time into 
the European [Lotus] championship.” 

It seems the recent setback has done 
nothing to quell Donnelly’s appetite 
for success, although it was never his 
intention to consider getting back 
behind the wheel. 

A freak injury to Marco Anastasi during 
lockdown, when some force feedback 
ona home sim rig damaged his arm, 
left him a doubt for last weekend’s Elise 
Trophy season opener at Snetterton. 

“The plan was the two boys were 
going to do the race distance,” says 
Donnelly, “but Marco wasn’t sure if 
he was strong enough to do the race 
on Sunday, so | put myself forward, 
being the team player that | am!” 

In the end Donnelly did not have 
to step in, and Maurizio Sciglio and 
Anastasi were able to finish 13th and 14th. 

Having had plenty of time to plan his 
next route of attack, Donnelly intends 
to hit the ground running - safely - for 
the rest of the year as he builds up his 
new driver academy business. 

JAKE JONES 
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Upgraded machine soars in Kirkpatrick’s hands 


DONINGTON PARK 
MGCC 
11-12 JULY 


Sam Kirkpatrick claimed four wins from 
four races at the MG Car Club’s season- 
opening Donington Park meeting as he 
brought his newly upgraded MG ZR 190 
out for competition for the first time. 

Youngster Kirkpatrick previously 
competed in a ZR 170 in MG Trophy’s 
Class B, but for 2020 has converted the 
car to compete in the frontrunning class. 
On the ‘new’ machine’s debut — and with 
minimal experience of it — he took two 
decisive MG Trophy wins. It then got even 
better for Kirkpatrick the following day as 
he piloted the same car to two dominant 
Cockshoot Cup victories. 

“The car’s got better as the weekend’s 
gone on because we’ve learned,” Kirkpatrick 
said. “We’ve never before managed the 
double win! Four, you can’t do much better!” 

Fred Burgess was Kirkpatrick’s closest 
challenger across the races, finishing 
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second in both MG Trophy encounters 
and keeping Kirkpatrick honest, despite 
a quick spin on oil late in race two. Burgess 
was another in new machinery as he also 
stepped up in class to race his dad Jason’s 
ZR 190 after an engine failure in his usual 
170 in Friday testing. This meant a frantic 
Friday round trip to get the car ready, and 
the young Burgess had only half an hour’s 
experience of the 190 prior to qualifying. 
Ollie Neaves was another in new 
kit in the BCV8 championship, after 
he overhauled his MGB to return to 
frontrunning Class D — having previously 
switched to Class C on cost grounds. And 
Neaves, just like Kirkpatrick, immediately 
took two wins despite only half a day’s 
shakedown in the car as well as nursing 
“a massive brake vibration” in the races. 
“When I won the championship in that 
[Class C] I just felt the need for more speed, 
it just had to be done!” Neaves said. “It took 
me about two years to slowly accrue all the 
parts, got there in the end and it paid off.” 
Reigning Metro Cup champion Jack 


~  Tripte M field sets 
"_ off towards Redgate 7 


_ 


Ashton was yet another in upgraded 
equipment at Donington, with a bigger 
engine (see panel, right), and he immediately 
joined fellow Metro GTi runner Mike 
Williams in a fight for MG Cup victory. 
Williams won the first race, while the 
pursuing Ashton retired with gearbox failure, 
but roles reversed in race two as leader 
Williams quit with a suspected wheelbearing 
seizure. This left Ashton well clear, but 
there was late drama as he lost power, 
possibly related to overrevving having 
selected the wrong gear with his unfamiliar 
new gearbox entering the Old Hairpin 

on lap one, but he just held on to win. 

The Metro Cup shared its grid with the 
MG Cup, and Tim Shooter narrowly beat 
the returning Mark Eales to win the first 
race after Richard Garrard retired with a fire 
due to an oil-pipe split. Both Shooter and 
Eales hit problems in race two — Shooter 
with his engine and Eales with his stopping 
power — and Dan Willars bagged victory. 

David Morrison looked on his way to 
Midget and Sprite race one victory, but 
his Midget developed a misfire under 
a late safety car. This let Richard Wildman 
close in then pass for first just before the 
flag. Morrison’s misfire was still there for 
race two, and Wildman won again. 

Noted historic single-seater racer 
Jonathon Hughes was another taking 
a car to a debut triumph at Donington, 
easing his Jaguar E-type to victory in 
Equipe’s opening sprint race (see panel). 
Mark Holme in his Austin-Healey 3000 
MkII won the other sprint race, while 
the Equipe three-hour relay was won 
by the ‘50 Shades’ Lotus Elan pair of 
Cliff Gray and Stephen Bond. 

Roger Whiteside in his +8 was first 
home in both Morgan Challenge races, but 


Races 1 & 2 Sam Kirkpatrick (ZR 190) 


r CUP 


Races 1 & 2 Sam Kirkpatrick (MG ZR 190) 


BCV8 CHAMPIONSHII 

Races 1 & 2 Ollie Neaves (MGB GTV8, above) 
MG CUP/MG METRO CUP 
Race 1 Mike Williams (Rover Metro GTi) 
Race 2 Jack Ashton (Rover Metro GTi) 


MIDGET & SPRITE CHALLENGE 


Races 1 & 2 Richard Wildman (MG Midget) 


Race 1 Jonathon Hughes (Jaguar E-type) 
Race 2 Mark Holme (Austin-Healey 3000 MkIl) 


50 meee Cliff on ae Sein Bond (Lotus 
Elan GTS/Lotus Elan 26R, below) 

MO 2 IR cy AIN UP oe he IGE 

Race 1 Andie Thompson (ARV6) 
Race 2 Roger Whiteside (Plus 8) 
MINI’ \CING CLUB CHALLENGE 
Races 1 & 2 Aaron Smith (Miglia) 


TRIPLE M CHALLENGE 


Races 1 & 2 Tony Seber (Wolseley Hornet Special) 


was disqualified from the opener along with 
three others for yellow-flag infringements, 
which meant Andrew Thompson — who 
Whiteside battled with throughout — took 
victory in his ARV6. In race two, Whiteside 
rose from the back to take a narrow win. 

Mini Miglias, Libres and Se7ens shared 
the track in the Challenge races, which 
featured plenty of typical pack racing. Miglia 
champion Aaron Smith won twice, while 
Dan Lewis and Robert Davis took the Libre 
wins and reigning champion Jeff Smith and 
Spencer Wanstall split the Se7ens victories. 

Elsewhere, Tony Seber in his Wolseley 
Hornet Special won both Triple M races. 
GRAHAM KEILLO 
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MAIDEN E-TYPE OUTING FOR HUGHES Jonathon Hughes is known as a historic single-seater 
racer, with a Monaco Historique Formula Junior win to his name. Now Hughes has a Jaguar E-type, 
in which he won at Donington. “I used to race Jaguars 10 years ago, I’m thoroughly enjoying it!” he 
said. “As a family we’ve got a passion [for Jaguars] and this is a nice addition to the fleet.” Hughes’s 
pre-lockdown plan was to race it in the Jaguar Challenge, and he hopes to compete in Peter Auto 
and other races: “Anything where the car’s eligible we'll probably have a go at!” 


, rie 


One Soe or yg 
v* 
— 


yes 


JPGRADES PAY OFF Jack Ashton’s Metro Cup title last season was crushing but he wanted more 
heel: to- wheels action, so he’s replaced his Metro’s 1.4-litre engine with a 1.8-litre unit to compete 
in MG Cup. And the “new beast”, as Ashton described it, got its racing bow at Donington. Ashton 
immediately joined similarly equipped Mike Williams at the front, bagging a win. “It’s testing the 
water,” Ashton said of his weekend. “After putting a new diff in it after race one it felt really good - 
| could get on the power a lot better. We hopefully can give Mike a good run for his money.” 


ROVER 216 GTI RETURNS TO ACTION Morgan Short, son of racing veteran Martin, took part in the 
MG Cup races for his third-ever sie and what he and his dad called his first ‘proper’ one after 
Citroen C1 experience. He did so in a Rover 216 GTi that Short Sr built three decades ago for Chris 
Berry, and in which Spencer Baker won the 216 GTi title in the car’s only year of competition. The 
machine has been idle since, and was brought back to life to be raced for the first time in 29 years. 
Berry was at Donington and admitted to shedding a tear at seeing his old car on track! 
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Harrison takes 
artful win after 
turbo issues 


Danny Harrison bounced back from 
mechanical issues aboard his Praga R1T 
to take victory in the second of the 
Britcar Endurance Championship’s 

two season-opening races at Croft. 

After work to repair a cracked turbo 
forced him to start the first race two laps 
down, the VR Motorsport driver recovered 
in style with a dominant effort in the 
second encounter — Harrison lapped 
everyone bar team-mates Jack Fabby 
and Garry Townsend in the second-placed 
RiT and the Ross Wylie/Paul Bailey Ferrari 
in third. His victory — by more than a 
minute — came despite having to run 
on reduced power to preserve the turbo, 
which was repaired rather than replaced 
due to a lack of spares. 

“After not making the grid for race 
one, this was just a brilliant way to cap a 


weekend of mixed emotions,” said Harrison. 


“The race was pretty panic-free but it 

was hard work to keep the turbo going — 

I couldn’t run on the highest power setting 

to make sure it wasn’t too stressed.” 
Second for Fabby and Townsend was 

also a turnaround from 17th in the opener. 

The pair were forced out of the lead by a 

broken driveshaft on lap two — which the 

team replaced in two minutes — handing 

victory to the RAW Motorsport pairing 


Saunders made it four 
wins from four races 
in Junior Saloons 
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of Steve Burgess and Ben Dimmack, who 
were debuting their Radical RXC Coupe. 
It wasn’t the perfect debut for the 
car, though, as a mistake in the closing 
minutes of race two denied the duo 
another podium. Defending from Wylie 
in the SB Race Engineering Ferrari 488 
Challenge, Dimmack outbraked himself 
into Clervaux and got beached in the gravel, 
gifting Wylie and reigning champion Bailey 
a second podium of the weekend. 
An urge to get back out on track after 
the lockdown was the catalyst for Caterham 
420R racer Henry Heaton to take pole and 
all three Caterham Graduates victories. 
Using a Sigma 150-class car hired 
from CTS Motorsport, the only threat 
to Heaton’s clean sweep was gearbox 
concerns in the final 25-minute race. 


Britcar race two victory went to 
Harrison after a commanding 
drive in Praga R1T art car 


“The first two races were fine, but in the 
last one I could hear that the gearbox was 
starting to sound not quite right so I had 
to manage it to the end,” he explained. 
“This is anew championship for me — 

I normally race a 420R but I’ve not 
been out this year, so I decided to 
have a crack at this and it’s turned 
out not too bad a weekend at all.” 

Sy Harraway battled a misfire 
throughout the weekend as he took a 
heat win together with victory in both 
finals to make a strong start to his 
Legends Championship campaign. 

Harraway fended off heat three winner 
Miles Rudman in the first final, and said 
it was thanks to ‘trust and respect’ with 
heats one and two winner Jack Parker that 
he could secure victory in the second final. 


CROFT 


WEEKEND WINNERS 


BRITCAR 

Race 1 Steve Burgess/Ben Dimmack 
(Radical RXC Coupe) 

Race 2 Danny Harrison (Praga R1T) 


CATERHAM GRADUATES 
Races 1, 2 & 3 Henry Heaton (Sigma 150) 


LEGENDS 

Heats 1 & 2 Jack Parker 

Heat 3 Miles Rudman 

Heat 4 Sy Harraway 

Finals 1 & 2 Sy Harraway (below right) 


JUNIOR SALOONS 
Races 1 & 2 Lewis Saunders 


MIGHTY MINIS 
Races 1 & 2 Neven Kirkpatrick (Super) 


MAX5 
Races 1 & 2 Jon Halliwell (Mk4) 


For full results visit: tsl-timing.com 


They duelled door-to-door throughout the 
final lap, before Harraway’s better launch 
out of the hairpin allowed him to snatch 
victory by just 0.078s over Parker. 
Following a heat win and a podium in the 
first final, reigning champion Rudman failed 
to make the start for the final race of the 
weekend as a melted ignition switch gave 
him an early setback to his title defence. 
Two victories in the Croft sunshine 
allowed Lewis Saunders to continue his 
100% start to the Junior Saloons season, 
after both races were red-flagged for 
first-lap clashes that put cars in the 
Clervaux gravel trap. Saunders’s comfortable 
victory in the first was thanks to a battle for 
second between Alex Solley and Charlie 
Hand, but the second proved more difficult. 
Saunders started this one from fourth, 
but the Ciceley Motorsport driver 
fought his way to the front and then 
held off a late charge from Hand to 
make it four wins from four this season. 
Neven Kirkpatrick took a Super Mighty 
Minis double “by a headlight” as he twice 
fought off the attentions of Ian Slark. 
Kirkpatrick benefited from a battle between 
Slark and Steven Rideout to pull clear in the 
opening encounter, but said it was “really 
hard work” to keep Slark behind in the 
second as he won by just 0.094s after 
a mirror-to-mirror drag to the line. 
JOE HUDSON 
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SOLDIERS-TURNED-RACERS TAKE ON A NEW CHALLENGE 


In hindsight, 2020 isn’t perhaps the best 
year to make life-changing decisions. 
But for two soldiers-turned-racers, this 
year is the start of their biggest challenge 
yet as they begin a brand-new race 
programme and launch a business 
supporting others into motorsport. 

Warren McKinlay and Martyn Compton 
started their racing careers as members 
of Team BRIT - a team that assists injured 
ex-service personnel to get racing. Buta 
change in its objectives was the catalyst 
the pair needed to ‘spread their wings’ 
and stride out on their own. 

“It was all the military thing really,” 
McKinlay explains. “When we first 
joined with BRIT it was ‘British Racing 
Injured Troops’ - now it’s open to 
everybody and they’ve moved away 
from the military side of it. We just 
wanted to spread our wings and 
so far it’s been awesome!” 

Anew challenge comes in the shape 
of their new venture Stand2 Motorsport, 
which aims to share the same recovery 
benefits motorsport gave them with other 
people by running cars at trackdays, as 
well as coaching rookie drivers. 

To that end, the pair have purchased 
a number of Mazda MX-5s with the 


ole 


Praga connection could juss 
wdc AM Botan ; 
generate exposure < 


McKinlay and Compton raced 


Praga R1T for the first time 


intention of getting drivers their ARDS 
licence and then racing in a championship 
that focuses on friendly - and cost- 
effective - competition. 

McKinlay explains the logic behind their 
car choice: “The MX-5 Mk1s are perfect for 
driving and for learning the racecraft, as 
well as for building someone up in their 
knowledge and confidence. It’s really 
daunting going out on a trackday and 
it’s better to drive a slow car fast than 
get in a fast car and drive it slow. 

“Also, we’ve been researching MX-5 
championships and they’re so friendly 
and welcoming. It’s also better for 
competitors and teams, the parts are 
cheap and the engines are all restricted 
so everyone runs pretty equal - it’s 
the perfect stepping stone.” 

As well as supporting future racers, 
the pair are competing themselves, 
having entered into a partnership with 
VR Motorsport to run a Praga R1S in 
the Britcar Endurance Championship. 

The Czech prototype is the polar 
opposite to the Aston Martin Vantage GT4 
they last raced, but Compton admits the 
lightweight racer - which has necessitated 
a complete change in their driving styles 
-isastep in the right direction for them as 
they aim for a future in prototype racing. 

They made their belated debut at Croft, 
where they took a best result of fourth, 
and McKinlay says that the Praga deal has 
benefits for both sides of their business: 
“If we can succeed and start winning 
some trophies by being successful out 
on track, not only does it help Praga 
and VR Motorsport promote what they’re 
doing, but it will also make potential 
customers look at us and think, ‘These 
guys can do a job.” 

JOE HUDSON 
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THINK YOU CAN DO 
A BETTER JOB THAN TOTO? 


F1 2020 
RRP £54.99 


If you’re looking to distract 
yourself from the COVID-19 
pandemic and its demolition 
or delay of every real-world 
motorsport calendar, simply 
load up Codemasters’ latest 
Formula 1 game and enjoy a record-breaking grand 
prix season in the virtual world that’s free from 
any signs of the health crisis. 

The developers have wisely taken the decision to act 
as if the 22-race season got under way in Melbourne 
and proceeded without a hitch. This means you can 
tackle the new Vietnamese and Dutch venues despite 
the fact real-world events led to their postponement. 

The headline new feature in F1 2020 is the inclusion 
of the ‘My Team’ career mode, where gamers can create 
their own 11th outfit on the grid and compete as a 
driver, as well as manage the squad. 

It provides an opportunity to get your surname in 
among Mercedes and Ferrari, or you may choose to 
resurrect a classic moniker such as Brabham or Tyrrell. 

You hire one of the drivers on the 2019 FIA Formula 2 
grid as your team-mate at the beginning, but you can 
later attract one of the F1 elite to your stable. 

It’s a game mode that fans have been asking for 
ever since Codemasters started producing the official 
Fi games more than 10 years ago. There are no signs 
of it being half-baked or rushed, with a complex and 
detailed approach that leaves you feeling extremely 
satisfied as your team rises up the F1 pecking order. 


The 2019 F2 season is now available to play in 
its entirety in the regular career mode, although 
unfortunately the 2020 season is not available upon 
release. This is expected to be added in the summer. 

Codemasters has rightly scrapped the fictional F2 
drivers that were featured in F1 2019 and put far more 
emphasis on the actual feeder series stars, who will also 
earn graduation to F1 and play a major role in the driver 
market over the course of your 10-season career mode. 

This increases the longevity of the game and makes 
it worthwhile continuing in the career beyond the first 
couple of seasons. Gamers also have the choice of a 10, 
16 or 22-race calendar for each season of career mode, 
and can pick which races are included among that 
reduced number — although the order is fixed. 

The classic content continues to be the most 
underdeveloped section of the franchise, with a series 
of uninspiring, short challenges to complete in one 
of the 20 classic cars available. Four of those cars are 
accessed upon the purchase of the bonus DLC content, 
which is centred on seven-time champion Michael 
Schumacher. With an additional £10 price tag, it’s 
difficult to recommend forking out for more than 
the standard edition of the game unless you’re 
absolutely desperate to drive the Jordan 191. 

Codemasters continues to struggle to provide an 
interesting game mode for the classic content within 
the game. It would greatly benefit from reintroducing 
classic drivers and circuits — last featured in Fi 2013. 

One surprising but welcome returning feature to the 
franchise is splitscreen, something alien to most current 
racing games. Aside from this, multiplayer remains 
relatively unchanged and this is by no means a bad 
thing following its overhaul a couple of years ago. 


— 
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THE OFFICIAL VIDEOGAME 


Want to drive a Jordan 


The overall handling itself is not light years away 
from its predecessors, but specific areas such as the 
feeling of the car under braking is greatly improved, 
benefiting from feedback from drivers such as Charles 
Leclerc and George Russell. If you liked the F1 2019 
handling model, you will not be disappointed. The 
in-race ERS system has also been simplified to a 
single overtake button, something requested by 
gamers from both ends of the players’ spectrum. 

Fi 2020 plays to both serious and casual gamers 
alike, arguably better than any other racing game 
on the market. Real-world motorsport may have 
returned, but there is still plenty of fun to be 
had in the virtual world. 


is available to play on Xbox One, 
PlayStation 4 and PC 


YouTube 


J ALONSO 
RETURNS 


RE, .JLT 


ay! After two years away from F1, Fernando Alonso has 
eid signed up with Renault for 2021. The team had other 
options available, so we explore the reasons why the 
outfit opted to rekindle its relationship with the two- 
time champion yet again. Go to bit.ly/AlonsolsBack 


Formula 1 World 
Championship 

Round 3/10 
Hungaroring, Hungary 
19 July 

TV) Sky Sports F1, 
Sun 1405 

@) Highlights 
Channel 4, Sun 1930, 
Sky Sports F1, Sun 1830 


Round 3/9 
Hungaroring, Hungary 
18-19 July 

TV) Sky Sports F1, 
Sat 1535, Sun 1000 


Round 3/9 
Hungaroring, Hungary 
18-19 July 

TV) Sky Sports F1, 
Sat 0920, Sun 0835 


Round 3/8 
Hungaroring, Hungary 
19 July 

TV) Sky Sports F1, 
Sun 1120 


Round 5-6/14 


WHAT’S ON 


lowa, USA 

17-18 July 

TV) Sky Sports F1, 
Sat 0130, Sun 0130 


Round 18/36 
Texas, USA 

19 July 

TV) Premier 
Sports 2, Sun 1930 


Round 4/11 

Sydney, Australia 
18-19 July 

TV) BT Sport 3, 
Sat 0630, BT Sport 2, 
Sun 0230, 0530 


Round 2/7 
Barcelona, Spain 
18-19 July 
TV) Sky Sports F1, 
Sat 1710 
@) Highlights 
Sky Sports F1, 
Sat 2000, Sun 1730 
‘0; on 
Motorsport.tv, Sat 1550, 
1710, Sun 1250, 1510 


Round 1/17 
Jerez, Spain 
19 July 


TV) BT Sport 2, 
Sun 1230 

G) Highlights 

BT Sport 2, Sun 1930 


UK 
MOTORSPORT 


Oulton Park BRSCC 
18 July 

TCR UK, Touring 

Car Trophy, Civic 
Cup, Volkswagen 
Racing Cup, BMW 
Compacts, National 
FF1600, Northern & 
Super Classic FF1600, 
Caterham Academy, 
ST-XR Challenge 


Donington Park 
MSVR 

18-19 July 

Masters Historic: 
Formula 1, HGPCA, 
Endurance Legends, 
Pre-66 Touring Cars, 
Sports Cars, Pre-66 Minis 


Snetterton 750MC 
18-19 July 

Mx-5s, Alfa Romeos, 
Bikesports, Clio 182s, 
Formula Vee, Locost, 
MR2s, Sports 1000, 116 
Trophy, Classic Stock 
Hatch, Ma7da, Sport 
Specials, Type R Trophy 
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Don 1 get Caught out 
me morning after 


One in five drink drive prosecutions happen the morning 
after’, many unaware they still have alcohol leff in their 
system after a few drinks the night before. AlcoSense quickly 
and accurately shows your blood alcohol level, so you know 
when you're clear. 


Che Telegraph 


“a fresh level of accuracy in consumer breath testing”® 


bile? euch 


£69.99 £119.99 


- Successor to the multi award-winning - Uses a 64mm? version of exactly 
AlocSense Elite 1 and 2 the same fuel cell sensor used in 


- Premium semi-conductor sensor several Police breathalysers 

- Reads up to twice English limit - Adjustable don’t drive alert to any 
- Don’t drive alert when close to limit world-wide 

English, Irish or Scottish drink drive limit - Full colour screen and easy to use 


- Accurate to +/-0.20%0BAC interface 
- Multi award-winning 


_ 4 |EWO 


PRODUCT TEST 
GERMAN 
DESIGN 


AWARD 
WINNER 


Next day delivery available online, or buy in-store FH | cose i S fi 
ALCOHOL BREATHALYSER 


Order securely at alcosense.co.uk or call 0800 195 0088 


T: Source: DfT Road Accident Data 2015, B: Review of the AlcoSense Pro, 24/12/15. Intellectual Property: www.alcosense.co,uK/io. © AlcoSense Laboratories, part of Now Group UK Ltd, Unit 3 MEC, Cordwallis Street, Maidenhead SL6 7BE 


DRIVER 


Fernando Alonso 
Alain Prost 


Rene Arnoux 


Jean-Pierre Jabouille 


Giancarlo Fisichella 


Jarno Trulli 


RENE ARNOUX 

Arnoux’s most famous Renault moment is 

probably the fight with Gilles Villeneuve’s 
Ferrari at the 1979 French GP, but there was more 
to the Frenchman’s time at the squad than that. 
Aspectacular qualifier, Arnoux took 14 poles for 
Renault - more than team-mate Alain Prost - and 
scored four wins. Didn’t always play the team game 
- he decided to win the 1982 French GP rather 
than help title challenger Prost - but was fast. 
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JARNO TRULLI 

Giancarlo Fisichella won two races for 

Renault to Trulli’s one, but neither was 
as good as Trulli’s 2004 Monaco GP success, and 
Fisichella can’t be forgiven for losing the 2005 
Japanese GP. Trulli, who joined Renault in 2002, 
fared well against Alonso in the early part of 2004, 
even though he fell out of favour with the team. 
At Monaco, Trulli outpaced the Spanish star and 
held off Jenson Button to take a superb victory. 


ALAIN PROST 

Prost’s time at the squad ended in 

acrimony as he was made the scapegoat 
for the failure to win the 1983 crown but, until the 
arrival of Alonso in the 21st century, Prost was 
comfortably the driver who got closest to winning 
a title with Renault. He scored nine wins and 10 
poles in his three seasons with the team. A fourth 
drivers’ crown with Renault-powered Williams 
in 1993 helped heal the old wounds. 


“RENAULT elt _ 
“ ae “e — — 


ETHERINGTON 


JEAN-PIERRE JABOUILLE 
The 1976 European Formula 2 champion 
makes it onto this list partly because 

he had to go through the pain of developing 

the turbocharged engines of the late 1970s. 

He suffered reliability problems that modern 

F1 drivers would not believe, but his RS10 held 

together to win the 1979 French GP, the first turbo 

success in the world championship. He followed 

it up with a fine victory in the 1980 Austrian GP. 


FERNANDO ALONSO 

It was the Alonso-Renault combination 

that finally ended Michael Schumacher’s 
domination of F1 with Ferrari. Two title doubles 
and 15 wins for Alonso were the tallies before his 
first ill-fated move to McLaren. The package wasn’t 
as good when Alonso returned in 2008, but two 
more victories followed, albeit with the help of 
‘crashgate’ at Singapore. It’d be amazing if Alonso 
could win again in his third stint with the team... 
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FROM THE ARCHIVE 

Polesitter Emerson Fittipaldi (McLaren- 
Ford M23) and Niki Lauda (Ferrari 312B3) 
lead the field away at the start of the 1974 
Canadian Grand Prix at Mosport Park. 


Lauda outdragged Fittipaldi off the line, 
taking control of the race and setting 
fastest lap. Then on lap 67 of 80 he 
encountered the immediate aftermath of 
John Watson’s spectacular and ultimately 


successful bid to bring his Brabham- 

Ford BT44 to a controlled stop after a 
front-suspension failure. Lauda slipped off 
the road on the debris and into the barrier, 
leaving Fittipaldi to claim the win. 


For classic 1970s Formula 1 DVDs 
head to dukevideo.com/F1 
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Ferrari success but BRM gets the cover 


20 July 1951 


Ferrari famously won the British 
Grand Prix this week in 1951, ending 
five years of Alfa Romeo domination 
and recording the team’s first victory 
in the world championship. But that 
didn’t make Autosport’s cover, 

and the editorial opened on the 
performance of the BRMs! 

While Jose Froilan Gonzalez’s 
brilliant drive did receive praise in the 
report of “the greatest race ever seen 
at Silverstone’, the efforts of cover star 
Reg Parnell on his way to fifth for BRM 
grabbed attention. The V16 project had 
been a shambles, but the points-scoring 
finish — five laps behind Gonzalez — 
and Peter Walker’s seventh were seen 
as ripostes to BRM’s detractors. 

“Parnell and Walker saved the day 
for British motor racing,” reckoned 
Autosport. “Their heroism in sticking to 
their task while suffering from agonising 
burns will enable the BRM designers to 
go ahead and modify the cars to make 


them completely raceworthy.” 

If we’re being generous, we would 
point out that these were different times 
and Gonzalez’s mighty Ferrari 375 had 
been on the cover the previous week... 

Sadly for BRM, the V16 would never 
score another point, and it would take 
nearly eight more years for the team to 
score a world championship GP victory. 

Thanks to Jaguar, however, British 
success could be found in sportscar 
competition. Autosport published 
the fastest laps of each car from the 
previous month’s Le Mans 24 Hours, 
just released by the Automobile Club 
de Ouest. The crushing pace of the 
C-types, one of which had won in the 
hands of Walker and Peter Whitehead, 
was underlined by the best laps of 
Stirling Moss (4m46.8s) and Walker 
(4m47s) being comfortably clear of 
the rest. The quickest non-Jaguar 
was the Talbot of Juan Manuel Fangio, 
who managed a lap of 4m54.3s. 


IN NEXT WEEK’S ISSUE 


They're coming thick and fast! 


THE LATEST Fil ACTION, THIS TIME FROM HUNGARY 
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